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To all the Jordan Bankses of the world.

To my family, Jay, Aren, and Autier.
thank you for making me a better person.

Thanks to my agent, Judy Hansen,
my editor Andrew Eliopulos, and the team
at. HarperCollins for embracing my vision.

Thanks to Marva fllen, Pam fllyn, Debra Lakow
Dorfman, David Saylor, Andrea Davis Pinkney,
and fAndrea Colvin for inspiring me along the way.

find last but not least, thanks to Barbara Slate,
Jim Keefe, Ray billingsley, M'shindo Kuumba,
Eric Velasquez, Danni fi, and Jennifer Crute
for making me a better artist.
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THIS IS HOW I FEEL EVERY SINGLE
DAY OF M¥ LIFE, LIKE TM FALLING
WITHOUT A PARACHUTE.
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I MEAN, IM NOT REALLY FALLING.
THAT'S CALLED A METAPHOR. I
LEARNED ABOUT THEM IN ENGLISH.

WHEN T WAS YOUNGER T USED TO
WISH I WAS SUPERMAN.
S0 INSTEAD OF FALLING,

I COULD FLY.

/
>/

CHAPTER 1
THE WAR OF ART

BUT NOW THAT I'M TWELVE,
T REALIZE JUST HOW
SILLY THAT WAS.
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I SHOULDA WISHED T WAS BATMAN/
™ WHEN YOU HAVE A JET, YOU DON'T
NEED TO FLY.

YOU'VE
SHOWN ME A

JILLION

TIMES, MOM,

JORDAN,
ARE Y0U
LISTENING?

WHY CAN'T YOU SEE
How AMAZING
THIS PLACE 15?

JUST LOOK AT
THEIR WEBSITE,

AW, HONEY, T KNOW
HOW MUCH YOU WANTED
TO GO TO ART SCHoOL,

IT WOULD BMHS I5 ONE OF THE
SUCH A WASTE.  BEST SCHOOLS IN
THE ENTIRE STATE/

SMART,
JORDAN.

BUT YOURE 50

SMART/

IT LOOKS LIKE
HARVARD OR
SOMETHING. 4

TELL HIMm, TELL HIM,
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Im JusT
SAYIN'Y

YEAH, IT'S NICE . .. BUT IT STILL
DOESN'T SEEM TO HAVE MUCH,
YOU KNOW ... DIVERSITY, ELLICE.

V— THEY OFFER FIVE
LANGUAGES, AP CLASSES,
THE HARKNESS METHOD,
LACROSSE, CREW . . .

WHAT'S THE
HARKNESS
METHOD?

I HAVE NO IDEA,
BUT THEY SOUND

CAN T SEE
WHAT YOURE
DRAWING?

VTHIS IS 5000 EXCITING.
LET ME GET MY CAMERA!

ARE YOU KIDDING?
IM YOUR BIGGEST

NAH,
YOU WON'T )
LIKE IT.

7 WELLLL ... |
OKAY, DAD.
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OH...WELL ... THE V ,
DRAWING IS GREAT ... BUT LETS NOT
SHOW MOM. OKAY?

YEAH, I
FIGURED.

FOUND MY CAMERA!
LET'S HURRY BEFORE

D ——

JORDAN, My DAD
MO, P&@'ﬁ]g E USED TO TAKE THE MOST YOUR FINGERS ARE
USE MY PHONE. AMAZING PHOTOS

WITH THIS CAMERA! COVERING THE LENS.
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C'MON, d.q

ILL WALK
You
DOWNSTAIRS.

THEY'RE HERE/

COME GIVE YOUR |

MOMMY A HUG, HAVE A GREAT

FIRST DAY OF

SCHooL!
BYE, BABY.

5000000 . . .
Y0U GOOD?

THEY SHOW
ALL THE
NEwW KIDS
AROUND
SCHOOL.

DON'T LET ANYONE
TALK DOWN TO Y0U,

AND REMEMBER TO
SHAKE HIS DAD'S
HAND. FIRM GRIP.

EYE CONTACT.
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\

ds TiPs for Being
“‘Ghakiné Hands”

a Mg

n/

s

The handshake is
one of the most
imPortant rituals
on earth.

l N
i Whe? |

I dont know.
Nobody does/
But heres

how to do it.

step #] ONLY
use Your richt
hand . . . even
if Youre a leftv.

—

L

#2 ALWAYS
look each

other in
the eve!

#3 Remember, the firmer vour GriP,
the more that Peorle will respect You.
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And here are some
other bad thines:

7

sweaty too many

fincers!

e

) cold hands

" and the most important rule of all never, evert

I have NO
| idea what that
means! But T
! bet it's bad!
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STAY IN THE
CAR, LIAM,

®

YOU MUST
BE JORDAN . . .

I'M MR. LANDERS,
LIAM'S FATHER.

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 10

PLEASED TO

MEET YOU,
MR. LANDERS,

PLEASED TO-
UFFFFHt
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GO SAY HI
; TO LIAM

JORDAN.

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 11

GOOD MORNING,

GOT YOUR KEYS, |
JORDAN?

HI. MIss
NEAL.
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MORNING,
GUYS.

REMEMBER,
WE HAVE A
GAME ON
SATURDAY,

YALL LIKE
My CAR?

WATCH/ ONE DAY, T'M
GONNA HAVE ONE
JUST LIKE IT.

/

KENNY, YOULL BE
LUCKY IF YOU GET
A SKATEBOARD.

MAN, FORGET
20U, KIRK, WIT’
YA BIG HEAD.

Y0U, T0O, CARLOS,
I SEE YOU
LAUGHING/
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WELL TAKE W

ALL THE HELP WE

d

WELL HAVE
HIM BACK
AROUND FOUR.

5y
“ THIS WHOLE THING
Ol 15 A LITTLE
" NERVE-RACKING.

I KNOW THIS
IS A BIG STEP . ..

BUT WHEN HE
GETS OUT IN
A FEW YEARS . ..

YOULL SEE THIS
WAS THE RIGHT
MOVE. /

=N

HE's NOT
BEING ARRESTED,
MASHEA.

OH, THANK
HEAVENS!!
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» THE ANNUAL FIRST-DAY-OF-SCHOOL ZOMBIE APOCALYPSE. ———=
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HERE WE ARE"\/BUTTHm

RIVERDALE ACADEMY

SURE DID. 50 DID MY DAD!
AND S0 DO LIAM'S SISTER, KIRSTEN

CALLED IT AND HIS LITTLE BROTHER, GRAH’SON:
R S RAD since I DROPPED THEM OFF BEFORE
T WENT HERE. COMING TO GET You.

Y0V vseD
TO GO HERE?

I'M HEADING STRAIGHT TO
THE AIRPORT.

MAKE SURE TO
INTRODUCE JORDAN
TO YOUR FRIENDS.
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\ Il\ — 5 ;
iy ok A
1-1". . f < 'v,. = -
{ - 4 = ; h ,:
. v \:?\“ y: i | .
MR. PIERRE
WILL PICK WHO'S MR. um ... JdusT
0L GLYS UP. MOM WILL GET PIERRE? A FRIEND OF
YOUR BROTHER il
AND SISTER.
PeB
e B N -
.‘ ' :._ﬁ a } RIVERDAL @ — i :‘. é
G
/ = @ : 4

)

i/ I C'MON, WE DON'T
l /“-)— WANT TO BE LATE.

3 J /
l - w4 2‘
— = . )
7 X
! n-.-:::’. :
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il e g
[ I CAN'T BELIEVE BOTH _ ( S
) YOUR DAD AND YoUR ¢
_/ GRANDFATHER
WENT HERE ...
11 =F:
... YOU GUYS MUST
REALLY Love THIS
PLACE, HUH® WELL, IT'S NOT
LIKE T HAD MUCH
OF A CHOICE.
= OH YEAH, LIAM,
T CAN RELATE
% To THAT.
/
4 5 R ¥
iy~ wour WO/
~
22
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BY THE WAY,

YoU GUYS IT'S SALMON,

SURE WEAR A LOT
OF PINK.

n
O ot
a O ﬁ% [jli
®

'\
LOOKS LIKE

THE DOLL ——
AISLE OF A —
TOYS R’

MOSTLY EVERY-
ONE SHOPS AT
GRAPEVINE GROUESA

= 7 3
“ﬂ%&&é&@aﬂﬂ}ﬁ

AN

T ,/l
,,:\
e Yalr :
192 S A al
m Is" ol

y <

24
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WHO'S THAT?

OH. THAT'S HE STARTED
HERE IN
KINDERGARTEN.

LIKE ME.

HE LIVES RIGHT
DOWN THE STREET
FROM ME AND-

DEANDRE AND HIS
SIDEKICKS, WINSTON
AND ERIC.

THEY'RE
SOPHOMORES.
REAL JERKS,
TOO!
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NICE VEST,
MAURY-0/

supP
: WELCOME TO THE
MAURY-0?

UPPER SCHOOL!

DOES YOUR mommy
LET YOU PICK OUT

YOUR OWN BIG-80Y
CLOTHES NOW?

WHY DO THEY
CALL HIm
MAURY-0?

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 26

OH...IDO
I HEARD ‘CAUSE
IT RHYMES WITH r
'ORE0." BUT I STILL ‘

DON'T GET IT.

i

WHITE ON THE INSIDE.

BLACK ON THE OUTSIDE.

UNFORTUNATELY.
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LET ME SEE
YOUR SCHEDULE.

BUT DON'T WORRY, JORDAN,
MOST KIDS HERE ARE
PRETTY COOL.

N ,
ONE OF GRAYSONS

MIDDLE SCHOOL

FRIENDS?

S0 WHO'S
THIS?

NO, THIS 1S JORDAN.
HE'S IN FIRST FORM,
)

LIKE US. i i I ‘1
-

I'M ANDY. ANDY PETERSON.

YOURE IN THE WOW. GORDON,

FIRST FORM?y#  'YOURE REALLY 50 WHAT SPORT DO

YOU PLAY, GORDON?

AND WHAT
ARE YOU,
ANYWAY?

IT'S JORDAN.

4

27
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...CMON, LET

FORGET IT ... HEY, IM
GONNA BE THE STARTING

ME GIVE YOU

THE SCOOP ON
THE KIDS IN
_ OUR FORM.

QUARTERBACK FOR OUR 4
FOOTBALL TEAM. ..

STARTING WITH
ASHLEY AND RUBY WU.
GOSSIP GIRLS!
S0 KEEP AWAY!

SHOW-OFF!

AWKWARD
KIDS ...

WANNA KEEP AWAY
FROM THE KING OF
THe DORKS HERE.

S0 THAT JUST
LEAVES ME/

AND Y0U DEFINITELY
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HEY, JORDAN -
- : AND YOU'VE GOT MR. GARNER FOR
WHATEVER, WE BOTH HAVE MS. RAWLE PRE-ALGEBRA. YOU'RE GONNA LIKE HIM.

FOR HOMEROOM.

'{;AUSE HES . ..
HES ... WELL ...
YOULL SEE.

THERE'S THE BELL.
CMON, LIL G.

)

GOOD MORNING, EVERYONE,
PLEASE SETTLE DOWN.
IM MS. RAWLE.

29
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"'-g : GOOD v WELCOME.
// GOOD MORNING.
. MORNING.

WHOA/ SORRY,
BRO! THAT NAME
1S TAKEN!

WELL, NOW THERE
ARE TWO OF YOU.

D IT'S OKAY, T

S GO BY DREW
|5 ANYWAY.,

30
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i GREAT! THAT  PLEASE FIND A 5
SOLVES IT. SEAT, DREW. WELL ...0M ...
T LIVE IN
THE BRONX

WITH My

NI | (o
rl{b\ =\l FAVORITE
W AWD TELL US SU%!:% *

A FEW THINGS
ABOUT YOURSELF.

3
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MY NAME 1S COLLIN

HI, T™ JORDAN.

ND T LIKE TO

exceLLent. \[ T LIVE IN WASHNGTON A

S e BT
LOVE TO DRAW. : ,

o e AND SOCCER. 15 My

FIRST. GUIDE.

IM MR. HUNNY BUNNY,
AND THIS IS MY BEST
FRIEND ALEXANDRA.

WE LIVE ON
THE UPPER WEST
SIDE AND WUV
TO MAKE PUPPETS.

32
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MY VERY FIRST
GLASS . ..

AND T ALREADY
CANT WAIT FOR

Y0U SURVIVED
YOUR FIRST

THIS DAY . . .

WHAT CLASS UMMM . . . PRE-ALGEBRA
DO Y0OU HAVE WITH MR GARNER.
ANDY SAYS I'M
GONNA LIKE HIM.




NAH, I CAN

FIND IT ON BUT
THE MAP, THANKS.

TLL SAVE
YOU A SEAT

NEED ME TO
SHOW YOU HOwW
TO GET THERE?

/—\‘

DOWN THE
STAIRS.
e y & i
M — ey T
? N - & &
O\ "
™ \ -] OKAY, NOW <
! \. 2\ TO THE PIERCE
(R )= suLome. N1
) of
] (A . o
i -
TURN THE
AND THROUGH GARNER
THE DOORS.
1

I~
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’ I DON'T THINK
THIS IS THE
MORGAN LIBRARY.

OR THE
RICHARDSON
SCIENCE LAB.

OR THE KALLISHER
PHOTOGRAPHY CENTER!

e

FEELING LOST
AND ALONE.

