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Combines wonderful characters
and history to create a story that will 
make you want to dive right in!”

JERRY CRAFT, author of the

Newbery Award–winning New Kid

Bree can’t wait for her first day at her new middle school, Enith
 Brigitha, home to the Mighty Manatees——until she’s stuck with the only 

elective that fits her schedule, the dreaded Swim 101.
The thought of swimming makes Bree more than a little queasy, yet she’s 

forced to dive headfirst into one of her greatest fears. Lucky for her, Etta, an 
elderly occupant of her apartment building and former swim team captain, is 
willing to help.

With Etta’s training and a lot of hard work, Bree suddenly finds her swim-
crazed community counting on her to turn the school’s failing team around. 

But that’s easier said than done, especially when their
rival, the prestigious Holyoke Prep, has everything they

need to leave the Mighty Manatees in their wake.
Can Bree defy the odds and guide 

her team to a state championship, or 
have the Manatees swum their last
lap——for good?
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“A revelation! You’ll root for Swim Team———the water is just right.”
———JOHN JENNINGS, New York Times bestselling and Eisner Award–winning creator

“A beautiful story by a fantastic storyteller and artist.”
———KAZU KIBUISHI, author of Amulet

“Full of charm, heart, and pulse-pounding races. A winner!”
———GENE LUEN YANG, author of American Born Chinese and Dragon Hoops
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SMALL WAVES,
BIG CHANGES.
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For future swimmers,
wherever they may be
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Butterflies
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Alligators?!

Yep. 

And sea
turtles?

Yep. They
got those in 
Florida, too.

How big
is the new
tub, Dad?

We’re
NOT getting
a manatee,

Bree.

But I did get that
puzzle you wanted

for the trip!

›Gasp‹

Daaad! 

It’s very advanced. 
We can get a 

simpler—

No
WAY, Dad!
I’m gonna
solve it!

All right,
then ! Let’s hit

the road!

Brooklyn
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I’ll figure it out
in no time.

Too bad when
I do I won’t be

able to show my 
friends…

...since I’ll be at
a different school

in a different
state…

Y’know...
Hi, I’m Bree.

You going to
this new school 
reminds me of
the butterfly

effect.

What’s
that?

No…

And this is my 
dad, Ralph.

It’s a PROCESS that
explains how little changes

can have a BIG effect...
It goes like this...

A butterfly
flaps its wings

far away,
let’s say, over

Beijing.

Dad got into a training 
program in Florida.
IT or coding I think.

Plus a job as a 
delivery driver. 
So really, he’ll 
have two jobs.

That’s why 
we’re moving.

I never told
you about the 

butterfly effect?
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Can it be
Brooklyn?

Sure. A butterfly
flaps its wings

over BROOKLYN.

New Jersey

The flapping
makes a small change 

to the WIND…

South Carolina

Which
makes another
small change to

the waves.

All those
little changes
add up to BIG

changes...

3
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Florida

...and by
the time those 
changes appear 
far, far away…

Like 
Florida?

Sure.
Like Florida.

Those tiny
wings can lead to

whipping winds, churning
seas, and a mighty

STORM…
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Or a perfectly
sunny day. You never
know! Small changes.

Big unpredictable
effects!

It happens with
people, not just

butterflies!

Like a puzzle
I don’t know
the solution 

to yet? Exactly!

You’ll have an effect on your
new school, too! Maybe as part

of the math club?!

School is very 
important to Dad.

He always
says… Remember, an education

is one thing no one can
take away from you.

Focus on
your books.
Worry about

making friends
later.

That’s what it
takes to WIN!

If you say so.

Holyoke is going
all the way to State 

this year!

AGAIN!

Their
coach is a bit
INTENSE, no?

We affect other
people in ways we

can’t guess.
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Lots of
swimming and
water puns on

the menu.

Well, look
at that...

I guess
the owner likes 

swimming?

More juice,
dear?

Maybe
just a “splash,” 

ma’am. Get it,
Dad?

Very
“punny,”

Bree.
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To feel better about 
the move, I’ve been 
thinking about stuff 
that makes me happy!

Doing homework 
with Dad! Cooking!

The library!

Who asked
you?!

