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ARRIOKS

#1: INTO THE WOODS
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THAT'S YOUR <AT,
[5 (17 WITH YOU AND
YOUR WIFE?

WE.WE DIDN'T
HAVE <HILDREN,
YOU SEE
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BUT WE
CAN'T KEEP PETS AT
THE HOME
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MY NAME IS
SASHA, AND 1.
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MY WHOLE LIFE | LIVED / NEVER REALLY KNEW WHAT
WITH MY HOUSEFOLK. = THEY WERE SAYING, EXACTLY...
] BUT | KNEW THEIR NAMES.

/ SPENT EVERY
DAY WITH THEM...

KEN AND JEAN.
LAND THEN EVERY NIGHT THEY LET |8 '
ME OUT 50 1 COULD EXPLORE. : s

/DON'T THINK THEY KNEW ABOUT ALL
THE TREES | CLIMBED...THE SQUIRRELS
| HUNTED...THE FRIENDS | MADE.

THEY JUST LOVED
ME, AND WANTED
ME TO BE HAPPY.
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SHE GOT 50 WEAK...50 FAST. AND SHE
AND | TRIED TO HELF, | TRIED TO WAS GONE.
COMFORT HER THE BEST | COULD.

BUT NOTHING WORKED.

OH, SHSHA WHAT
ARE WE SOING TO
‘ PO NOW?
THEN | CAME
HOME ONE DAY...

DAYS AND NIGHTS WENT
BY, AND KEN STARTED

STOPPED GROOMING...AND =
HE WOLILDN'T EAT, AND HE SHUT ME INSIDE THE
» HOLISE, AND HE LEFT WITH
THEM. HE EVEN LOCKED THE CAT
DOOR! HE NEVER DOES THAT!

THEN THIS MORNING,
THESE HOUSEFOLK I'VE
NEVER SEEN BEFORE CAME

| WHY IS HE LEAVING
ME BEHINDZ
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/ SOLEEZED OUT A BATHROOM NOW | GUESS THE ONLY THING
WINDOW AND RAN AFTER HIM, 1 CAN DO IS WAIT. JUST WATCH
BUT 1 COULDN'T CATCH HM. NO THE HOUSE..AND WAIT TILL HE
MATTER HOW HARD | TRIED. COMES BACK FOR ME.

SURELY HELL BE BACK
SOON. SURELY HE WILL....
IF IM JUST PATIENT.

SHASHAY
SAAAMSHA! HERE, <IRL)
(M SUPPOSED TO TAKE <ARE
OF YOU NOW! COME HERE,

OH, 190
HOPE SHE'S
ALL RIGHT!

AFTER THE SUN GOES DOWN, | HEAR ONE
OF THE OTHER HOUSEFOLK CALLING FOR ME.
SHE WAS FRIENDS WITH KEN AND JEAN.

I SHOULDN'T LEAVE, THOLIGH. WHAT IF KEN
COMES BACK WHEN IM GONEZ

THE NIGHT GETS COLD..
AWFLILLY COLD..AND IT TAKES [l

y \/
KEN'S PROBABLY NOT
COMING BACK.
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! CAN'T GET INSIDE THE HOLSE.
THE WINDOW'S CLOSED NOW. BUT...
| DON'T REALLY WANT TO GET INSIDE.

BUT WHERE
D0 160 NOW?

HI, SASHA!
HOW ARE YOU
TODAYZ

THATS MY FRIEND

SHNLKY, WITH ONE OF | ; 4/ mosT w \”
HER HOUSEFOLK ;NEYW/TZ/S[% K

ANSWERING HER "\

a—\\)\\

NOT SO GREAT, THANKS..BUT NO I'M NOT READY
SHNUKY. MY...THE...MY. THANKS. | WANT MY 10 HAVE NEW ONES.
LAST HOUSEFOLK IS AN OWN HOUSEFOLK ' RATHER JUST BE

GONE NOW. B BACK. ON MY OWN FOR A
| WHILE.

OH! YOU KNOW
WHAT YOU COULD D02 YoU OH. 0-OKAY.
COULD LIVE WITH US! MY WELL, COME BACK
. HOUSEFOLK ALREADY AND VISIT, ALL
@ LOVE YOU, YKNOW! RIGHT?
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o /DON'T EVEN MEAN TO HEAD
FOR THE WOO0DS. | JUST SORT
OF END UP THERE.