1 AND ALL THIS WAS
~='/|Y BEFORE LUNCH.

35
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CHAPTER 3

THE HUNGRY GAMES
STOP MOCKING J.







38



YOU'RE JORDAN,
RIGHT? TM ALex CANI TA?KE
FROM HOMEROOM, A LOOK?

HI, ALEX.

Wow! YOURE oMM

HI, JORDAN.
WELCOME

S0 APPARENTLY
THERE'S A SEATING _‘
ARRANGEMENT!/

YEAH, NOT FCR
LOSER FIRST
FORMERS!

SORRY TO BREAK UP  BUT THIS TABLE
THE ISLAND OF |5 FOR SOPHOMORES!
MISFIT BOYS . .." .
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| ® |

1he Dude P‘:’rqm,'d
A cuide to Cafeteria Hierachv

Recular seniors (wolves) « V7Z%
cet the window seats. . )Y ;
" The Upper-Class —
Black Table (Rhinos)

dumors (Foxes) cet their own
??Qtlon in the middle.

Kids who don't sPeak
Enclish that well-
(Mice) fill up the |
GaPs in between.

Freshmen (Ants) o
around the wall without
the windows.

)
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Y 50#56&16@3 (Owls)_

closest to the FoocLl ——
B H

e




—

Senior athletes (Lions) cet the
cool corner with windows.

Theater kids
(whatever lions eat)

1cet stuck sittine next to
senior Jocks.

N

N

% O\
Dorky clubs (Worms) [
neXt to the brick wall.

NN

LS Y T

NN\

L

N\

}

e

And then there's US, seventh and eichth eraders, also
called first and second formers (Toenail Funcus).
We cet to sit in front of the drafty
doorway next to the trash cans.
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» LOSER FIRST FORM TABLE

r?grlv'\%m WASSUP,
5 { ]
Y. LIL G®
ALEX. HEY,
LAME-O/
= !.’;‘L 5 >
¢ o E

<l ™ b ~
F THIS IS COLLIN. v -q

WE GO TO THE SAME  DUDE'S
BASEBALL CAMP. A BEAST!

HI, COLLIN.

mmm .,
DON'T YoU
GUYS JUST

LOVE TAC0S?

WELL, MAYBE
NOT YOU, RAMON . . .

TLL BET YOUR
MOM'S ARE A
LOT BETTER

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 42
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S0, JORDAN, 5‘? ﬁgg\—LE{ES ITS A SMALL
WHAT SCHOOL IN INWOOD. PRIVATE SCHOOL.
DID YOU GO TO?

ONLY
TWENTY-FIVE

KIDS IN My
g R\ WHOLE GRADE.
T

IS THIS TABLE
ALWAYS GONNA
BE 50 WINDY?

CAN YOU GUYS BELIEVE
How LITTLE GORDON 152

I CAN'T BELIEVE

He's THIRTEEN/

» LUNCH WAS FUN. LIAM, ALEX, AND RAMON
WERE COOL. COLLIN WASN'T T0O BAD. BUT I

COULD HAVE REALLY DONE WITHOUT ANDY.

umm . .. s0 ANYWAY,
JORDAN, ARE Y0V

INTO GRAPHIC NOVELS?

LIKE AMULET?

TO BE HONEST,
I DONT REALLY KNOW
A LOT ABOUT THEM.
N .

43
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0 How DO I THAT'S EASY.

GET TO MY OUT THE DOOR . ..
NEXT CLASS?

ACROSS THE |
U\ SQUARE ... A

o

L)
L

27 JUST PAT
= \S‘-:J THE FREIMAN

MUSIC CENTER. /S

4y
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, L 4 HELLO, BOYS, HOW GREAT!! '
» THREE OCLOCK. ' ACNT JORDAN,
FINALLY/ WAS YOUR FIRST A WHEN I WASNT

GETTING LOST. THIS 1S
MR. PIERRE.

BY THE WAY,
SORRY ABOUT

THIS MORNING. GUESS ITM NOT

A MORNING
PERSON.

Y0U THINK

OF RAD?
WELL, HERE WE
ANDY ALWAYS ARE, SON.

LIKE THAT? /

IT'S ABIT
OVERWHELMING. DEFINITELY/ TLL
. GIVE YOU My

GAMER TAG. HES WORSE! wsg‘g cT;UHE:L
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YOUR DAD SAID
YOUD BE HOME
AROUND NOW.

JUST BUMMED
ABOUT M
| NEW SCHoOL.

ILL CATCH YoU
LATER, JORDAN.

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 47

YEAH, I
FIGURED. T
KNOW TH-

umm . ..
JUST A FRIEND
FROM THE
BLOCK.
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)

THE SCHOOL 1S
GIGANTIC! THERE ARE
A HUNDRED KIDS IN

My GRADE.

IM USED TO

—

TWENTY-FIVE!

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 48

50, HOW WAS

THE . ..
YOU KNOW . . .

O

WEAR

WANNA

48

YOU NEVER

OMm ... S0 You

ABOUT My DAY?

WHY ARE Y0U
WEARING A TIE?

TIES.

KNOW

UP TO You.

DIVERSITY? NOT GREAT.
BUT BETTER THAN
WE THOUGHT.

A FEW OF US
IN EACH GRADE.

SURE . .. T MEAN,
IF YOU WANT.
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I GUESS THAT'S
BETTER THAN
NOTHING.

TOO BAD GRANPA'S
NOT HERE. HE LOVES
CHINESE FOOD.

J

N

/]

HOW DID THEY
TREAT Y0U?
PRETTY GOOD.
- BUT I'M
£ T :
ol 5 AR{V}NG
o TLL TELL
- YOU ABOUT IT
— WHILE WE EAT.

YEAH, I MISS
HIM, TOO.

GENERAL TS0S OR
PEPPER STEAK?

i

GENERAL TS0'S. Now

START TALKING.

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 49

R
~
HERE, YOU TAKE THE THANKS, DAD. WELL. THE RIDE

TO SCHOOL WAS QUIET.
LIAM DIDN'T TAK mucH,
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... AND THEN HE DROPPED
ME HOME. THE END.

WOW . .. HeY, DID
YOU SEE KIRK
OUTSIDE?

HE RANG THE
BELL EARLIER.

YEAH, HE WAS ON
THE STOOP.

l/BU'I' I WAS WITH LIAM,
S0 IT WAS KINDA
WEIRD.

HOW COME?

7 fa.. A
5:; {._\
=
)
d 8
X 2

c

A
)

50
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( I DUNNO. IT JUST w.qs.>
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S0 WHAT'S YOUR OVERALL
IMPRESSION OF THE SCHOOL?

DO YOU THINK YOULL
LIKE IT?

T REALLY DON'T KNOW, DAD.
I JUST FEEL LIKE I DON'T KNOW
THE ANSWERS TO ANYTHING.

v TLL TALK TO YOUR

EAH, T FEEL YA, SON. ... AND IF YOU STILL DON'T
TELL YOU WHAT, JUST GIVE  KnOW BY NINTH GRADE ...  MOTHER ABOUT SENDING
TO ART SCHOOL.

IT ASHOT ... /\‘:’OU

Cullw pubom FRmE Juogoo,

\ A

REALLY, DAD?//
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CHAPTER 4

UPPER 41

WEST
ZSIDE/
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WELL, HELL

My BABY.

I 50
HANDSOME.

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 54

MORNIN', MOM,
MORNIN', DAD.

ALWAYS BE

GOOD MORNING, ;
MY LITTLE SWEET IS MY BABY READY

FOR HIS SECOND
PETAT R WEEK OF 5CHoOL? 47

"HE's TWELVE
YEARS OLD,

HAVE A GREAT
DAY, SON.

THANKS.
SEE YOU GUYS
LATER.

54

6/7/18 3:52 PM



HI, MR. AND
L MRS. NORTH. /i
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Jordans TiPs for Taking the B

us

Fittine in on the ride to school is hard work/
| have to be like a chameleon.

For example, in Washincton Heichts,
| try to look touch.

|

Inwood is a little different, so | can lose the hood.
No one ever smiles in the mornine, so You wont catch

Kinesbr’idee is where all of the public school kids et off,
so it s okay to take off my shades. | can even draw/

—

‘ NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 56
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Last comes Riverdale, where | do my best not to look cool
AT ALL! No shades, and definitely no hood. | dont even like
to draw ‘cause PeoPle micht think Im Goine to use my
markers to ‘tac the bus’/ |

That new kid

is kinda cool.

6/7/18 3:52 PM ‘
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HEY, MR. "T-DRIVE-T0-SCHOOL SORRY, DUDE,
IN-A-FANCY-CAR-WHILE-OTHER . I WAS ONLY
PEOPLE-HAVE-TO-TAKE JOKING!

THE-STINKY-BUS.

NAH, HE RUNS THE
COMMUNITY CENTER A
FEW BLOCKS FROM

rﬂ’\? BAD. JORDAN,
MY MOM ALWAYS
STRESSES OUT

WHEN MY DAD OUR HOUSE. S0 HE'S
IS GONE. ALWAYS
CLOSE BY.

DOES YOUR DAD
TRAVEL A LOT,
T00?

YOURE MY DAD IS ALWAYS
LUCKY. ON SOME KINDA BUSINESS - - OR BOTH/
TRIP. OR GOLF TRIP . ..
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GOOD MORNING, CLASS. \
IN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS,

EACH OF YOU WILL Be THERE'S ALSO PARENTS NIGHT,
REQUIRED TO TRY OUT FOR AND SEVERAL WEEKEND
A TEAM ‘SPORT OR THIS SCHOOL TRIPS THAT
SEMESTERS PRODUCTION OF YoU CAN SIGN UP FOR . ..
GEORGE WASHINGTON.
THE MUSICAL.

. .

b k_

JUST REMEMBER
THAT THERE IS AN
EXTRA FEE FOR THESE

TRIPS . ..

(= ~ FOR THOSE OF
’ YOU ON ...

FINANCIAL AID ...

THE SCHOOL WILL
PICK UP A PORTION
OF THE COST.

59
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ARE THERE ANY OTHER QUESTIOMS?\/ DEANDRE?
ESPECIALLY FROM YOU NEW JORDAN?
STUDENTS? ALEXANDRA?

IM SORRY, DREW.
DEANDRE IS ONE OF
MY FORMER STUDENTS.
HE WAS A REAL HANDFUL.

THAT STINKS. BE RIGHT
BACK, THEN ILL HELP
YOU GET TO CLASS.

THANKS. I'M TIRED OF ENDING
UP ON THE FOOTBALL FIELD.

60
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V HELLO, JORDAN,
HOW ARE THINGS

i OH, HI, MR,
GOING* GARNER.

PRETTY GOOD,
EXCEPT I KEEP
GETTING LOST.

MY OLD SCHOOL
WAS ONLY ONE
BUILDING.

V

YES, THAT CAN BE A LITTLE
DAUNTING. HOW ARE YOU
FITTING IN?

OKAY, EXCEPT THEY KEEP
CALLING ME AND DREW

I WOULDN'T READ ANYTHING
INTO IT. I'M SURE IT'S
ONLY BECAUSE YOURE NEW.

V GOOD LUCK
THIS SEASON,
COACH RICK.

OOCH, CoaL.
WHAT DO Y0U

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 61
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Im NoT
THE COACH!

WHAT WAS
THAT ABOUT?

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 62

OH, 50 THEN
YOU MUST BE

POOR GUY IS
HAVING A HARD
TIME ATTING IN.

I'VE BEEN
HERE FOURTEN
YEARS/H/

BUT I'M GLAD
WE HAD
THIS TALK.

AW, TOO BAD.
C'MON, LET'S GET THERE'S NO TELLING
Y0U TO CLASS. WHERE YOU'LL END
UP THIS TIME.
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» I THINK MR. ROCHE, MY BIO [ AND THE WHOLE HARKNESS THING IS COOL., TO0O.
TEACHER, IS MY FAVORITE.  H \g ALL SIT AROUND A BIG CONFERENCE TABLE.

HE'S HILARIOUS! T FELT LIKE I WAS AT AN IMPORTANT
S BOARD MEETING.
ASSISTANT =70 Lo o J ] | L. ‘
MR. SKELETOR . . . B
, -
HE'S A REAL A J
NUMBSKULL! ) =
- T AM =
DEFINITELY
§ BRUCE WAYNE!

RRRRRIIIN] MMMMN@@@@@@@@@@/WM/M

[ HEY. MAURY,
ALL RIGHT, YoU NO HOMEWORK N\ I'M JORDAN. /= |
LOONEY TUNES, TONIGHT, TVE GOT | 7 b
BEAT IT!/ TICKETS TO
HAMILTON,

CH.

WELL . .. SORTA.

50, XBOX OR
PLAYSTATION?

ACTUALLY,
I'M REALLY
NOT MUCH
OF A GAMER.

porr 9
DID TRY

M MINDCRAFT
ONCE.

* YOU KNOW,
DOWNTOWN.
>

CENTRAL PARK
WEST?

You MEAM ;
MINECRAFT.

63
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_ {  ALEXANDER HAMILTON IN ~OR AT LEAST

TRY OUT FOR A MUSICAL THE ORCHESTRA.