But sometimes NEGATIVE 
THOUGHTS take over. And I
think about the things that
make me nervous or scared.

I second-guess 
and doubt myself, 
even when I don’t 

want to.

wEll,    whaT
aBouT tHe

sTufF yOu
dOn’T

Is tHat a
mOusE?

lIke,

BRee?!

THerE’s So 
muCh ThaT 

wOrrIes
yOu!

DId You 
lOse yoUr 

kEys?

YOu’Re 
lOckEd 

oUt 
oF tHe 
hOusE.

7
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Bree!

Huh?!

sporTs!

Pools!

NOt HavIng 
fRieNds 
aNymOre!

YOu’Ll nEver
mAke nEw 
frieNds.

EveEer-
rRr!
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This
is it!

Our new
home!

Let’s get
moved in!

Excited?!

Icky
pool.

Do I get
to pick my

room?!
Pick ANY
room you

want!

9
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As long as it’s the
small one.

Heh heh.

Very
funny,
Dad.

Almost done!
You okay with that 
box? Looks a little 

heavy.

I’ve
got it!

Great! I’ve got 
something for the 

landlord.

Actually
it’s heavier

than I—

Be right
back!

DAAAD!
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What did
he pack in
this box?

BRICKS?!

WELCOME!

You must be 
Bree!!

GAAH!

Yes...
Yes, I am— I’m Etta, 

I live upstairs.
I just met your

dad!

He tells
me you like
puzzles?

11
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My arms are getting—

I love
puzzles! Jigsaw

puzzles
mostly. 

I get puzzles
made from my

old photos.

Puzzles
of my cat,

or vacations,
or old

friends!

Looks like
she could use a

rescue…

We can work on a 
puzzle together!

Oh.
Okay.
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Hi,
Ms. Etta. 

Clara!
On your way to

the pool?

You
know it.

She’ll talk
your ear off if

you let her.

Ha ha,
she’s not
so bad.

Let me
know if—

See you
LATER,

Ms. Etta!
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I’m Bree! Clara! We probably go to the
same school.

Enith?
Eniiith? Yep,

Enith Brigitha
Middle!

Maybe I’ll see
you there!

Okay!
See ya!

Bree, there
you are! Is that
the box with the 

books?

No
wonder it’s
so heavy!

Been looking
all over for this.

HEE HEE.

DAAAD!
C’mon!
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First day of school

EXCITED!
SO

Now let’s see...which folder shall I pick…

My
FAVORITE
folder, of
course!

Bree. Sit down 
and finish your 

breakfast.
Too excited!
First day of

school!
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Enith Brigitha 
Middle School

Now,
where is the

office?

BREE?!

16
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I thought that
was you!

Clara!

Looking for the 
office?

I can’t
find it.

I’ll take you. But first
let me show you around

the school!

Yes,
please!

Our school’s not fancy. We don’t
have the newest stuff. 

But it’s
really chill.
You’ll fit 
right in!

There’s my friend Humberto.
He’s an artiste.

See?
Chill!

17
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Oh,
there’s the
math club!

Math’s my
favorite subject. 

What about
you?

LUNCH!

Just kidding.
Probably swim

class.

I’m trying out for the swim team 
this year. I wish I were better

at math, though.

I can help with math! 
We can be study 

buddies!

BET!

Well, there’s the office.
I’ll see ya later!

See ya,
Clara!

18
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Moments later
And for your fourth-

period elective?

Math
Puzzles,
please.

Unfortunately Math Puzzles is FULL. Full?! But…

...it’s the
only elective

I wanna
take.

Sorry.

Okay, how about 
Yearbook? Lemme

check…

19
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Sorry, that’s full, too. Origami
Round Table? Full.

Bookkeepers
Corner?

Full.

Full.

Full.

Swamplands Study 
Group?

Sewer Maintenance
Seminar?

...Sounds
stinky...

Wait.
Here’s one!

Yes?!

Swim 101.

Swim
101?!

20
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Fourth period

Welcome to
Swim 101.

I’m Coach
Pinella. Before

we start…
Is there

anyone here who 
can’t swim?

21
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I... Uhm...

Uh.

Speak up.
Anyone?

No one?
Good. 