<1 ‘,‘

%‘;. i@A
MAYBE BECALISE THIS IS
THE ONLY OTHER PLACE IVE
EVER BEEN HAPPY.

/s

%

\'%%t K~
N

N

THE MOLISE IS
| DELICIOUS.

THAT HELPS
A LITTLE

BUT EVEN AS IM FALLING / / X
ASLEER, | CANT HELP WHERE IS HE? //

THINKING ABOLIT KEN. A

e

=

-

\
o
/i
S Howan 16oNG
; TO GET ALONG
S wirHouT Hmz

-
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VT
P CARE OF MYSELFZ

7z

IF IM GOING TO DO
THIS, I'VE GOT TO FIND A
PLACE OF MY OWN.

SOMEWHERE | CAN
MAKE AT LEAST A
LITTLE COzZY.
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.. AND BEING NEXT
T0 THIS PATH, MAYBE
/ CAN SEE KEN.

/ @»“m\\
\
A Q
|

NN /v s
HERE..

S

BUTITLL PO,
Z
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MAYBE..MAYBE...STRIKING
ouT ON MY OWN LIKE THIS
WON'T BE S0 BAD.

THERES NO
SHORTAGE OF
PREY, THATS

FOR SLRE.

IM GOING
70 BE FINE.

JUST FINE.
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| NEXT MORNING, NEXT MOLISE.
I'VE ALWAYS BEEN PRETTY GOOD
AT HUNTING, BUT | THINK IM
GETTING EVEN BETTER NOW.

OH, I'M S0 SORRY!
I DIDN'T REALIZE YOU
WERE STALKING
IT TOO!

PLEASE, FORGIVE
ME, | MEANT NO
HARM!

GET BACK!
MY MOUSE!
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WELL..HUH.

I GUESS
I COULD SHARE
IT WITH YOU.

MY NAME'S
PINE. WHAT'S
YOURS?

| MADE MYSELF
A DEN OVER NEAR
THE PATH.

NO..I JUST
GOT HERE.

1 DON'T KNOW THIS WORD.
KITTYPET. PINE SA4Y5 KITTYPETS
LIVE IN HOUSES, WITH HOUSEFOLK.

HE CALLS THEM "TWOLEGS.”

/ TELL HIM WHAT HAPPENED TO

JEAN AND KEN. AND | TELL HIM
IMNOT A KITTYPET ANYMORE.

HES NOT EXACTLY
WHAT YOUD CALL
SYMPATHETIC.
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I HAVEN'T
SEEN YOU AROUND
BEFORE, SASHA.

@

DEN?Z WHY WOULD
YOUNEED A DEN?
YOU'RE A KITTYPET!

WELL. TIME
TO MOVE ON,

THEN!

MY

YOU NEED TO
GET RID OF THAT
COLLAR.

COLLARZ
WHY?

BECAUSE ONLY
KITTYPETS WEAR COLLARS. IF
YOU'RE GOING TO LIVE IN THE
WO00DS, THE COLLAR'S GOT
TO GO. HERE, I'LL HELP.
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/DONT TRY
70 5TOP HIM.

JUST HOLD
STILL..ALMOST
GOT IT...

NOW YoU

|
LOOK LIREA WHAT'S A

"ROGUE"?

IT'S WHAT THE
CLAN CATS CALL THOSE
OF US WHO DON'T FOLLOW
THEIR RULES.

I'M SORRY, I'M
CONFUSED. WHAT
DO YOU MEAN BY
"CLANS"Z
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EACH CLAN HAS
ITS OWN SECTION OF THE
WOODS, AND ONLY THEY
CAN HUNT THERE. THEY'LL
FIGHT ANYBODY TO
KEEP 'EM OUT.

YOU BE
CAREFUL OF THE
CLANS, SASHA.

CLAN CATS ARE
FIERCE, LET ME TELL YOU.
SEE THESE SCARSZ | KNOW

FIRSTHAND HOW FIERCE
THEY ARE. \

THEY DON'T
THINK MUCH OF
KITTYPETS.
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JEAN AND KEN GAVE ME THAT
COLLAR. IM NOT READY TO
THROW IT AWAY JUST YET.

BUT COLLARS ASIDE,
/ CAN'T STOP THINKING
ABOUT WHAT PINE SAID...