BUT I DO
KINDA LIKE
SQUASH. DO

NAH, I'M MORE
OF A BROCCOLI

NICE MEETING

¥0U, JORDAN. 5
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, THANK GOODNESS, \ | m
C'MON, JORDAN, - HEY, CHECK
AT LEAST THE | IT OUT, THE AUDITORIUM

FOOD HeRE 15/ LIAM.. HAS THE SAME
GOOD. _ A NAME AS YU/

TIME FOR

THE TWO THINGS THAT I CAN
HUH? OH YEAH . .. S ALWAYS COUNT ON DURING LUNCH.
LET'S HURRY! THE FREEZING BREEZE THAT COMES
FROM THE HALLWAY . ..

HOW COME EVERYTHING THE KEEFE ART
15 NAMED AFTER CENTER ... THE LIEBER

SOMEONE? i‘i GYM . .. HEY, WAIT UP!!

AND A DAILY VISIT FROM THE THREE HORSEMEN OF THE APOCALYPSE!
IM STILL NOT SURE WHICH ONE IS WORSE.

ENJOY YOUR
LUNCH. GIRLS.
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728

| |

JORDAN, THIS 1S
ASHLEY MARTIN AND

RUBY WU,

Y

" gﬁ @1@1@137’2?

YOU'RE SUCH
A JERK, ANDY/

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 66

NO, IT'S IN THE CITY
NEAR THE GEORGE

HI. ASHLEY.
HI. RUBY.

A (7= |

@@/ 0

50, JORDAN, WHERE'S

"N WASHINGTON HEIGHTS?

IS THAT NEAR
DOBBS FERRY?

WASHNGTON BRIDGE. L
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AND WHO DO
Y0U LIVE WITH? JUST YOUR MOM?

AND HS DAD! AMOU HAVE ALL YEAR
He's TRYING ToO TO GET ALL UP IN

EAT LUNCH. HIS BUSINESS.

DID YOU DECIDE WHAT TEAM I THINK SOCCER.
YOU'RE GOING OUT FOR TVE NEVER BUT LIAM SAYS IT
YET, JORDAN? PLAYED BEFORE . . . SHOULD BE FUN.
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First of all, our team
name is The Riverdale
Academy Tadpoles, or
The RAD Tads! Ugh!

| thousht about
foothall, but then
| thousht
about this/

has to Join a team or
Go out for the musical.
| cant sine!

gThis semester, everyone

.. )o@vb‘ﬂ
EANKSs

=y P17

BoRN
20w -
DIED

~JA o] L/QNTL\/

My other choices are
cross country,
vollevball,
competitive Yoea,
ultimate Frisbee (no Joke),
and soccer.

Even thouch I've b
never Plaved before,
Liam told me that all |

needed to make one of
our five soccer teams
is a couple of these.

\

—

Team 1. Varsity

Team 2.
Junior Varsity

Team 3.
Thirds

Team 4: Lower
Form A Team

j%,«@

Team 5. Lower
Form B Team

Guess which

one | made.

\
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They even made me caPtain because I'm
the only kid who NEVER threw up durine
Practice AND has never had a concussion.

Now, the varsity cames
are amazing/ p—

. f '1"Y:‘_\\j\_&\.‘
Plavers soar hich ¢Zgi s
into the air to _7%##

make acrobatic Zg&
l kicks!

And parents pack ™
the stands to cheer

for ther kids. ﬁ
e \N [T 7

Fy by a

Meanwhile OUR Games look
more like they're castine
for a low-budeet karate movie.

Parents use the time
to check email or Play
Words with Friends.

" VES/ TRIPLE
WORD
SCOREN
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MORE NERVOUS

f “\  THAN EXCITED.
| _ T'VE NEVER ACTUALLY
i BEEN ON A TEAM

BEFORE.

EXCITED ABOUT
YOUR FIRST

AND I'VE DEFINITELY
NEVER PLAYED
SOCCER.

I DON'T EVEN REALLY
KNOW THE RULES
THAT WELL.

AWW, YOU SHOULD HAVE THE NEW FIFA?
TOLD ME, T WOULD HAVE IT'S AWESOME/
HELPED YOU. ME A GAME FOR
MY XBOX. I LEARNED
A BIT FROM THAT.
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PUH-LEASE! vou DON'T
KNOW MY DAD. T NEVER
GET NEW GAMES.

HEY, ANDY, CONGRATS ON
BEING THE STARTING
QUARTERBACK!

MAN/

WHATEVER,

DIDN'T ¥0U HEAR?
ANDY'S NOT THE
STARTING @B . ..

I ALREADY KNEW,
I JUST WANTED TO
MAKE HIM SALTY.

GOOD LUCK, JORDAN.
T HOPE YOU WIN.

Y00, TOO, L1AM.

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 73
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~

COOL SOCCER
UNIFORMS




THE LIEBER SPORTS |
FACILITY. CONE OF OUR “‘
THREE GYM!)

STINKY SOCCER
UNIFORMS
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WoW/ THOSE GUYS
FROM FRANCIS PREP ARE
TAKING THIS GAME
REALLY SERIOUSLY!

OKAY, TADPOLES,
ON THREE-

WAIT?
WHAT 24/

NewKid_ixt_des3_cc15.indd 76 @ 6/7/18 3:53PM



OKAY, JORDAN,
IT'S GAME TIME.
ARE YOU READY?

|
- / “\\m.\'M\'l\\\\\“l
i)

WHAT ARE Y0U.,
AN ESKIMO?

IS THAT RP.CIST?vlT'S ONLY

I'M SORRY IF OCTOBER/ C'MON,
ANYONE FOUND SHIRT AND

THAT OFFENSIVE. SHORTS ONLY.

BUT IT'S

FREEZINEY

BTy o : WELL, THEN JUST N

BY THE WAY,
. WHAT THAT 77—
YOURE STARTING  memve? /L GET OUT THERE

AT FORWARD, = Aoy

CAN DO THAT!/

\4

I MEAN, BECAUSE
YOU LOOK ATHLETIC!
NOT BECAUSE . ..

YOU KNOW . . .
WE'RE ALL q
CREATED EQUAL,
JORDAN. T REALLY
BELIEVE THAT. /
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THE MORE YOU
RUN AROUND,

THE WARMER
YOULL GET.
e

—
NOW GRAB
A DOUGHNUT ... AND GO SCORE ))
FOR ENERGY ... US SOME RUNS! .@
A %

O
S ) | S
N o)

B
SR
T

%

SN

" THEYRE
SALMON.

CI,EATS 777,
A A
@@Pg coT ON SALz, ~
OP‘

Z
. _
@;A

78
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»THE GAME WAS TIED IN THE FIFTY-THIRD MINUTE, (ACTUALLY, I HAVE NO IDEA
WHAT THAT MEANS, BUT I HEARD IT ON TV ONCE AND IT SOUNDS COOL!)
IN REALITY, WE WERE BEING BEATEN LIKE A BUNCH OF EGGS!

THAT'S My

GO
BABY oUT p
THERE! JORDAN/

OMIGOSH//
MOM, PLEASE
STOP CHEERING!
WERE BEING
SLAUGHTERED!

DAD,

PLEASE mAKE
HER STOP!

Fniry

ad(&::

&

THIS IS
= 5000000000
EMBARRASSING!

/

i
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NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.ndd 79 @ 6/7118 3:53 PM



THE CROWD
WENT WILD/!

WAIT, WHAT JUST
HAPPENED?

T THINK JORDAN
SCORED A RUN/
ARE WE ALLOWED
TO DO THAT?
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7,

NOW THAT'S A
CELEBRATION/

I DIDN'T KNOW HE
CouLD DANCE.

CHECK ouT
HIS CELLY!

DOUGHNUT S
FOR
EVERYON E /i

WE DIDN'T EVEN COMmE CLOSE

TO WINNING. IN FACT, WE LOST 11-1/
BUT MY GOAL WAS THE FIRST ONE
THAT A FIFTHS TEAM HAD SCORED
IN SEVEN YEARS!

AND IT WAS THE ONLY ONE THAT

WE WOULD SCORE ALL SEASON.

< 3/ 1

STILL, T ENDED UP LIKING SOCCER A LOT MORE THAN I THOUGHT. IT WAS NICE BEING
ON A SCHOOL TEAM. WHO KNOWS-MAYBE ILL EVEN GO OUT FOR A SPRING SPORT
(EVEN THOUGH THEY'RE OPTIONAL). BUT HOPEFULLY ONE THAT PLAYS INDOORS . ..
WITH HEAT/

&l
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JORDAN BANKS
THE NON-WINTER SQLDieR



5 -
GHI’QEESATT.-EI'\?S::’E' FOR REAL? YEAH, WELL, FOOTBALL
‘I STAYED TILL THANKS, ISNT EVERYTHING.

ASHLEY.

I GOT AN 87
ON OUR
PRE-ALGEBRA TEST.

[ ASK DREW WHAT
HE cot!/

ACTUALLY, A HUNDRED
AN, AND FOUR IF YOU
COUNT THE EXTRA-
CREDIT PROBLEMS,

SINCE IT'S SUCH A Bl—:ﬁ«unpuzil
DAY, IM LETTING YoU
ALL HAVE STUDY HALL
OUTSIDE.

WHATEVER, DAWG.
NOBODY LIKES A
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MAN, T DON'T KNOW \V/ .
' IT'S LIKE
ABOUT Y0U, BUT I THET

THINK ILL PASS ON
GOING OUTSIDE. o

'\\/— I
WE CAN JUST BOUT TIME
CHILL HERE. WE TALKED

~J

ANYWAY.

T KNOW, RIGHT 2/
IT's FREEZING/

S0 WHAT DO YOU THINK
OF THE AMAZING RIVERDALE
ACADEMY DAY SCHOOL?

YOU KNOW, I DON'T
REALLY KNOW . .. DREW.

I MEAN, T LIKE
SOME THINGS.

How 'BOUT
You?

WEEEEEEELLLLLLLLL . . .
I WONT SAY
THATE IT ...
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IF YOU WANNA
GO WITH-

HEY, JORDAN,
ARE Y0OU
COMING?

GONNA HANG
OUT HERE.

DREW.

I'M GooD,

FINISH.

"
11

IT'S JUST THAT I'VE BEEN
HERE TWO MONTHS AND
PEOPLE STILL DON'T
REALLY TALK TO ME.

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 86

BUT YOU'RE ONE OF
THE STARS OF THE

I GET LOTS OF HIGH FIVES
AND ‘GOOD GAME, BRO."

BUT IT DOESN'T REALLY
GO PAST THAT.
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! AND IT PROBABLY DOESN'T

HELP THAT I BEAT OUT TRUE ...
ANDY FOR THE QB JOB. BUT YOU PROBABLY

ﬂ ' DON'T WANT TO BE
| HIS FRIEND ANYWAY.

>

YEAH, WHAT A
TooL!

WHO'S YOUR
GUIDE?

Y SOME GUY NAMED ROGER. \ F.“M?‘II
HE SHOWED ME AROUND R,
THE FIRST DAY, THEN 2 \B

STOPPED.

I KNOW, RIGHT?
SOME KIDS EVEN CALLED
ME MAURY A FEW TIMES.

S0 WHAT'S UP WITH
MS. RAWLE ALWAYS

CALLING Me DEANDRE?

NewKid_ixt_des3_cc15.indd 87 @ 6/7/18 3:53PM



SEE? THOSE ARE THE

THINGS THAT BOTHER ME.
LIKE WHENEVER A CLASS EVERYONE STARES
TALKS ABOUT SLAVERY AT Y0U, RIGHT?

OR CIVIL RIGHTS- AND FINANCIAL AID!

I EVEN GOT STARED

AT WHEN WE TALKED ABOUT
MINORITY PARTNERSHIPS
IN BUSINESS.

50 DO YoU
EVER TELL YOUR
PARENTS HOW
YOU FEEL?

IT'S JUST ME AND MY
GRANDMOTHER. AND I DON'T
WANNA WORRY HER.
YOU KNOW THAT
GENERATION DOESN'T
LIKE TO COMPLAIN.

FOR REAL!
My GRANPA VEVER |
COMPLAINS.

SHE SAYS THAT IN ORDER
TO BECOME SUCCESSFUL
ONE DAY, T NEED TO GET USED
TO BEING A "FLY IN THE
BUTTERMILK!

AFLY IN THE . ..
WOW! T NEVER
HEARD THAT
BEFORE.
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r
IF WE WEREN'T SMART,
WE COULDN'T HAVE
GOTTEN INTO THIS
SCHOOL IN THE FIRST

THEN WHY DO THE‘H

WE DON'T

PLACE, RIGHT?

DIDNT I?

MAKE IT S0 DRESS WEIRD.
TOUGH FOR US?

WE DON'T USE ﬂ
WHOLE LOT OF SLANG
THEY CAN'T UNDERSTAND.
_d

WERE NOT
AGGRESSIVE.

T THINK YOU
JUST DESCRIBED
ANDY.

WELL, JEROME WED
BETTER BREAK THIS
UP BEFORE THEY THINK
WERE STARTING A

GANG OR SOMETHING.

\/" wou GoT IT,
DEMETRIUS.

IM GLAD WE
FINALLY GOT A

I REALLY DON'T THINK
IT'S NICE TO CALL
JORDAN A DOG.

‘ NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 89

I DIDN'T REALLY,
IT WAS JUST

HOMAN BEING,

6/7/18 3:53 PM



EXCUSE ME,

YOUNG MAN?/

AND I THINK IT WoULD
BE NICE IF YOU
APOLOGIZED FOR
ALWAYS CALLING

me DEANDRE.

AND T THINK IT
WOULD BE NICE IF
Y0U APOLOGIZED.