Did you know
our school is named 
after the first Black 

woman to win an 
olympic swimming 

medal?

Before we start 
class, a little

history... And our
swim team almost 

won the State 
Championship!

A long
time ago.
But still...

So try
out for the
swim team.

It might be
your last chance.

The school district
wants to sell the
land our pool is
on to Smoothie

Palace.

But maybe they won’t
if we win a few swim meets.
You can make a difference!

But, I  like
smoothies, Coach.

What
flavors will 
they have?

22
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Okay. See
you all here 
tomorrow.

Don’t
forget your 
swimsuits!

45 minutes later

Bree? I’m
Humberto. You’re 

Clara’s friend,
right?

You looked
pretty nervous

in class. 
Maybe
a little.

Don’t worry.
Everyone passes

Swim 101.

Unless you
drown!

WHy dOn’t  

yOu KnoW 
hOw

tO
sWim?

IT 
mUst 

bE 
yOur 

fAulT!
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Puzzle.
Down.

And help
set the table, 

please.

Caribbean flavors!

Back at home

Rice.

Beans.

Plantains.

So! Tell me all
about your first day!

How was Math 
Puzzles?

I can’t
wait for

you to bring
another

math award
home!

Math Puzzles
was full.

What?!

24
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That’s an
outrage! I

KNOW!

I ended up
in Swim 101

instead.

Oh!

Well, that’s
not so bad. 

It’s NOT
bad... It’s
TERRIBLE! 

Swimming is
an important

skill, too.

Geez, Dad,
whose side are

you on?!

You’ll get
Math Puzzles

NEXT
semester.

I hope so.

Now. Please
pass the
plantains.
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NO!

Today is
going to be a
great day!

At school
So awesome that we have
social studies together.

Hello,
fellow

Manatees!

Bree, we’ll be late for swim 
class if we don’t hurry!

You
coming?

›GULP‹

HAve yoU 
lEarNed 

hOw To 
sWim
yEt?

NO? theNwHat arEyOu GoiNg TodO dUriNg  foUrth        PEriOd?

YOu’Re
gOinG to
bE so

eMbaR-
rAssEd.

THis is
gOinG tO
BE tHe 
wOrsT

dAy
eVer.

26
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See you at
the pool!

Okay.

lOckeR

DOn’T
gO

oUttHerE!

mAybE

YOu’Re
dOomEd.

dId You

fOrgEt
yOur
lOck?

dId YoufOrgEtyOursWim-sUit?

yOu ShoUld
hIde In tHe

rOom.

27
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Hey! Hey!
No splashing!

Busted!

Sorry,
Coach!

   DOn’T
 Go
oUt

tHerE!

TOo
dEep.

SCarEd.
SO

SCarEd.
cAn’T
dO
iT.

SO 
dOomEd.

rEal 
dEep
pOol.

THey’re
aLl

lOokIng
aT

yOu.

EVerYonE’s 
wOndEriNg 

wHy
yOu’Re 

nOt In A 
sWim-

sUit.

 theY
aLl

lOok
so

  cOmfOrt-
aBle
in

tHe
wAteR.
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Can’t

EV

Can’t

EV

Coach, I…

Yeah?

Okay.

See you here 
tomorrow.

Grrr...

...I...I feel sick.

You
know where
the nurse’s
office is?

wHat 
wIll

cOach
sAy?

No
gOod.

WHat
aRe yOu
gOinG
tO do
TomOr-
Row?!

WHy Did we 
mOve to

FLorIda
oF aLl
pLacEs?

POolS
aNd

bEacHes
EveRy-
WheRe.

YOu’Ll
sPend

yOur wHole
lIfe cOmiNg

uP wIth 
eXcuSes to
aVoid tHe

wAteR.

MIghT
aS wEll 
sTarT 

mAkiNg
a liSt 

nOw.

CAn’T—

I...

CAn’T Do
iT.

FEel
SIck.

YOu
cAn’T

bE
“sIck”
EveRy

Day.

 way 
  i’Ll

  evEr
 be—

NO

29
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I don’t
feel so bad
anymore.

What to do for the rest 
of the period...?

I’ll get
ahead on my
other school 
assignments!
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...options to fit 
your needs…

How’s your
daughter
adjusting?

