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33

Come

back!
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Don’t 
leave me!

So, uh.. .
that’s your cat, 

is it? With you and 
your wife?

Yes.

We.. .we didn’t 
have children, 

you see.

But we 
can’t keep pets at 

the home.

No...no!
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Come back...
please...!

Come back.

My name is 
Sasha, and I...

...I don’t know 
what to do.
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My whole life I lived 
with my housefolk.

I never really knew what 
they were saying, exactly...

but I knew their names.

Ken and Jean.

I spent every 
day with them...

...and then every night they let 
me out so I could explore.

I don’t think they knew about all 
the trees I climbed...the squirrels 

I hunted...the friends I made.

They just loved 
me, and wanted 
me to be happy.
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Then Jean got sick.

She got so weak...so fast...
and I tried to help, I tried to 

comfort her the best I could. 
But nothing worked.

Then I came 
home one day...

...and she 
was gone.

Oh, Sasha.. .what 
are we going to 

do now?

Days and nights went 
by, and Ken started 

getting weak too. He 
stopped grooming...and 

he wouldn’t eat.

Then this morning, 
these housefolk I’ve 

never seen before came 
and talked to him...

...and he shut me inside the 
house, and he left with 

them. He even locked the cat 
door! He never does that!

Why is he going? When 
is he coming back? 

Why is he leaving 
me behind?
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I squeezed out a bathroom 
window and ran after him, 

but I couldn’t catch him. No 
matter how hard I tried.

Now I guess the only thing 
I can do is wait. Just watch 
the house...and wait till he 

comes back for me.

Surely he’ll be back 
soon. Surely he will...

If I’m just patient.

After the sun goes down, I hear one 
of the other housefolk calling for me. 

She was friends with Ken and Jean. 
I shouldn’t leave, though. What if Ken 

comes back when I’m gone?

Oh, I do 
hope she’s 
all right!

The night gets cold...
awfully cold...and it takes 
me till just before the sun 

rises to realize.

Ken’s probably not 
coming back.

Saaasha ! 
Saaaaaasha ! Here, girl! 

I ’m supposed to take care 
of you now!  Come here, 

Sasha !
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I can’t get inside the house. 
The window’s closed now. but...

I don’t really want to get inside.

Not if Ken’s 
not there.

But where 
do I go now?

Hi, Sasha! 
How are you 

today?

That’s my friend 
Shnuky, with one of 

her housefolk.
I almost walk 
on by without 
answering her.

Not so great, 
Shnuky. My...the...my 
last housefolk is 

gone now.

Sasha, I’m 
so sorry!

Oh! You know 
what you could do? You 
could live with us! My 

housefolk already 
love you, y’know!

Thanks...but no 
thanks. I want my 

own housefolk 
back.

I’m not ready 
to have new ones. 
I’d rather just be 
on my own for a 

while.

Oh. O-okay. 
Well, come back 

and visit, all 
right?
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I don’t even mean to head 
for the woods. I just sort 

of end up there.

Maybe because this is 
the only other place I’ve 

ever been happy.

Ooh... is that 
a mouse?

The mouse is 
delicious.

That helps 
a little.

But even as I’m falling 
asleep, I can’t help 
thinking about Ken.

Where is he?

How am I going 
to get along 
without him?
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How do I take 
care of myself?

Ugh. That’s no 
way to sleep.

If I’m going to do 
this, I’ve got to find a 

place of my own.

Somewhere I can 
make at least a 

little cozy.
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Perfect.

I can sleep 
here...

...and being next 
to this path, maybe 

I can see Ken.
If he comes 

looking for me.

If...

Well, it’s not exactly 
one of Jean’s blankets.

But it’ll do.
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It’s cold tonight. Colder 
than last night.

But that’s 
okay.

Maybe...maybe...striking 
out on my own like this 

won’t be so bad.

There’s no 
shortage of 
prey, that’s 
for sure.

I’m going 
to be fine.

Just fine.
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Next morning, next mouse. 
I’ve always been pretty good 

at hunting, but I think I’m 
getting even better now.

Just a little...
bit...farther...

Mrr?

Rawwr!

HSSS!

Get back! 
My mouse!

Oh, I’m so sorry! 
I didn’t realize you 

were stalking 
it too!

Please, forgive 
me, I meant no 

harm!
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Well...huh.

I guess 
I could share 

it with you.

My name’s 
Pine. What’s 

yours?

I’m Sasha. I haven’t 
seen you around 

before, Sasha.

No...I just 
got here. I made myself 

a den over near 
the path.

Den? Why would 
you need a den? 