BESIDES, ANDY CALLS WHY DON'T YOU EVER AND I'M NOT SORRY,
peoPLE DAWG ALL SAY SOMETHING TO ‘CAUSE JORDAN KNOWS
THE TIME. HIM?/ I WAS JUST PLAYINY

BUT TLL TELL I'M SORRY T EVER
YOU WHAT I CAME TO THIS

STUPID SCHOOL.
AM SORRY FOR . . .

MAN!
THAT SURE ESCALATED
QUICKLY!

0
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» SIX OCLOCK. MOM AND DAD ARE
AT MY PARENTS NIGHT.

SHE THINKS SHE'S
ALL WONDERFUL AND
ACCEPTING, BUT
SHE'S NOT.

MAN!/ I STILL CANT
BELIEVE YOU SAID
THAT TO HER!

AND SHE ACTS LIKE
SHE KNOWS ME,
BUT SHE
DOESN'T.

IT'S REALLY
FRUSTRATING.

YEAH, WELL, SHE
DESERVED IT.

SORRY I DIDN'T THANKS, BUT
DEFEND Y0U, BUT I IT WASNT ANYWAY, T GOTTA GO.

WAS IN SHOCK. A\ YOUR FIGHT. IVE GOT CRAZY
HOMEWORK.

SEE YA
TOMORROW.
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HOW WAS
T2

JORDAN BANKS/ \
A C v spANISH? /.

GO AHEAD.
ASK HIM,
CHUCK.

SORRY, Mom,
ST. HARWELL'S
NEVER TAUGHT

US THE
VOSO0TROS FORM.

BUT I GOT

THAT'S WHAT I
WANTED TO ASK

IT'S JUST

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 92
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MS. RAWLE SAYS THAT

YOU AND DREW DON'T YoU STAY INSIDE _
ASSOCIATE WITH WHILE THE REST WHAT'S GOING ON?
THE OTHER KIDS. / OF THE CLASS ARE KIDS PICKING

15 OUTSIDE. ON Y0U?

BESIDES, THAT JUST
HAPPENED TODAY

\ IT'S WINTER,
THEN WHY, : DAD!
JORDAN? '

YoU CAN
TELL ME,
SON.

a3
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| WHO WANTS TO SIT IN THE GRASS |
WHEN IT'S FREEZING OUTSIDE?

S0...0MMM . ..
WHAT DID MY OTHER
TEACHERS SAY?

T TOOK NOTES.

MS. BROSNAN SAID YOU HAND
IN YOUR WORK ON TIME
AND ARE DOING WELL.

M5, RAWLE SAYS YOURE
VERY WELL-SPOKEN AND
WELL-BEHAVED.

WHICH WOULD BE A
COMPLIMENT IF YOU WERE MR. GARNER SAID

IN KINDERGARTEN. YOURE DOING WELL
IN PRE-ALGEBRA.

4
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MR. ROCHE WOULD LIKE : AND HE LOVED
Y0U TO RAISE YOUR COACHING YOU
HAND MORE. IN SOCCER.

AND HE KEPT ASKING US IF
WHAT HE SAID WAS RACIST.

THAT WAS

YEP, THAT'S

MR. ROCHE.
HOW WERE THE
OTHER PARENTS?

DREW'S GRANDMOTHER
WAS REALLY SWEET.

AND LIAM'S mMom
WAS THERE, BUT
NOT HIS DAD.

SHE'S NICE.

ALTHOUGH SHE WAS A LITTLE YV
PUSHY ABOUT TRYING TO GET
ME TO JOIN THE PTA . ..

<7 \
AND MEET HER ~ AND SOMETHING

FOR YOGA . ..
A /\CHLLED REIKI . .. I TOLD HER T

WORK FULL-TIME.
&}éf 1

N B \\
AND ALEX'S PARENTS CO0L: WERE THhIKiNG AND MAN! THOSE HORS
WERE NICE. WE TOLD ABOUT DOING A GRAPHIC J\ D'OEUVRES WERE GREAT.

BUT SHE DIDN'T
SEEM TO GET IT.

THEM HOW MUCH Y0U NOVEL TOGETHER.
LIKE HIM.

‘1”

—flh

ESPECIALLY THE
SHRIMP/

({

5
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V : <
NO, BUT ITS WE'VE TALKED
NECESSARY. ABOUT THIS,

AND JORDAN, WE ALS0 GOT
A SENSE OF WHAT IT MUsT
BE LIKE FOR YOU THERE.

I KNOW IT CANT
BE EASY, SON.

BUT DO YOU KNOW HOW MANY
OF OUR 1,200 EMPLOYEES
ARE AFRICAN AMERICAN?

HONEY, YOU KNOW I WORK ;;
WE PUBLISH
FOR ONE OF THE LARGEST NINETY DIFFERENT

PUBLISHING COMPANIES
IN THE WORLD . ..

T KNOW,
MOM. FIFTY.

THE POINT 1S,
IN ORDER TO BE
SUCCESSFUL
IN CORPORATE
AMERICA, YOU
HAVE TO KNOW
HOW TO PLAY
THE GAME.

THeEY JUST GOT RID OF
DONNA AND JEANNINE IN
CONSUMER MARKETING,

BUT NOT EVERYONE
CAN PLAY THAT
GAME, ELLICE.

NOR SHOULD THEY
HAVE TOf
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THE ONLY GOOD THING
THAT CAME OUTTA WORKING
THERE WAS MEETING YOU.

THEY DON'T GIVE YOU
ALL THE PIECES OR EVEN
"\ TEACH YOU THe RULES.

BUT IF Yo HAD STAvED, YoU

MIGHT BE EDITORIAL DIRECTOR BY

NOW. YOU PRACTICALLY RAN THAT
WEBSITE ANYWAY. -

AND THAT S WHAT
THIS SCHOOL CAN
DO FOR US.

IF HE CAN HANDLE FEELING
LIKE AN OUTSIDER. KIDS
TALKING ABOUT MOVIES HE
HASN'T SEEN. OR BOOKS
HE HASN'T READ ...

THAT'S WHY IT'S
IMPORTANT THAT
JORDAN LEARNS THE

RULES NOw.

ARE WE TALKING
ABOUT JORDAN,
OR Y0U. CHUCK?

THIS WILL OPEN UP NEW
DOORS. COLLEGES,
NETWORKING . . .

OPPORTUNITIES THAT
YOU AND T NEVER HAD.

BY NINTH GRADE, IF HE
STILL WANTS TO GO TO
ART SCHOOL. HE SHOULD BE
ABLE TO GO.

IT's JORDAN'S
LIFE, ELLICE.
NOT OURS!

7
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o BUT WHEN ) o S
MY MOM AND DAD Y =} DD THev { B
HEY, ALEX, : HEY, REALLY LIKED YOUR
WAIT UP. : ( PARENTS. Jm

£~

= <
F REALLY? ... WELL, THAT'S
[l  WEIRD. THEY DEFINITELY
SAID "ALEX'S PARENTS."

LAST NIGHT AT il/ My PARENTS ARE IN
THE CONFERENCE. Y | FLORIDA, IM STAYING |\
&1\ WITH MY GRANDMOTHER. /1IN

HWMM . . . THAT /5 WEIRD, \
LET ME KNOW IF
Y0U FIGURE IT OUT.
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AR

”

ALEXANDRA'S MOoMmy AND
DADDY SAID THAT YOU WANT
TO BE OUR FRIEND.

WE WOULD LIKS '

THAT A

Lot/

TALKED ... [

TOhaa:
ALEXS ...
PARENTS . ..

NO, SILLY BILLY. m¥
MoM AND DAD CALL
ME ALEX AT HOME.

DIDNT TELL ALEX'S
PARENTS HOW MUCH
ILKEHIM/ ...

THEY TOLD

ALEXANDRA'S PARENTS
HOW MUCH I LIKE HER/!!

b Pl

THEY SAY THAT THERE ARE SOME
ANIMALS THAT WILL CHEW OFF
THEIR OWN LEG TO GET OUT OF A

TRAP. T NEVER UNDERSTQOD THAT ...

THEN I THOUGHT OF MY GRANPA
WHO SAYS, "YOU DON'T HAVE TO
LIKE EVERYONE, BUT YOU DON'T HAVE
TO BE A JERK ABOUT IT, EITHER!

UNTIL NOWY
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» NINE DAYS LATER

HEY. ALEXANDRA, DO Y0U
MIND IF T STEAL JORDAN?
T NEED TO TELL
HIM SOMETHING.

BUT THANKS
FOR ASKING . . .

NO, I DONT
MIND, DREW.

USUALLY PEOPLE
JUST WALK AWAY.

100
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( WE WERE GONNA
GO FOR A WALK .

1]
n

= —
- —;

— -
= = -
g < glapc. " o
- 'C._
SQUASsY
/ ~
X T
T 3 N
L4

RAD vAD

ARE YOU PLAYING
HOOPS NEXT TERM?

v ommm . .,
YOU WANNA

i COME?

o
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I ALWAYS FEEL LIKE OH, T KNOW

EVERYONE ASSUMES ~ AND THAT KINDA Y| g ACTLY \HaT PEOPLE ALWAYS
IPLAYBALL ... A BOTHERS ME, Yo MEAN,  ASSUME THINGS
__ A\ ABOUT ME, TOO.

S50 WHERE S WHO?

VOEJORRSEEQD- voU MEAN  YOU KNOW, I DUNNO . . .
- LIAM? T GUESS HE GOT AN

EARLY START ON HIS

THANKSGIVING BREAK.
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NAH, IM NOT GOOD
ENOUGH TO MAKE Lp , AND SPEED . ..
FOR MY LACK OF A\
HEIGHT . ..

WHAT ABOUT
Y0U, LeBRON?

AND MY ONE-INCH Y
VERTICAL.

TVE NEVER BEEN GOOD
AT SPORTS, GUYS,

BUT I AM ONE OF
THE SET DESIGNERS
FOR THE MUSICAL.

NICE, ALEXANDRA!
TLL BET YOULL
BE REALLY GOQD.

You Do?/
THANK Y0V

HAVE A GREAT BREAK,
ALEXANDRA. ILL TEXT SOUNDS

YOU TONIGHT, JOAKIM. GOOD,
Era DeMARCUS.
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» THANKSGIVING BREAK. WHEN T WOKE
UP ON SATURDAY, I COULDN'T STOP
THINKING ABOUT MY GRANPA. AND THEN .. .

I WAS JUST AND T WAS THINKING
THINKING ABOUT Y0OUL, TOO.

ABOUT YoU.

S0 ARE YOU
SIX FEET
TALL YET?

ABSOLUTELY/ IT'S S0 QUIET AND
PEACEFUL. I'M SORRY I LEFT, BUT
IT WAS TIME FOR ME TO MOVE ON.

- JUST KNOW THAT IM IN
\ A MUCH BETTER PLACE NOW.

108
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IM NOT DEAD. JORDAN. I

ONLY FORTY MINUTES AWAY!

JUST MOVED TO YONKERS. IT'S ' AND yoU NEED To  'HE LIGHT FROM

TURN ON THE YOUR Lasw
CEILING LIGHT.

IS TERRIBLE/

THERE, THAT'S

I CALLED YoU
AJILLION TIMES! . ..

HOW COME YOU
DIDN'T ANSWER
YOUR PHONE?

I TOLD CHUCK

ONE OF THESE
CELLULAR PHONES

INSISTED.

THEY TOLD ME TO SWIPE NO. GRANPA, NOT THe
THE BUTTON WHEN IT RINGS, BUTTON ON THE SIDE,

BUT WHENEVER T DO, THe ONE ON THE SCREEN,
THE PHONE SHUTS OFF.

HERE, TLL
SHOW YOU . ..

I DIDNT WANT

BUT YoU KNOW
YOUR MOM, SHE

SHOW ME AT LUNCH. IM TAKING
YOU TO THIS GREAT CHINESE PLACE
BY MY SENIOR CENTER.
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ENJOY YOUR
GAME, SON.

WANNA JOIN ;
NAH, TM COACHING

A GAME TODAY.

BUT, JORDAN,
IFICALL ...

... PLEASE
SHOW DAD HOW
TO ANSWER
HIS PHONE.

GOT YOUR
KEYS?

GROUND
HIM,

GRAN'PA!

YEP, RIGHT
HERE-

ENJOY YOUR

DAY. DAD. TRAITOR!

o O enoucH HaNDsHAKE Foree (] |
° TO CRUSH AN ELEPHANT
e
® .
Q —
110
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B|(;(;l|5Tr<51}£:r;?rluH ST, \ 4 \/ SOME ARE REALLY

S0 TELL ME HARWELL'S. N RICH. YOU SHOULD SEE

ABOUT THIS Wou!
NEW SCHOOL AND TREES Bl i THE CARS THAT PICK

OF YOURS. EVERYWHERE! IT'S ARE THE THEM P,
LIKE HAVING CLASS A KIDS LIKE?
_ IN CENTRAL PARK. /

FANCY, HUH?

AND ONE OF
THE SENIORS IS ON
A TV SHOW. ANOTHER |
KID'S DAD IS A BIG
SHOT WITH
THE YANKEES.

AND ONE OF THE
JUNIORS 1S IN THE
LION KING ON
BROADWAY.

BROADWAY?/ Wow!

AND THESE ARE
YOUR FRIENDS?

WELL, I DON'T
ACTUALLY KNOW
THOSE KiDs.

YoU WILL.

HOW IS IT AT
THE SENIOR CENTER?

GREAT!
THEY CALL ME "THE NEW
KID." PRETTY FUNNY., HUH?