This is such 
a wonderful 

neighborhood.

I made
some of my
BEST friends
when I was

her age!

...is all the boooring stuff.

The first thing you do when 
moving to a new town...
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Hang on.
We’re

almost done!

Dw’I’m
Dw’hanging

Dw’on...

How
you doing,

kiddo?

My teeth
feel sand-
blasted.

See you
in four 
months!

It’s painful in more
ways than one.
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AFTER your 
homework, you
can have park
time with your 

friends.

Smells like Ms. Etta’s 
making dinner!

Mmmmm!

Ms. Etta’s cat is 
named Cornelius! Hi, Cornelius!

Thanks for
looking after

her, Etta!
My 

pleasure!
Come on
in, Bree!
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Make
yourself at 

home!

Is this one of your
jigsaw puzzles?

Yes!
Do you
like it?

It’s
great!

And here’s
dinner.

This looks
delicious,
Ms. Etta!
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African American 
delights!

Collards.

Black-eyed peas.

Corn bread.

The collards were 
my grandmother’s

recipe.

Slow cooked, so take 
your time and really 
enjoy the flavors!

I will!

Oh, your dad said you
should finish dinner and

homework before
the park.

BEFORE?!
Both homework 
AND dinner?!

But my
friends will be

here soon!

Now, for the 
BLACK-EYED PEAS, 

I like to add a
dash of—

Good
gracious!
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DONE!

BreEEEEeee!

Clara?!

Down
here!

We’re going
to the park.

You
coming?

Soon
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So you design 
costumes for the 

school plays?

I’m 
head costume
designer of 
the drama

club.

I was even
written about 
in the SCHOOL 

PAPER!

Wow!

Our new
play is called

Class of Their Own.
A drama about kids

in a wealthy 
school—

Sounds
like you’re
describing 
Holyoke 
Prep.

Yes!
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What’s
Holyoke
Prep?

A school
of rich
snobs!

Holyoke...
more like

“Holy Yuck”!

A private
school in

town.

Clara’s upset because Holyoke wins the 
State Championship every year.

We almost won. 
Once... ALMOST.

And that was,
like, fifty
years ago.

Yeah, well,
we’re gonna

whup ’em
this year!
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I’ll
believe it 
when I see
it, Clara.

Whoa... Who’s
that?
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Oh...

Cool!

We’ll make it to 
State, and we’re
going to win the 
RELAY MEDLEY.

Well, good luck!
Tinsley is a swimming 

powerhouse.

Speak of the devil...
That’s Tinsley.

Um,
Clara...

I’m not scared
of Holyoke.
Or Tinsley!

They win a
few races, and
people act like
they walk on 

water.

. . . Behind
you!

“A few
races”?

?
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Tinsley, star swimmer 
at Holyoke Prep I believe

you mean all
the races.

Oh my god, 
Humberto. Does 
your MOM make 

your clothes?
Actually,
I make my
own clo—

Gross!

Hello, 911?! I’d like to report a 
FASHION EMERGENCY!

It’s more serious 
than I thought!!

Look at his 
bobos*! This one’s

wearing last year’s 
fashions?!

Good grief!
Is that an iPOD?!

I’ve only seen those
in MUSEUMS!

*Not-name-brand shoes
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And you think YOU’RE
going to make it to

STATE?
What do

our clothes or
my iPod have to
do with going

to State?

Has your school ever won 
a championship?

We almost—

Know what we call 
people who “almost” win 

championships? LOSERS!

YOUR
school shouldn’t
be named after

a swimming
champ.

OURS
should. 

Whatever,
Keisha!
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And it will
be someday.

When you become 
a famous swimmer, 

Tinsley.

Someone
woke up on 
the wrong 

side of
the bed this 

morning.

What’s YOUR
story?

You trying out
for the “team,”

too? No, I wasn’t 
planning on—

Of course not. You don’t even 
LOOK like you can swim.

All right,
Tinsley. We’ve
had enough of 

your—
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I mean,
you CAN swim, 

can’t you?

No
way!

Are you
SERIOUS?!

! !
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Put THAT
in your play, 
Humberto!

