
nversation starters: 

no bookshelf is complete without these essential reads

From tender family tales to important cultural stories, 
no bookshelf is complete without these essential reads.

This kit includes a word search, drawing page, and more!

WINTER 2022

Activity Kit



Think about who you can always count on, even on a sick day. Then use the cards 

below to write a note to thank two of the people who help you when you’re not feeling well.

My Mommy Medicine
Who Gives You Constant Love?

My Mommy Medicine by Edwidge Danticat; illustrated by Shannon Wright | 9781250825605

 Squarefi sh | An imprint of Macmillan Children’s Publishing Group 

TO:________ 

FROM:________

TO:________ 

FROM:________



One of the greatest saxophone players in the history of jazz, 

John Coltrane is remembered as a music legend. Keep reading to learn more about John!

Before John Was a Jazz Giant by Carole Boston Weatherford; illustrated by Sean Qualls | 9781250822703

 Squarefi sh | An imprint of Macmillan Children’s Publishing Group 

Before John Was a Jazz Giant
Learn More About John Coltrane

1.  John Coltrane played many instruments, including alto saxophone, tenor saxophone, and 
clarinet.

2.  At only nineteen years old, John performed professionally for the fi rst time.

3.  John continued to play music while he served in the U.S. Navy during World War II, and 
made his fi rst recording with a quartet of other sailors.

4.  John developed his own approach to improvisation, an important jazz technique known as 

“sheets of sound,” in which he would play notes at an impressively rapid speed.

What did you learn about John Coltrane’s childhood and life from before he was a jazz giant?

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________



What’s the Difference? by Doyin Richards | 9781250822789
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Celebrate Your Diff erences!

Being different from our friends allows us to celebrate the things that make us unique! 

Check out the list of things you can do with your friends to celebrate your differences. 

Use the lines below to add a few of your own!

Listen to each other’s stories.
Create colorful art.

Do things you 
both love.

Make each 
other 
laugh.

Play outside 
together.



What ingredients make up your favorite food that’s culturally signifi cant 

to you and your family? Think of all the items that go into that dish, 

then draw them below.

Saturday Sancocho by Leyla Torres | 9781250825551
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What’s in Your Basket?

 by Leyla Torres | 9781250825551



Find all the sounds that make up the perfect playlist for a rainy day in the word search.

Who Likes Rain?
Rainy Day Word Search
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Who Likes Rain? by Wong Herbert Yee | 9781250825537
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PING
CROAK
GURGLE

WHOOSH

QUACK
GLUB
PLOP

SPLISH

SPLAT
KERSPLAT



ANSWER KEY

Word Search
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