S50 WHAT SPORTS
DO THEY PLAY AT THIS
FANCY SCHOOL? POLO?

UGH! Y00 HAD TO
BRING UP SPORTS.
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T PLAYED SOCCER.
IT WAS OKAY.

EVEN SCORED A

GOAL. BUT IT WAS
FREEZING!

SORRY T MISSED |
IT, KIDDO.

50, TELL ME
ABOUT YOUR
FRIENDS.

WELL, THERE'S LIAM.
HE'S MY GUIDE, 50 HE'S
THE ONE WHO SHOWED

ME AROUND. .
D

I DIDN'T THINK HE
LIKED ME AT FIRST,

BUT I'M PRETTY SURE

HE DOES NOW.

OH? 50 WHAT'S
He LIKE?

WELL, THAT'S GOOD.
ANYONE ELSE?

12
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HE'S JUST LIKE
YOU OR ME.

OH YEAH. THIS
KID NAMED
DREW.

I LIKE HM A

LOT, TOO.
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HE'S BLACK. BUT IT Took NI O 2
US A WHILE TO CONNECT. MR IR EATS

'

YOU KNOW, I ¥ ONE DAY WE JUST Y
DON'T KNOW. , STARTED TALKING.

NO, IT'S USUALLY JUST YOU KNOW, T

ME AND LIAM, OR
ME AND DREW.

13
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YOU COULDN'T PRONOUNCE
"SHRIMP." ANYWAY, THAT'S YOU ATE THE
ALL ¥YOU EVER ORDERED. NOODLES ONE

AT ATIME . ..

JORDAN, WHEN YOU WERE
LITTLE, YOU USED TO
LOVE "‘sTRIMP LO MEN."

USED TO PRETEND
THEY WERE WORMS . ..

TOTALLY
DISGUSTING!

AND NOW IT'S \/_

GENERAL TS0'S BUT IT STILL
CHICKEN. TAKES YOU NINE
HOURS TO ORDER.

THEN ONE DAY YOU
DISCOVERED
PEPPER STEAK.

THAT'S WHY TODAY, WE
LIVED DANGEROUSLY AND

ORDERED ALL THREE/

T DIDN'T KNOW ;
THAT WAS Y0U DONT ALWAYS JUST KNOW THAT WHATEVER

LEGAL! HAVE TO CHOOSE. KIDDO. YoU DO, TLL ALWAYS
SOMETIMES LET BE PROUD OF YOU.

YOURSELF BE HAPPY.

14
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AND TLL BE PROUD OF YOU BUT I DON'T KNOW
WHEN YOU LEARN HOw TO WELL, TWOULD yow To WoRK

ANSWER YOUR PHONE. TELL YOU TO LEAVE THAT EITHER.
A MESSAGE . . .

50, YOUR DAD SAYS YoU ' !\fl?cg omgggo%?’-\m PLUS IM STILL A
GET A LOT OF HOMEWORK. IGOT AT LITTLE BUMMED ABOUT

NOT GOING TO ART

ST. HARWELL S. SCHOOL.

' BUT LUCKILY, THE HIGH ,
MIME DOESN'T START YEARS TO CONVINCE PRACTICE IN MY
TILL NINTHGRADE ... a  MOM TOLET ME GO. SKETCHBOOK.
WANNA
SEE?

ns
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= i - R AT

A Tale of Terror!

First, my mom can NEVER
find her camera. It could
be antYwhere!

0

< ™

=0
N

Plus, it's really old/ It used to be

her dad's, so she refuses to cet Then she makes us take
a new one or use her Phone. a Jillion shots in hopes
It still uses somethine called that a few of them misht

. film/ Gooale it/ actually turn out cood.

=

But they almost
never do/

‘ NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 116 @
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/ \

Then it's HER TURN to Pose for a Jillion Pics. |
. Sometimes she even chances her clothes between shots. |
". And shes ALWAYS asks a Jillion auestions.

Wait, Chuck. Brinc the tree |
back inside, we have to retake

our Christmas Photosf _

But the worst Part is that
by the time she cets
her photos develored

(that's richt, develored!)

and sees how BAD they are,
it's usually too late to do

anythine. \—@—0@
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» IT TOOK ME A FEW DAYS TO REALIZE
THAT GRAN'PA'S STORY WAS A
METAPHOR. (MAYBE THAT'S WHERE I
GET IT FROM.) 50 I DECIDED TO SEE
IF GENERAL TS0'S CHICKEN COULD
GET ALONG WITH PEPPER STEAK.

OKAY, GUYS,
MISSION
BEGINS IN . . .

LIAM, USE
YOUR MAGIC!

DREW AND T WILL
PROTECT Y0U.

118
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DREW, YOU GET HERE COME

THANKS,

THE HEALTH. THE ORCS!
JORDAN, GRAB LIAW GO
THE GOLD. GET IT. DREW. CAREFUL
. THEY DON'T
STAB YOU IN

DON'T WORRY,
IM USED TO
DEALING WITH
ANDY.

» A HUNDRED HOURS LATER

HA/ GOOD
ONE, DREW!

JORDAN, COMEe
ON, BABY!

THIS WAS A LOT
OF FUN/

| THANKSGIVING,
 JAQUAVIOUS!

HA/
SAME TO YOU,
DARIUS.

YOU KNOW, GENERAL TS0'S
WITH PEPPER STEAK WASN'T
BAD. IT WASN'T BAD AT ALL.

INSIDE JOKE, LIAM.
HAPPY THANKSGIVING.

m
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»THANKSGIVING DINNER WITH MOM, DAD, GRANPA,
MISS NEAL, AUNT MARGO, COUSIN BOBBY, AND ME.
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STRAIGHT

SOUTH
UPTOWN




S0 WHERE DID WE WENT TO AWESOME, COLLINY

YOU GO SKIING? ASPEN! IT WAS

AMAZING. HEY/ MAYBE YOU CAN

COME WITH US TO
HAWAII FOR
CHRISTMAS,

WE WENT TO - :
JACKSON HOLE, { YOU WENT ALL THE

IT WAS 50000 YOU SHOULDA  \ WAY TO ALASKA

?
cooLt /1 seen THE Shiow RIS
- IN ALTA!

WAS 50000
WORTH IT.

T'VE BEEN GOING
TO VAL SINCE |/ YOU SHOULDA

I WAS A KID. SEEN MY DAD TRY
TO SNOWBOARD.

HEZLAERT. " WE WENT TO OUR
DD/ ; PLACE IN THE

IT'S ON My ADIRONDACKS.
INSTAGRAM.

ME TOO, WE
SHOULDA
HUNG OUT.

THAT MAKES
TWO OF US,
JORDAN/!
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WELCOME BACK,
EVERYONE. I HOPE
YOU ALL ENJOYED
YOUR BREAK ...

BUT FIRST, WERE
WERE ABOUT TO GOING TO PICK OUR

HEAD OVER TO OUR SECRET SANTAS ...  EACH PERSON WILL
SCHOOLWIDE BOOK FAIR . . . RECEIVE THREE GIFTS . ..

THe FIRST TWO

Y0U CAN DECORATE SOMEONE'S THe LAST ONE
LOCKER, BAKE GOODIES, OR EVEN SHOULD BE A
WRITE A POEM . .. PURCHASE . . .

BUT YOU ARE NOT
TO SPEND MORE
THAN TEN DOLLARS.

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 125

ON YOUR WAY 0UT,
MAKE SURE Y0U PICK
A NAME FROM
THIS BAG.

ANY QUESTIONS?
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" 15 THERE FINANCIAL AID\
FOR THOSE WHO QUALIFY?




I'M STARTING NOT
TO CARE WHAT
MS. RAWLE THINKS.

KUDE, WHAT\/

I THOUGHT SHE
N;BSOJ%T WAS GONNA SEND
v YOU TO DETENTION/

S0 I MIGHT AS
WELL GIVE HER WHAT
SHE WANTS, RIGHT?

) (=)

I'D HATE TO HAVE S/ SEE? T ALWAYS

WE JUST DON'T TO BEG MAURY  HELL MAKE ME l KNEW THAT YoU
¢\

WANT ANYTHING
BAD TO
HAPPEN TO YOU,

TOBEMY  EAT SQUASH/ AND MAURY
FRIEND.  p L) WERE BROS.

f ‘ 3 r
-' CMON, LET'S
JUST GO TO
‘ - THE BOOK FAIR.

:(\;\’FA

YoU MEAN GOSSIP GIRL? WELL, YOUR
GIFTS BETTER NOT STINK, ‘CAUSE
SHELL TELL THE WHOLE SCHOOL.

UGH! ... I GOT ANDY'S
LITTLE MINION.

OOOQ0KAY . ..
B0 W s

HEY/ WHO DID
| YOU GUYS GET FOR
\ SECRET SANTA?

I GOT

COLLIN? WELL,
AT LEAST IT'S
NOT ANDY.

T GOT GRAHAM.
I DONT REALLY
KNOW HIM, BUT

127
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I'VE GOT EXTRA \d
CASH IF YoU NEeD, I MEAN, UNLESS

AND YoU GUYS YOU WANT TO.

DON'T HAVE TO
PAY ME BACK.

Y0L GUYS
GETTING
ANYTHING?

'\_ .; = A
I IM GONNA GO

AW, MAN! T USED (7 Y, YEP!
PICK UP THE NEw wimpy { AW ME T0O. AND
) READ EVERY
KID FOR GRAYSON. HEs N\ TO LOVE THOSE! WHAT ABOUT SINGLE ONE.

HOME SICK TODAY. BRB! PERCY JACKSON?

BUT I JUST DON'T SEE vI P— ME T0O/ NOW T JUST
A LOT THAT INTERESTS MAINLY GET BOOKS ON
ME ANYMORE. HoW TO DRAW.
Aol
Q
AFRICAN , £

AMERICAN
ESCAPIST L‘ =
LITERATURE &
Escape from ESCAPE
Escape FROM
from Gang

POVRTY

128
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BOYS, T'VE PICKED
OUT THE PERFECT
BOOKS FOR Y0U. GRAPHIC COMICS. AWARDS FOR AFRICAN

REAL BOOKS, ALEX, AND MAURY, THIS BOON
NOT THOSE sILLY HAS WON ALL THE MAJOR

AMERICAN LITERATURE.

THE MAGIC OF THE
MAGICAL MAGICON . ..

A MAGICAL

ADVENTURE.

TO IDENTIFY WITH  MUCH, GROWING UP MISS BRICKNER,
DaQUELL, THE
PROTAGONIST.

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 129

YOURE REALLY GOING

THE MEAN STREETS
OF SOUTH UPTOWN/

A GRITTY TALE
OF SURVIVAL!

m/_\
p &
®

HE'S SUFFERED SO UMMM . .. THANKS,
IN POVERTY WITHOUT BUT MY DAD IS THE

A FATHER. CEO OF A FORTUNE
500 COMPANY.
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\

m_mdudGinG Kids by the Cove“tj_‘
of Their Books/

MAINSTREAM BOOKS

(e MpGic oF THE
MAGE CPAL

MAINSTREAM BOOK COVERS: —

AFRICAN AMERICAN
Cool, colorful illustrations BOOK COVERS:
full of macic and hore!

A dePressine Photoacrarh full

MAINSTREAM BOOK PLOTS. of realism and hoPelessness.
AFRICAN AMERICAN
Prince Aimii leaves his dull BOOK PLOTS:
life to slay a dracon,
rescue Princess Brea, and After movine to his third
Prove to his father that city in three vears, DaQuell
one day he'll make ‘Scooter” Jackson must
a worthy kine. decide if he will Pursue his

dream of beinc in the NBA
or Join a notorius GaneG.

e

‘ NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.ndd 130 @ 6/718 3:55 PM‘



MAINSTREAM BOOK HEROES:

* Lives in a maaical kinadom/
* Lives in a stable home!
* Wants to live better!

* His father is kine/
REVIEWS:

A thrilliné macical tale that
is sure to insPire readers
of all aces to never Give
up until they have found
the treasure they seek.

=5chool Library Journal

AFRICAN AMERICAN
BOOK HEROES:

* Lives in the hood!
* Lives in a broken home!
* Just wants to live!

* His father is cone/

REVIEWS:

A critty, urban reminder of
the crit of today's
urban erittiness.

-Jet macazine
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» SECRET SANTA. DAY ONE CHECK IT OUT!
BROWNIES.

\ WHAT DID Y0U

BEATS MY 0
BROKEN CANDY _ GET. DREW?

CANES!

X

( GIANT COOKIES . . .

IN THE SHAPE OF BASKETBALLS!

E S N NICE . . .
‘2 T THINK.
/
b K& =
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» SECRET SANTA. DAY TWO HELLO0OO0O,

MR. OREO/!

WHOA, AMULET/ : e

THIS MUST BE
FROM ALEX.

NO, WAIT,
MAURY . I . ..

KNOCKIIiTy
OFEEA m

==\

o

WHAT DID
Y0U GET
TODAY?

A GIFT
CERTIFICATE.

-
MAURY? :
FOR

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 133 @
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» SECRET SANTA: FINAL DAY

A PUMPKIN PIE/
THANKS!

SURPRISE, ASHLEY, ITM
YOUR SECRET SANTA!

NO, IT'S SWEET POTATO.
I HELPED My DAD MAKE IT/

POTATOES™?

POTATOESY
0U KNOW,
LIKE YAMS/

WHAT A
YAM 1S,

S0 ...15 THIS LIKE

HAD SWEET
POTATO FRIES?