You’re
in the right 
company,
new girl.

These
losers barely
know how to
swim either.

We’ll see
YOU in the pool, 

Clara.

Is that why 
you’ve been
missing swim

class?

I want
to go home

now.
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If you keep
skipping, they’ll 
send Haylie to

find you.

She’s the
HALL

MONITOR!!

She hunts
kids who

skip class. 
See you

guys in school 
tomorrow.

What
was up with

that?
It’s true.

Holyoke Prep
dominates in 
swimming.

Most swimmers
would love to be

on their team
’cause they always

win State.

The State Championship
is a BIG swim meet

held every year.
I figured
that part

out.

Champions or not, 
Holyoke seems

like a school full
of jerks.

Tell that to my 
mom. She keeps 
trying to get me 

into Holyoke!
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Joke’s
on her.

I’ll never
pass the math 
part of the

entrance
exam!

Oh!
I forgot

to give you
this!

I made
it in art

class.
It’s a

friendship
bracelet.

I don’t care if you
can’t swim.

You’re
my friend.
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Let’s
get back 
home!
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The next day Good luck
in swim class
today, Bree!

Th-thanks...

HUmbErtO 
pRobAblY

tOld 
eVerYone

yOu
cAn’T 
sWim!

THey’ll

aLl sTare
aT yOu.

YOu’Ll
 Be soeMbaRraSsed.

THey’re
gOnnA lAugh

aT yOu, toO.

I don’t feel
good. Maybe I’ll
go see the nurse

again...
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Where’s
your hall

pass?

WELL?!

No one skips
class on MY 

WATCH!

Oh no!
Haylie the Hall 

Monitor!

Maybe
I’ll hide in the 

cafeteria?
Uh-oh!
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Any
skippers in

here?!

Oh no!
Dead end!

No one
gets away

from...
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...me!

Where’s
your—

Hmmm...
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Hi, Dad.
I’m...

You’ve
been skipping

class?!
...home.

I—

What’s going
on, Bree? You LOVE

school!

Are you being 
BULLIED?

No,
Dad.

Then what
is it?

My ONLY
CHILD is a JUVENILE 

DELINQUENT!!!
I’m scared

of the pool.

I don’t
know how to

swim.
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Oh, okay. We can work
on that.

It’s too
late for me

to learn.

Nonsense.
You learned

math.

And now it’s
your favorite 

subject.

In fact,
your true talent 
isn’t math. It’s 

that you—

What?

You never
give up.

Not on a hard
math problem
or a difficult 

puzzle.

Just apply 
that to 

swimming.

Now! We’re
going to find you 

some private
swim lessons.

It’s
tOo

lAte fOr

yOu To 
lEarN.
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The lessons
are at Holyoke 

Prep?

It’s the only class
available on such

short notice.

Why?

No
reason.

Here for the pool?
Head

right in!
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Have
fun!

So glad
to have you,

Bree!

It’ll be fun.
You’ll see.

Wow,
this place 
is huge.

Yeah, a lot
of important

swim meets are 
held here.

Oh, Bree,
not that
pool...

Huh?

Minutes later
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. . .This pool ! 

The
kiddie pool ?!!
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This will be 
fine.

These kids
seem nice.

It’s not like I know 
anyone here—

Oh. My. God. It’s the
“swimmer”!
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Are you
taking classes 

FROM the
preschoolers?

Look!
She can’t even 
swim as good

as them!

Aren’t you 
EMBARRASSED?! I would

be!

Hey kid, take good 
care of her.

Don’t you girls have 
somewhere else to be?

Bree?
Bree?!

Over so
soon?

Bree?
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The next day Ugggggghhhhhh
That’s it!

Fourth-period bell Maybe I can convince 
the administrator 
to switch me out

of Swim 101.

Maybe she
likes apples?
Maybe if I

cut her grass
or…

No, that’s wrong.
I’ll go into the

library and come
up with a better 

plan.

There
she is.

Where’s
your hall

pass?
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You won’t 
get away 
THIS time!

Get back
here!

Almost got 
you...!

Uh?!
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You...you 
just left the 
BUILDING!

You’ve gone 
from skipping 

CLASS...

To skipping 
SCHOOL!