ABOUT THESE CLANS. : WOW...I'VE NEVER
SMELLED 50 MANY

DIFFERENT CATS!

BEFORE | KNOW
IT IMOUT AT THE
CROOKED TREE.

‘
\

AND THEN HERE...THE
SCENT 15 50 STRONG!

THIS IS A BORDER,. A
BORDER TO ONE OF THE
TERRITORIES PINE WAS
TALKING ABOUT.
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WELL, IF THERE ARE
CLAN CATS AROLIND HERE,
! WANT TO SEE THEM.

AND IM PLENTY
PATIENT. ILL WAIT AS
LONG AS' | HAVE T0.

‘dAhss,

WHAT A TERRIBLE NIGHT. [
o

MAYBE THIS WAS A STLPID

IDEA. MAYBE NOBODY SEES

THESE CLAN CATS. MAYBE
THEY RE NOT REAL.

g O\

MAYBE THEY RE--OH!
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MAYBE ILL JUST SIT RIGHT
HERE AND BE QUIET NOW..

-— L ‘.
| WATCH AS THEY i
| maex e BorpEe
ROWANPAW.

WHAT OTHER
SCENTS CAN YOU PICK
UP, APPRENTICE?

= L2 S SCENTS..SCENTS! OH NO. WHAT
THEN THE BIG, HANDSOME (ORRSISER 1 THEY CAN SMELL ME?/
ONE STARTS TALKING. = e

A
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IT'S FOX.
TIGERSTAR,
IT'S FOX!

THE HANDSOME CAT
15 CALLED TIGERSTARZ
HOW DRAMATIC!

VERY GOOD. THE SCENT i

IS FAINT, WASHED MOSTLY AWAY YOU'VE

BY A LIGHT RAIN, YET ROWANPAW ~ TAUGHT YOUR
DETECTED ITEASILY. APPRENTICE

A

Ve

THANK YOU, / | < l"‘ .
TIGERSTAR. THERE'S SOMETHING AB
_— 7] THIS BIG, STRONG CAT.

THE FOX

] . ad
IS NO THREAT

= -
| /ST CANT TAKE A\
MY EYES OFF HM!
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THESE CLAN CATS...THEY MIGHT
LIVE IN THE FOREST, AND FIGHT
T0 SURVIVE..BUT AT LEAST
THEY HAVE EACH OTHER.

IM ENVIOLIS. WHO DO | HAVEZ
NO ONE; THAT'S WHO. I

-DOES HE..IS HE
LOOKING AT MEZ

R x o
e -,
Y

AL A 1
N T0o 2
<y
NO..NO. THEY RE GONG,
WHAT AM | THNKING?
Nad
IR
IF 1 CAN'T HAVE JEAN AND KEW
BACK, 1D RATHER BE ALONE. /|
DON'T NEED NEW FRIENDS, NOT
PINE. NOT” TIGERSTAR
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ALL THROUGH THE NEXT
/Y| TELL MYSELF THAT.
- OVER AND OVER,

! FIGLIRE | CAN CONVINCE
MYSELF, AND THEN | WON'T
BE CLRIOUS ANYMORE.

O00H, THERE HE IS

I DON'T THINK WE

Fslzggums%r HAVE TO WORRY. THIS
FOX IS LIVING BEYOND

OUR BORDERS.
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LISTEN!

PREY. THERE.
LOW TO THE

7 A GROUND, BUT
R‘EEVCESC‘VW/ NOT TOO LOW. YOU WANT YOUR
@ . WEIGHT DISTRIBUTED
EVENLY, BUT YOU DON'T

WANT TO CAUSE LEAVES
TORUSTLE. -

I

HUHZ OH...
RIGHT, FROGS
ARE..UH...

AND YET
PREY IS PREY,
DISTASTEFUL OR
NOT. ISN'T THAT
RIGHT?

, ¥ UM YES!
IT'S FROG. ’ ABSOLUTELY.
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WOW! 7
THAT'S A FAST §
ONE!

! DON'T KNOW IF
THIS IS A 600D
IDEA OR NOT

THEY DON'T
SEEM TO KNOW
WHAT TO MAKE

OF ME.

9/4/24 10:00 AM



SHE'SNO
THREAT.

I THINK THIS
SLIPPED THROUGH
YOUR PAWS...2
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