YOURE
WELCOME?

134
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DON'T KNOW

OH ... OKAY.

A GIANT KNISH? THEN, LIKE,
BUT SWEET? SURE, THANKS FOR

- THEYRE THE YAM
HAVE Y0U EVER AWESOME! A\ PIE. JORDAN,
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DAY ONE. COOKIES SHAPED
LIKE BASKETBALLS.

T DUNNO.
THIS SECRET

SANTA STUFF 15 LOOK AT

FREAKIN' ME OUT.

DAY TWO. A GIFT

/\ CERTIFICATE FOR KFC/

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 135

THINK, JORDAN. A CHOCOLATE sAnNTA!
BASKETBALLS! . ..

FRIED CHICKENY . ..
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DELICIOoUS!

C'MON, MAN! HOW
DO YOU THINK
THIS LOOKS?

JORDAN.

WELL, YOU Know
THAT. BUT WHY WOULD
ANYONE ELSE GIVE ME
THESE THINGS?

BUT DONT YoU
ACTUALLY LIKE
ALL THAT STUFF?

136
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MAN, T AM 50
SICK OF THAT GUY!

GONNA
LET HIM
KNOW!

SURPRISE, DREW!
IM YOUR SECRET
SANTA!

T HOPE YOU LIKE T BAKED AND DECORATED

ALL YOUR PRESENTS. ALL THE BASKETBALL
T WORKED REALLY COOKIES MYSELF.

HARD ON THEM.

I KNOW YOU LIKE BASKETBALL
BECAUSE Y0U HAVE A KNICKS
POSTER IN YOUR LOCKER.
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KFC, RIGHT?

WE SHOULD
GO ONE DAY.
MY TREAT!

THEN T GOT YOU A
CHOCOLATE SANTA

‘CAUSE T LOVE
CHOCOLATE.

N AND THANKS
AGAIN FOR THE P o o

POTATO/

NO
Pi?\%lbip:\ POTATO PIE,
j JORDAN/
EXCUSE ME . ..
DREW? OH. HEY,

MAURY.

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 138

I GOT YOU A KFC GIFT CERTIFICATE
BECAUSE, WHO DOESN'T LOVE

AND THIS LITTLE
GUY IS JUST
500000 CUTE.

)

I GOT THIS FROM
My SECRET SANTA.
BUT T THOUGHT
LOUD LIKE IT MORE.

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS.

138

ITLL BE A SHAME HE 1S KINDA CUTE.
TO EAT HIM, THANKS, ASHLEY.
BUT, OH WELL.

YEAH, T GUESS

DREW'S GOT A GIRLFRIEEEEEEEEEND!

MAN! T
GOTTA GOf

BYE, MY WITTLE CHOCOLATE
SANTA. HO HO Hof

the MIEAMN
STREETS
o SOUTH

WPTOWN
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HEY, JORDAN, YOU , i NO, TO My THEN T CAN
WANNA COME OVER ToyouR Y\ SPORTS LOCKER/ BEAT YOU IN

DURING THE BREAK? HOUSE? DUH! . .. OF COURSE, :
TO MY HOUSE. el oo

OH, IT'S ON/
TEXT ME YOUR
INFO.

AND ... 0MM . .. OO0Q0KAY . .. SURE. T
WHEN YOU COME OVER MEAN, FRIENDS DON'T
TRY NOT TO., YOU KNOW, ; JUDGE. AND WERE /  YOU BET WE
JUDGE. OKAY? FRIENDS, RIGHT? ARE. SEE YOU
SOON.

HEY, LIL DUDE,
YOU WERE AWESOME : \! !
IN THE GEORGE 3 8y} (SIGH) ... ONLY FIVE
WASHINGTON o) AND A HALF MORE

MUSICAL! YEARS LEFT.

139
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A CHRISTMAS STORY



'I: CHRISTMAS BREAK |

Se— LONG TIME, MAN,

— HEY, KIRK. [ THOUGHT YOU FORGOT
' THANKS ABOUT ME.

FOR COMING.

NAH, T COULD ,
NEVER FORGET KIRK, IT'S S0 NICE

YOy TO SEE YOU . . .

JORDAN TOLD Me
Y0U WERE COMING
OVER.

... YOURE
MY SHRIMP
LO MEIN/

TRUST ME, IT'S
A GOOD THING.

142
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IM S0 GLAD YoU TwoO YOU'VE ALWAYS
ARE HOOKING LP AGAIN. BEEN ONE OF my
FAVORITES. "HANGING OUT,”
MoMm. NOT
"HOOKING LP"!

Fd
/'~

Vo =
]
1

1

e
e
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=
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f

il

WERE GONNA
HANG OUT IN
THE LIVING
ROOM, Mom.

PLEASE TELL LAUREN
AND YOUR mom T SAID
SAID HELLO.

LET ME KNOW
WHEN Y0U GET
HUNGRY. DAD'S

MAKING BURGERS.

143
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S0 HOW'S YOUR
NEW SCHOOL?

BUT SOMETIMES, IT'S
ROUGH. LIKE LAST WEEK,
THIS KID CAME TO
SCHOOL PACKIN'/

HE BROUGHT A
GUN TO SCHoOL?

YEP/ FOR PROTECTION.
LUCKILY THE SECURITY
GUARDS FOUND IT.

DUH/ WERE A NUT-
FREE SCHOOL, SON!

BET THAT NEVER
HAPPENS AT YOUR
SCHOOL.

ARE Y0U KIDDING?!
LAST WEEK THEY
FOUND A SNICKERS

BAR IN THIS KID'S THAT THING
LOCKER. WAS PACKIN, ALL
RIGHT. . . PACKED

WITH PEANUTSH/

144
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ONE WRONG MOVE

AND BAM/
ANAPHYLACTIC

Y0, THAT'S
How WE
ROLL, KID.

YOU ARE WAYYYY
TOO GANGSTA FOR
ME, JORDAN!

THIS IS FUN! TVE REALLY
MISSED COMING OVER HERE.
THANKS FOR INVITING ME.

ABSOLUTELY!

NO PROBLEM, KIRK,
YOU'RE MY OLDEST
FRIEND.
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I JUST GET SO MUCH

HOMEWORK THAT WHEN

THE WEEKEND COMES T
JUST WANNA SLEEP,
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» A FEW DAYS LATER, IT WAS
TIME TO VISIT ‘PEPPER STEAK."

DAD, THIS WHOLE ‘NOT
JUDGING THING” 1S REALLY
FREAKING ME OUT.

S0 YOU THINK HIS \y
FAMILY IS POOR
BUT PRETENDS
TO BE RICH?

LIAM NEVER
PRETENDS TO
BE ANYTHING.

|~ N/ HIS SHOES ARE
v BEAT UP. HE
NEVER BRAGS . . .

BUT THEN AGAIN,
= HIS DAD DRIVES
A MERCEDES.

AND WHO'S
MR. PIERRE?

WHO KNOWS, JORDAN? IN ANY CASE, JUST
MAYBE THEY USED TO MAKE SURE Y0U YOU HAVE REACHED
BE RICH AND LOST IT DON'T TREAT HIM YOUR DESTINATION.
ALL IN ONE OF THOSE ANY DIFFERENTLY.
SCAMS. OKAY, SON?
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IS THIS JUST
ONE House?r

L L] T T L

v J] 111 —

= o =

o] Y| 11 L
— —

-

& MY WHOLE LIFE, TVE
ONLY HEARD MYy DAD
CUSS TWO TIMES . ..

nf‘\

THIS WAS THE THIRD. i
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HI, JORDAN/
THANKS FOR COMING!
HI, MR. BANKS.

TO His mom
LIKE THAT?

IT/ I TOLD You,
' YOU DON'T HAVE
TO GET THe DOOR!

OH., - OKAY ., o WELL.......
HAVE FUN, GUYS.

OH, DON'T WORRY
ABOUT THAT, SIR,
WELL MAKE SURE
HE GETS HOME.

WHAT TIME
SHOULD T
PICK YoU

THANKS FOR
EVERYTHING.
YOURE THE

148

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.ndd 148 @ 6/7118 3:56 PM



AT LEAST I THINK THIS

YOU COULD IS A DEN. T ONLY KNOW
MAN! YOUR FIT MY WHOLE THAT TERM FROM TV.
HOUSE IS EVEN APARTMENT IN I5 THIS A DEN?
BIGGER ON THE YOUR DEN.

INSIDE!

REMEMBER,
Y0U PROMISED,
NO JUDGING.

OKAY, BUT
THIS PLACE 15
GINORMOUS!

BUSINESS TRIP.
WHERE ELSE?!

YOURE LUCKY,
YOU GET TO SEE
YOUR DAD ALL

HE EVEN COMES TO YOUR GAMES.
My DAD HASN'T BEEN TO ONE OF
MY GAMES SINCE T-BALL.

HELL000O! YOU MY SON MUST

KIRSTEN, COME

MUST BE JORDAN. MEET LIAMS | REALLY LIKE YOU.
IM LIAM'S mom. NEW FRIEND. ﬂ HE ALMOST NEVER TS NoT A
AND THIS IS HAS PLAYDATES PLAYDATE

GRAYSON. ANYMORE . . .
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T KEEP FORGETTING, LIAM, WHO WAS THE MAURY, THAT'S RIGHT.
YOURE A GROWN LITTLE CHUBBY ONE WHATEVER HAPPENED
MAN NOW, AREN'T WHO USED TO COME TO YOU TWO?
vou? OVER? THAT WAS
MAURY,
Mom.

FOURTH GRADE. THAT BOY WHO BROKE YOUR
PEOPLE CHANGE/! GRANDMOTHER'S LAMP.

AND SHE WONDERS WHY
I DON'T HAVE FRIENDS
OVER ANYMORE.

50 MAURY YEAH,
USED TO BUT WE JUST BROKE THE

AND WHO

COME OVER? KINDA GREW
APART.

LAMP?

150
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YEP/ HE WAS OUTTA
CONTROL EVEN
THEN. OUR
FAMILIES USED TO
HANG OUT.

THEN WE BOUGHT THIS
HOUSE, WHICH IS BIGGER
THAN THEIRS.

AND THEY SORTA
DISAPPEARED.

ANDY 2/t

= _ [ WHAT ABOUT
OTHER KIDS?

NAH ... T JUST DON'T FEEL FIE E'?,Lgc':% DIFFERENT/
LIKE THERE'S ANYONE S
WHO'S LIKE ME AT DIFFERENT? vYou?s

THIS SCHOOL.

WELL, IT'S BETTER DON'T GET ME WRONG, THE OTHER
NOW. YOU AND DREW GUYS ARE NICE . .. ALEX, RAMON . .. BUT
ARE REGULAR PEOPLE. /J THEY'RE NOT INTO THE SAME THINGS

A THAT I'M INTO. YOU KNOW?

BELIEVE ME. HEY. WHAT'S THE DEAL
WITH THE AUDITORIUM?
IS IT REALLY NAMED
AFTER YOUR FAMILY?

15
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50 HOW COME
THE BEST GAMES
ALWAYS COME
OUT DURING THE
SCHOOL YEAR?

AND ALWAYS ON
A TUESDAY WHEN
WE HAVE HOMEWORK,

WATERCRESS
SANDWICHES WITH
ENDIVE AND

ARUGULA.

IM JusT
MESSIN WITH
You

" I DON'T EVEN
KNOW WHAT

152
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{  BYE, MRS.
\  LANDERS.

BYE. DEAR. COME
BACK ANY TIME.

S0...ARE WE
STILL COOL?

YEAH, WHY
WOULDN'T

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 153

AWESOME! MERRY
CHRISTMAS, JORDAN!
THIS IS FOR YOU.

BUT I DONT
HAVE ANYTHING
FOR YOU.

YOURE My
FRIEND.
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OI};‘"‘H]HOPT\"OEN"\ 15 SOMETHING
. HI, MOM. WRONG?
HAVE A SEAT, B T L ATER
A SON. :
) jv—__? o
\ o)
©
' : ‘” /
gy R\ NO, T WANT TO HEAR
?QC <C L o ABOUT THE MANSION.
atl * PLEASE TELL ME YOU
TOOK PICTURES.
00000H . . . IDUNNO ... )| HEADACHE, =
DID HE GIVE YOU WENT To NOW SIT DOWN AND
A CHRISTMAS WHERE'S BED. START TALKING.
? 2
PRESENT? DAD?  \| FR
' DETALS!
——= \ ‘ WHAT DO &
= 00 THINK O L
sl IT 162 ) XX
4 - <
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» X-MAS DAY. THERE REALLY ISN'T MUCH
THAT I WANT. BESIDES THE NEW NBA 2K/

BUT I KNOW IT'S TOO EXPENSIVE.
I CAN NEVER GET GAMES UNTIL
THEY DROP BELOW FIFTY DOLLARS.

WHICH IS WHY IT'™M ALWAYS
S0 FAR BEHIND ON MADDEN.

BUT WHAT I REALLY WANTED,
NO ONE COULD GIVE ME . .. A GROWT!
SPURT/ THAT WOULD BE AWESOME/

DAD, WHO'S JOE
NAMATH AGAIN?

LOOK,IM 64’/

156
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WHAT REALLY HAPPENED:
e

A GIFT CERTIFICATE
TO LIPSTICK CITY?