I...I...
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Back home

What am
I gonna do 

now?!

Go to my 
room and 

think? aNd
mAybe
hIde

tHerE uNtiL 
yOu’Re EigHty!
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I wonder
what Dad is going 
to say when he 

finds out...

Oh NO!!
My math 

homework! 
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It’ll be 
ruined!

Can this
day get ANY

worse?!

?

WH...WHOA!
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H...H...

HELP!
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BREE!!

HOLD ON, 
BREE!
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I’M 
COMING!

I’M 
COMING, 

BREE!
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>GASP<

I’ve got 
you!

Are you 
okay?
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Soon.
Etta’s apartment

Thank you, 
Ms. Etta.

Promise me
you’ll be more 
careful around 

the pool.

I will,
Ms. Etta.

Your daddy 
should be here 

soon.

You
spilled your 

puzzle.
Oh, don’t 

bother with 
those.

I’ve got all
weekend to put it

back together.

I can help.
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?

Ms. Etta,
I didn’t know 
you were a 
swimmer.

Oh yes, dear. A long
time ago...All through school,

in college, and even a
few years professionally.
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No way...
You swam at

my middle 
school?

Yes!
That’s where
it all started

for me.

The school had a
different name then, but

we almost won a
championship that year!

You were
on THAT
team?!

We were
pretty
good.

That
must be

your dad!

BREE!

Are you
all right?

It was
really scary.
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Thanks for
being there, 

Etta.

Let’s get
you home.

M...
Ms.

Etta...

Ms. Etta,
can you teach 

me how to 
swim?

Ms. Etta’s
done enough. 

She’s very
busy.

Please?
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I’ll make
you a nice 

papaya
soup.

Bree.

We’ll
start first

thing Saturday 
morning.
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3
The Deep End
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Your dad put a 
PRETTY BIG bag

in the trunk.

We bought 
some swim gear

for today!

How much
swim gear?

Nervous?

There’s
nothing to
be nervous

about.

It’ll be
fun. You’ll

see.

But...
Black people

aren’t good at 
swimming.
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I’m
good at

swimming,
AND

I’m Black.

So that
can’t be 
TRUE.

Matter
of fact,

Black people
swim, fish,

canoe, 
surf, and

everything
else you can

think of.

You come
from a long line of 
swimmers, all Black 

people do.

Me?

Yes.

Really?

Really.
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From ancient Africa 
to modern Africa... 

from Chicago
to Peru...

in seas, rivers,
lakes, and pools...
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Black people have
always swum and

always will. 

The art of swimming is
handed down, generation

after generation.

Then why can’t so many
of my friends swim?

Well. . .
that’s where it gets

complicated . . .
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In America, laws were
passed that limited Black

people’s access to beaches,
lakes, and swimming pools.

Opposition to
these conditions
were often met
with violence.

to acid poured in a pool
with protesters in

St. Augustine, Florida, 1964.

Lack of access meant 
fewer Black people 
swimming. So fewer 
Black people passed 

it down.

From the
murder of

Eugene Williams
in Chicago, 1919...
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So the knowledge was
scattered. Like a jigsaw

puzzle with missing pieces. But, regardless, we kept 
fighting and, eventually,
the laws were changed.

John Lewis, protesting a
segregated pool in
Cairo, Illinois, 1962.

Beach protests in 
Connecticut, 1975.

David Isom, a
teenager breaking
the color line at a

Florida pool in 1958.
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Still, there were few, if any, pools 
in our neighborhoods. And they were 
often small or poorly maintained... 

Making it hard
to put our 

swimming culture 
back together…

Going to public pools in other 
neighborhoods often meant

facing discrimination. It happened 
to me when I was a girl, and it

still happens today.

Not knowing how
to swim is NOT
your fault, Bree. Today we’ll

begin putting
your piece into 

the puzzle.
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It’s an old
conservatory that’s 

been turned into
a pool!

Here we are!
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Inside

We won’t
need some
of these
today.

Welcome!
It’s a magical 

place!

And the same 
pool I learned
to swim in as

a girl.

Got your
swimsuit?

Oh, I’m
prepared!

Okay!
Get changed,

and I’ll see you 
poolside!
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