You’re a kittypet!

I don’t know this word. 
“Kittypet.” Pine says kittypets 

live in houses, with housefolk. 
He calls them “Twolegs.”

I tell him what happened to 
Jean and Ken. And I tell him 
I’m not a kittypet anymore.

He’s not exactly 
what you’d call 

sympathetic.

Well. Time 
to move on, 

then!

My 
collar? 

Why?

Because only 
kittypets wear collars. If 
you’re going to live in the 
woods, the collar’s got 

to go. Here, I’ll help.

You need to 
get rid of that 

collar.
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I don’t try 
to stop him.

Just hold 
still...almost 

got it...

But part of me 
wishes I had.

There!

Now you 
look like a 

rogue! What’s a 
“rogue”?

It’s what the 
Clan cats call those 

of us who don’t follow 
their rules.

I’m sorry, I’m 
confused. What 
do you mean by 

“Clans”?
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Groups of wild 
cats, out in the forest. 

They live past that 
crooked tree.

Each Clan has 
its own section of the 
woods, and only they 

can hunt there. They’ll 
fight anybody to 

keep ’em out.

Clan cats are 
fierce, let me tell you. 
See these scars? I know 

firsthand how fierce 
they are.

You be 
careful of the 
Clans, Sasha.

They don’t 
think much of 

kittypets.
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Jean and Ken gave me that 
collar. I’m not ready to 
throw it away just yet.

But collars aside, 
I can’t stop thinking 

about what Pine said... 
about these Clans.

Before I know 
it, I’m out at the 
crooked tree.

Wow...I’ve never 
smelled so many 
different cats!

And then here...the 
scent is so strong!

I understand 
in a flash.

This is a border. A 
border to one of the 
territories Pine was 

talking about.
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Well, if there are 
Clan cats around here, 

I want to see them.

And I’m plenty 
patient. I’ll wait as 
long as I have to.

What a terrible night.

Maybe this was a stupid 
idea. Maybe nobody sees 
these Clan cats. Maybe 

they’re not real.

Maybe they’re--oh!
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Maybe I’ll just sit right 
here and be quiet now...

I watch as they 
mark their border.

Then the big, handsome 
one starts talking.

Rowanpaw.

What other 
scents can you pick 

up, apprentice?

Scents...scents! Oh no. What 
if they can smell me?!
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It’s fox. 
Tigerstar, 

it’s fox!

The handsome cat 
is called Tigerstar? 

How dramatic!

Very good. The scent 
is faint, washed mostly away 
by a light rain, yet Rowanpaw 

detected it easily.

You’ve 
taught your 
apprentice 

well, Jagged-
tooth.

Thank you, 
Tigerstar.

Continue 
the patrol.

There’s something about 
this big, strong cat...

The fox 
is no threat 

to us.
As you 
wish.

I just can’t take 
my eyes off him!
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These Clan cats...they might 
live in the forest, and fight 

to survive...but at least 
they have each other.

I’m envious. Who do I have? 
No one, that’s who. I--

--does he...is he 
looking at me?

No...no. They’re going. 
What am I thinking?

If I can’t have Jean and Ken 
back, I’d rather be alone. I 

don’t need new friends. Not 
Pine. Not Tigerstar.

Not anyone.
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All through the next 
day I tell myself that. 

Over and over.

I figure I can convince 
myself, and then I won’t 

be curious anymore.

I should’ve 
known better.

Oooh, there he is!

I smell it 
again!

I do too. 
Fresh...but 

faint.

I don’t think we 
have to worry. This 
fox is living beyond 

our borders.
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Wait...

Ecch. 
It’s frog.

SniffSniff
   sniff   sniff

Listen! 
Prey. There.

Rowanpaw, 
follow.Yes!

Low to the 
ground, but 

not too low. You want your 
weight distributed 

evenly, but you don’t 
want to cause leaves 

to rustle.

Right, 
okay.

Huh? Oh...
right, frogs 

are...uh...
...nasty.

And yet 
prey is prey, 

distasteful or 
not. Isn’t that 

right?

Um. Yes! 
Absolutely.
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Wow! 
That’s a fast 

one!

We’ve 
got to--

krnchkrnch

I don’t know if 
this is a good 
idea or not.

They don’t 
seem to know 
what to make 

of me.

heh heh 
     heh...     heh...

Rrharh!
Rrharh!
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But the look on the 
big, handsome cat’s 
face is priceless.

Ghrrrhh!

Rrhaowrrh!

Relax, 
you two.

She’s no 
threat.

I think this 
slipped through 

your paws...?
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