N

\

)

Y,
b,

=77

US HER CHRISTMAS LIST.
NG

@ NBA 2K/ AND IT'S
THE NEW ONE//

How DID
YOU KNOW?

omm, MAYBE BECAUSE SHE TEXTED

MIGOsy, -

WELL, T KNOW YOU
NEED THEM. AND TWO
NEW UNDERSHIRTS.

/Al

WELL, YOU DESERVE
IT. WE KNOW HOW
HARD YOU'VE WORKED

AT SCHOOL,

AND WE KNOW IT
HASN'T BEEN EASY

\ FOR YOU.

BY THE WAY, JORDAN,
WHAT DID YOUR FRIEND
LIAM GIVE YOU?

— L AN

N
OH...UMM ... HE GOT ME YoU KNOW,
A PAIR OF THOSE PINK AS A JOKE.

GRAPEVINE GROVES SHORTS
THAT EVERYONE WEARS.

SUPER-DUPER MILLENNIUM

__| PRESTIGE GOLD EDITION! =
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_/‘(_T,__;——::————- _
« »

Jordan Souled OQut!/

Between beinc surrounded by rich kids and seeine Liam's

mansion, I knew that my dad thousht he was losinc me.

A~ B i e

| E Come over to t

dark side, Jorda
[ o =4

R

Just not T0O dark, ¢ ‘”\{ ]

if vou et my drift. ) {
LN
&

=

P
!

2,

Ry

e

So he made sure he did evervything L~

he could to return my soul . .. Usually we alwavs seem to
Like celebratine Kwanzaa. miss one dav, like UJima. But
this Year he made sure we
did all seven davys.
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" TAR =
iy

SIS s o, :

e - e’
And while evervone else was still watchine A Christmas gf
Story and Frosty the Snowman, we had already moved on. j«f

1
s T i 7 i
,,,,,, ~ Awww! ;\*3“’1;{\" }
{Twelve Years a Slave?, AL
'y Can we at LEAST ) A7 &

We also listened to a lot of old music, includine
the Godfather of Soul himself, James Brown.

71 -
. (— ( Go head, sweetie, Let

T s \ me o Get my camera, L >
S g b : \“-— ______________ o 3
H ! ;}/é
. 3%
| s

Then once my soul had been
ProPerly rePaired inside our
aPartment, it was time to

fiX it outside as well. /
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» MILLER COMMUNITY CENTER

LOOK, dJ, THERE'S KIRK WITH
SOME OF YOUR OL" BUDDIES.

SEE? SOFIA, MARK,
BLISS, KENNY-

C'MON, MAN,

A-¥0, JORDAN!

WE NEED ONE MORE.
CARLOS 1S TIRED.

OKAY, I GOT KIRK. \/ SOFIA. YOU CHECK
BLISS, YOU GOT YOUR PRIVATE SCHOOL.
BROTHER.

GAME 1S FIFTEEN.
WIN BY TWO. TAKE
EVERYTHING BACK.

160
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C'MON, FELLAS, WERE
PLAYING TERRIBLE/

ACTUALLY, YOURE
PLAYING TERRIBLY.

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 161
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OO0O0H, JORDAN JUST NO, I DIDN'T MEAN

RIPPED YOU GUYS! IT LIKE THAT . I MEANT THE
HA WORD 15

‘TERRIBLY ...

IT'S AN ADVERB.
S0 IT MODIFIES
THE-

162

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.ndd 162 @ 6/7118 3:56 PM



OH, OKAY. ;
GOOD ONE, YEAH, GLAD TO SEE
Y0U STILL GOT

YEAH, JORDANS TALKING
JUNK/ YOU GUYS ARE

"PRIVATE SCHOOL."

AW-IGHT, LET'S GO,
POINT GAME.

163
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/) lwish | was |
Batman/

Or the fact .}
that he's rich. J

50000000000
rich!

© And the next, he's in the most
dancerous Part of town.
| Completely fearless!

Not Just rich,

; VENGEHNCE-’

meet Yol

——

I u.nsh 1 was Batman so that I
could fit in anywhere/
One minute hes at a board meetins.

- .- .5 -
Althouch, he never seems 1

{ to have any friends. fo]

Hev. Alfred, wanna r' p—_— e

play cards acain? ff’ A

= Vs

| am

‘ NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 166
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\
\
\
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' But luckily that's not
me anYmore.

Because usually that Tlittle cuy”
is me!

{‘" Mom, can | 6o to
art school?

e

always

And | really love how Batman
always stands up for the little

\ But unlike me, Batman is
i in control of EVERYTHING!
L

m

‘ NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 167
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THE BIGGEST WINNER HAD TO BE
CAMRYN MEADOWS, WHOSE DAD
CHARTERED THE SPACE SHUTTLE
TO RING IN THE NEW YEAR IN ORBIT.

GOOD AFTERNOON, TM ASHLEY
MARTIN, AND WELCOME TO THE
RAD VACATION REVIEW . . .

A LOOK AT THE WINNERS
AND LOSERS DURING
OUR HOLIDAY BREAK.

HER VACATION
WAS LITERALLY
‘OUT OF THIS WORLD™

ROBBY D. WAS A CLOSE MEANWHILE, ANDY WENT TO HAWAII
SECOND. HIS FAMILY SPENT WITH HIS TRUSTY MINION COLLIN.
CHRISTMAS WITH HIS “THANK GOODNESS WE DIDN'T GO

HOLINESS THE POPE! TO HAWAIIL" SAD EERVONIE/

AHHH . . ROME SWEET ROME/!

—

VACATION LOSERS INCLUDE JORDAN, DREW,
MAURY, ALEX. RAMON, AND THAT CREEPY
PUPPET GIRL.

ACTUALLY,
WE WENT TO
OUR VILLA IN
TUSCANY.

I STAND
CORRECTED.
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AND NOW, LET THE
TANNING CONTEST
BEGIN/

LOOK, JORDAN, I'mM (SIGH) . .. IT WAS BAD ENOUGH
EVEN DARKER THAN I HAD TO GO THROUGH THIS
vYou/ AT ST. HARWELL 'S/

BUT THIS FEELS EVEN WORSE.

C'MON, MAN, TLL BLY
\ YOU A FREE LUNCH.

HEY! CHECK IT OUT, EVEN
MY WHEAT BREAD IS
DARKER THAN JORDAN.

AND IT'S NOT
EVEN TOASTED/
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» LUNCH

I T HEARD GRAHAM

GOT ANOTHER LAPTOP,
BUT THIS ONE IS ONLY
FOR GAMES.

RUBY AND ASHLEY'S
FAMILIES WENT
TO GREECE BECAUSE
WERE GOING TO STUDY
IT THIS SEMESTER.

WHO TOLD
YOU THAT?

W/ol// my DAD WON'T \
EVEN GET ME GREEK
YOGURT UNLESS IT'S

ON SALE.

KNOW WHERE
I went?

WALMART!
AND NOT JUST
A REGULAR ONE, A
SUPER WALMART!

L

SOUTH
UPTOWN/

HOwW 'BOUT

I DUNNO. T ASKED HIM

ABOUT HIS VACATION,
BUT HE WAS VAGUE. MAYBE
HE COULDN'T AFFORD TO
GO ANYWHERE EITHER.

Wow! HEY,
YOU MIGHT WHERE'S

EVEN WIN THE  LIAM?

COMPETITION!

WE ROLL! LIKE
My TAN?

|

I DOUBT
THAT/

170
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: MAN/ THAT ALEXANDRA SURE
No, -
o IS STRANGE. T MEAN, WHO
SPACHETTY DOESN'T LIKE SPAGHETTI?

v 5 L
YEAH, THEN WE WON'T HAVE Y’

TO HEAR ABOUT ALL OF THE j
VACATIONS THAT WE DIDN'T
GET TO GO ON.

GLAD WHEN THIS
WEEK IS OVER.

AT LEAST NOT
A UNTIL SPRING

BREAK.
()

prp——

N

BUT YoOU
LIKE ART!

AS IF THIS DAY ISN'T

ALREADY BAD ENOUGH,

T HAVE MY NEW ART
CLASS TODAY.

IT'S GONNA BE LAME
THOUGH. THAT'S WHY T
DIDN'T TAKE IT
FIRST SEMESTER.

171
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» LAME ART CLASS

HELLO, CLASS, I'M
MS. SLATE. WELCOME
TO VISUAL ARTS.

I'VE TAUGHT HERE FOR
TWELVE YEARS AND HAVE
HAD MANY GALLERY SHOWS.

HERE ARE SOME
OF THE PIECES
T'VE DONE.

AS YOU SEE, I
USE SHAPES AND
LAYERS OF PAINT

TO DEFINE THE
AURA OF MY ART.

y
nt

£

"y

EACH COLOR
HAS A UNIQUE
SOUL OF ITS own ...

SHUTTING THIS

OKAY, WERE

THIS IS NOT A DRILL!
REPEAT. THIS 1S
NOT A DRILL/

THING DOWN.

ACTIVITIES WILL
CEASE IN
£ FEN 2 | [—

e

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 172
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» FIVE DAYS LATER! . | —

50, MR. PICASSO0,
WHAT DID Y0U
THINK OF THAT?

I WANT TO LEARN HOW
TO DRAW REAL STUFF,
NOT JUST A BUNCH
OF SCRIBBLES!

I DUNNO, COLLIN,
I KINDA HATE
THAT STUFF.

I MEAN, WHAT'S THE
WORST THAT CAN
HAPPEN?

BUT YOU SHOULD STILL
GIVE IT A CHANCE. IT
MIGHT BE FUN.

=

173
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T BLINDRy

3

I GUESS T COoULD
GIVE IT A CHANCE. THANKS,

: 5 HEY, CAN I ASK
0U A QUESTION?
COLLIN. -‘
NO PROB, .
3
¥ ‘ ; i A .I
) v =
[ 7 ]
% \ ]

X

iy




WHY DO YOU
HANG OUT WITH
ANDY?

HA/ YOURE NOT THE
FIRST PERSON TO
ASK ME THAT.

" HE REALLY IS A
DECENT GUY . . .

... BUT T KNOW HE CAN
CROSS THE LINE
SOMETIMES.

... THEN ANDY IS
ALLLLLLLLLL
THE WAY BY THE
FORDE FIELD/

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 175

TIMES WHEN He CAN BE
REALLY FUNNY, TOO.
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HEY, EVERYONE.
MAY T HAVE YOUR HAS SOMEONE
ATTENTION, PLEASE? LOST A CHILD?

C'MON, WE DON'T

(o was
EwW WANT TO
1 BE LATE

\Wl!

OH, WASSUP, \
DREW?!
i FOR CLASS.
TN opts

176
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I NOTICED YOU DIDN'T
GO OUT FOR A WINTER
SPORT.

SCARED?

YEAH, THAT'S
IT. ANDY.

I'M PETRIFIED OF

WRESTLING

AND HOCKEY . ..

AND DON'T GET

ME STARTED

ON SQUASH/!

WELL, SINCE EVERYONE HAS
TO DO A SPRING SPORT ...

I DARE Y00 TO

TRY OUT FOR
BASEBALL.

WAIT A MINUTE,
SQUASH IS A

SPORT?

No WONDER mAURY
LOOKED S0 CONFUSED.

I HAVE NO |IDEA/
BUT IF THAT'S WHAT

HE WANTS ...

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 177

THAT'S WHAT
HELL GET.
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» MATH CLASS

WELL DONE, DOES ANYONE
MR. PETERSON. HAVE ANY

QUESTIONS?

WE CAN HAVE A CLEAN
AND SUSTAINABLE

... AND BY ADDING  RAILWAY SYSTEM.
SOLAR PANELS TO

ALL THE TRAINS . ..

DID Y00 DO THE CALCULATIONS
TO SEE HOW MUCH ENERGY
ONE PANEL CAN PRODUCE,

THEN MULTIPLY IT TO
SEE IF YOUR TRAIN
COULD ACTUALLY MoVE
FAST ENOUGH TO MAKE
THE INVESTMENT
WORTH IT?

EXCELLENT POINT,
MR. ELLIS.

WHY DON'T Y0U REDO YOUR
CALCULATIONS AND GIVE
YOUR REPORT AGAIN

ONCE THEY WORK 0UT?
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» AFTER MATH CLASS

THAT WAS 50000 COLD! UP FOR A LITTLE
BUT AWESOME/ . e CALL OF DUTY

o 2, WITH LIAM LATER

Pk pe 1P, | WITHEA BATers 4

SURE. I CAN PLAY BUT JUST FOR A GAME
FOR A BIT OR TWO, THEN I
AROUND SEVEN. GOTTA STUDY.

COooL! CATCH
YA LATER.

179
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STUCK IN
TRAFFIC. WILL
B L8 |

WELL, AT LEAST
THE DAY CANT
GET ANY W-

180
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i e - WOULD ¥0U LIKE
HEW000, YL LN ot
J@RDAN’ 1 o US WHILE WE

IKE 0SCAR THE GROUCH

FROM SESAME STREET.
GOODIE! SAY \ -
HI TO 0SCAR! HE WAS

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 181 6/7/18 3:57 PM



WELL, OF COURSE HE WAS A GROUCH!
WOULDN'T ¥0U BE IF YOUR FRIENDS
SANG AND DANCED WHILE Y0OU

LIVED IN A GARBAGE CAN?/

BUT T NEVER LIKED THE FACT
THAT HE WAS A GROUCH, S0 T
n  MADE MINE HAPPY.

WHY DIDN'T ANYONE
HELP HM?

S0 ...TI GUESS YoU DON'T
LIKE OSCAR, HUH?

ZOH ..
GEE . ..
T NEVER

NO. IT'S NOT

THAT. IM
THOUGHT SORRY
OF IT I
LEXANDRA.
THAT WAY. A A

I KNOW EVERYONE
THINKS I'M WEIRD.

EI\J ... Y00 DON'T LIKE
ME? IT'S OKAY, NO
-
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THIS 1S WHERE YOU'RE

SUPPOSED TO TELL Mg EVEN THOUGH

THAT NO ONE REALLY  THEY REALLY DO.
THINKS IT'™M WEIRD.

OH . .. SORRY. ALEX.
My GRANPA ALWAYS SAYS
'NEVER COMFORT
SOMEONE WITH A LIE.

50 THERE I WAS, IN THE RAIN,
TALKING TO THE WEIRDEST
KID IN MY GRADE. MAYBE EVEN
THe WHOLE SCHOOL . ..

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 183

DON'T BE SORRY,
JORDAN. T RESPECT
YOUR HONESTY.

... HOPING WITH ALL MY MIGHT THAT
MAYBE SHE'S NOT AS WEIRD AS
EVERYONE THINKS SHE IS. AND MAYBE |
SHELL STOP CARRYING AROUND THOSE
STUPID PUPPETS. AND STOP TALKING
IN THAT ANNOYING PUPPET VOICE SO
PEOPLE WOULD SEE HOW NICE SHE IS.

BUT DEEP DOWN, WHAT I WAS HOPING
FOR MOST OF ALL ... AND I MEAN
REALLY HOPING WITH ALL MY MIGHT . . .
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. THAT'S HOW IT ALWAYS HAPPENS IN MOVIES.
... WAS T%TS?E WASNT YOU SHARE A MOMENT . .. THEN BAM//
ABOUT TO ME/ NEXT THING YOU KNOW, WERE A COUPLE!/

I WoV You,
I WUV You,

MORE, LEXIE!

50 T MADE SURE THAT WE VEVER STOPPED TALKING.
GIRLS ALWAYS KISS Y0U DURING AWKWARD PAUSES.

CAN T ASK Y0OU A
QUESTION, ALEX?

... WELL, IT'S KIND OF HARD
TO TALK ABOUT. BUT I GUESS =7
I CAN TELL Y0OU. YOURE NEVER

MEAN TO ME, JORDAN. .
UMM . .. ONE DAY T WAS PLAYING

... MY MOM WAS MAKING SPAGHETT, '
WITH MY LITTLE BROTHER IAN ... SHE USED TO MAKE IT EVERY
WEDNESDAY.
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ANYWAY, THE DOORBELL RANG,
AND MOM WENT TO GET IT ...

I PUSHED HIM OUT OF THE WAY
50 HE WOULDN'T GET BURNED.

BUT I DID.
ON MY HAND,
AND A LITTLE

BIT ON MY ANKLE.

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 185

IAN'S ARM HIT MOM'S POT.
I SAW IT FLIP OVER, LIKE
IN SLOW MOTION.

HE DIDN'T.

I'VE BEEN TRYING
TO HIDE IT
EVER SINCE.

WITH
BANDAGES . . .

THEN GLOVES .
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NOW WITH
PUPPETS?

I HAVEN'T SHOWN
THIS TO ANYONE
IN YEARS.

WELL, WHY
START NOW?
¥0U DON'T-

S0 T GUESS
Y0U WANT TO
SEE IT NOW?

YEAH, T THINK
IDO...

BESIDES, T TRUST
Y0U, JORDAN.
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OH ... ACTUALLY IT'S NOT THAT -
. HEY, IT'S OUR
BAD.T REALLY DONT THNK ~ J{ Y
ANYONE WILL TEASE ou A\, PARENTS. PROTISE NOT
ABOUT IT, ALEX. ‘

BUT WHY? You SAUQ
YOUR LITTLE BROTHER.
YOURE A HERO/! g

= |

OKAY, Y0U CAN " 2 SORRY I LATE, YO8
; HOW WAS YOUR A
TELL ONE £ __ ' J‘

PERSON.

187
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CHAPTER 11

FIELD or
SCREAMS




=
/

T've never plaved any of those sports
in real life, but at least | knew the

rules from Plavine MaJor Leacue Baseball
2Ké6 on XboX. And watching cames on TV.

When sPrinG came
\ we had the choice
of baseball, crew,
tennis, fencine, and
some sPort where
You catch a ball
with a net on a
stick. That looked
really hard.

Mainly because where he lives, there are even fewer parks than

{'For once, Drew didnt know how to Play an&’ of those sports either.
where I live.

The Good news is that they put us on the
same team. The bad news is that
since so many kids went out for
the net-on-a-stick came, they
onlY had enouch Plavers for one
lower-form baseball team.

That meant AndY was on our
team, too!
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Then we found out why so
few kids co out for baseball. i
His name is Coach Jim
Bumdoody/ l

First of all, how can You not }
lauch at a name that has

|

T tell You how: because
rumor has it that some
‘hot dog’ (that's what thev
call show-offs) made that

both ‘bum” and ‘doody” in it?

And the coach ate him
while his horrified team
watched. | mean literally,
too. Swallowed him whole!

|
=y ‘ 2 —
b7
<4 —

: That was one
hot doc that
diont even /
need mustard.
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» OUR FIRST BASEBALL GAME OF THE SEASON.

T KNOW. T WAS REALLy ~ NOW WERE THE
LOOKING FORWARD To  ONES WHO HAVE
THE DOUGHNUTS! 1O WORRY ABOUT
BEING EATEN.

MAN! T'M REALLY GOING
TO MIS5 COACH ROCHE.

YEAH,
OUR COACH
SCARES ME/!

I HATE HOW THE FIRST
FORMERS HAVE TO
CARRY ALL THE GEAR!

WELL, T HATE HOW
COLD IT IS. LOOK AT
—=—3. THE SNOWFLAKES!

WHO PLAYS BASEBALL
IN THE SNOW?
!é | MAYBE WERE GOMNVA USE
{ SNOWBALLS INSTEAD.
—

DON'T WORRY, TLL BET » YEAH, THAT NEVER HAPPENED.
WELL WARM UP AS SOON

AS WE START PLAYING.

8
i
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OMIGOSH! NO, WE WERE 0L MEAN

DID YoU
GUYS HEAR? PLAYING WATCHING
BASEBALL. BASEBALL.

» OUR FIRST HUMILIATING LOSS OF THE SEASON.
EADMASTER HANSEN JUST
ASKED COLLIN'G FAMILY TO
LEAVE THE SCHOOL!

WHY?
WHAT DID

50° I MEAN, T
WOULDN'T GO
ANYWHERE
WITH ANDY,

THEY FOUND OUT HE WENT
TO HAWAII WITH ANDY DURING
CHRISTMAS BREAK.

BUT HE SHOULDN'T
BE PUNISHED FOR IT.

YEAH, GOING ANYWHERE
WITH ANDY SHOULD BE
PUNISHMENT ENOUGH.

YEAH, TELL
US, ASHLEY!

' NO. IT'S THE SCHOOL 15 UPSET

NOT THAT/  THAT HE TOOK SUCH
._ AN EXPENSIVE TRIP
SINCE HE'S ON . ..

I CANT.
Y0U KNOW
IM NOT ONE
TO GOSSIP.

193
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\

I o o e——]
= : . Because there's somethinG
Hello, Im OPrah Winfrev, I GoinG around Your school
and | need Your helP and You may not even
to tackle a know about it.

serious Problem,

And the worst Part is
that some of Your own
friends may be on it.

What are

they on?
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This is Collin. And unlike many of
You, his Parents didnt inherit wealth.
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His dad isn't an investment
banker, and his mom didn 't
6o to law school.

But deSPitgtheir
shortcomings, they

still want the best
for Collin.

Like sendinG
him to a school
like this.

But they cant do it
without peorle like You.
Wont vou Please help
my buddy Collin for
Just Pennies a day?
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»TWO WEEKS CAN YOUR MOM MAKE
LATER CHALUPAS, OR IS THAT DON'T START
JUST A TACO BELL THING? UP AGAIN,

WHAT £/ WHy 1S EVERYONE I NOT EVEN

ALWAYS S0 SENSITIVE ME AND RAMON
TALKING TO
ABOUT EVERYTHING? vou, DREW/ ARE COOL._/‘

INSTEAD oF TELLING
HIM IT'S OKAY, WHY DON'T
YoU ASK HIM?/

RELAX, DAWG,
I WAS ONLY

198
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A JERK/
THAT'S WHAT
YOU WERE
BEING!

YOU'RE JUST
JEALOUS THAT T
GOT TO PLAY
BASEBALL WHILE

Y0U AND YOUR
FRIENDS RODE
THE PINE.

ARE YOU
SERIOUS?/H

WHAT I DO CARE
ABOUT IS THAT
YOU THINK YOU

I COULDN'T CAN SAY AND

CARE LESS DO WHATEVER
ABOUT YoU WANT TO

BASEBALL! PEOPLE.

AND NO ONE
EVER cALLs
YoU OUT ON IT!

YoURE ALWAYS
PICKING ON ME!
AND THE ONLY REASON
YOU BEAT ME OUT FOR
QUARTERBACK WAS
BECAUSE . . .

BECAUSE
WHAT, ANDY2#

Y0U KNOW, EVER SINCE
COLLIN LEFT YOU'VE BEEN
TEN TIMES WORSE/
AND YOU WEREN'T EVEN ALL
THAT NICE TO HIM EITHER!
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LET'S GO, DREW!/ oH, 50 NOW

I'M TAKING YOU TO ¥0U KNOW TOUCH):?I)DHITF\'\BQSR %SLE
SEE HEADMASTER MY NAME. HE SLIPPED.

HANSEN/

NO I DIDN'T!
HE PUSHED
ME DOWN/!!

I SAW IT! ANDY
SLIPPED ON HIS
OWN APPLE.

202
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AND AT THAT
MOMENT, IT
ALL BECAME

T0O0 MUCH!

T00 MUCH oF KiDs
LIKE ME TRYING
TO FIT IN.

TOO0 MUCH oF KIDS WHO
SHOULD FIT IN TRYING
HARD NOT TO.

TOO0 MUCH oF GooD KIDS
BEING BLAMED FOR
BEING BAD!

TO0 MUCH oF BAD
KIDS GETTING
REWARDED FOR THEIR
MEAN BEHAVIOR!

AND WAYYYY
TO0 MUCH
OF ME FEELING
LIKE I'M NEVER IN
CONTROL OF

ANYTHING/
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MS. RAWLE, DREW DID NOT
KNOCK ANDY DOWN. ANDY
PUSHED HIM FIRST.

THEN WHEN
DREW PUSHED
HIM BACK,
ANDY SLIPPED

ON AN APPLE! 1

CW%M /4

7,
4 K
CMON,
WHO ELSE
SAW IT?
et
W

206
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... AND HE
THAT'S BROKE my
THE WAY IT 4 o GRANDMOTHER'S
HAPPENED, ' :
MS. RAWLE . . .

YEAH, MISS R.,
LIL MAN

THAT CORNY DUDE
SLIPPED ON AN
APPLE,

ND FOR THE LAST .
ATIME_ ANDY, IT'M TVE BEEN TELLING

NOT MEXICAN., YOU THAT SINCE
M NICARAGUAN/ KINDERGARTEN/

207
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T BELIEVE THEM,

AND BY THE WAY,
THIS 15 DEANDRE!

WE LOOK
NOTHING
ALIKE/

ALL RIGHT, DREW. IF THAT'S
WHAT HAPPENED, THEN YOU AND
ANDY CAN CLEAN UP THIS MESS.
THEN GO STRAIGHT TO CLASS.

BUT YoULL BOTH
LOSE ONE OF YOUR
FREE PERIODS.

208
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» 3:10

) u': J,
i .ﬁ.i; ;
-

(GASP/) . .. WHERE DID
I LEAVE MY
SKETCHBOOK?//
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» I TOSSED AND TURNED ALL NIGHT WORRYING ABOUT MY SKETCHBOOK.

214
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GOOD MORNING,
JORDAN, PLEASE HAVE
A SEAT,

S NS

"/

é&’

N,

HEY/
WHAT ARE
Y0U DOING?//

PRIVATE/
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\

B SHN\aH' B e
61'\(3\"5 and Stone reak mo BOnes
but at LEAST Get My Name Richt!/

| used to think that when someone

called me a name, that was the
worst thine ever!

—

But vou know what? | can
deal with Fathead” because
my head isnt really fat.

I've even cotten used to
Shorty, Oreo, Licht (which is

short for licht-skinned) and a
thousand other names that

I've been called.

or names like ‘Stinky"
because | dont stink.
(For the most Part/)

Because most times those \
 names come from insecure
PeoPle who want me to feel
as bad about myself as
they do about themselves.
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/ \

OR, in some cases, they may
even be Jealous of me.

\ But vou know the worst name |
| that someone can call me? (

Because that means thevy're
not even takiné the
time to look at vou lonG
enouch to even find
somethinc to insult/

Hello DeAndre. §
Hello, Maurv.

But they Il have a
can _¥7 double mocha
remember | @) caffe latte

caPPUcCcino
esPresso/

They're savine that You're not Uw
even worth their time and are . . .
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YOU LEFT THIS IN THE CAFETERIA V T OPENED IT TO SEE WHOSE IT WAS,

AFTER ALL THE RUCKUS YESTERDAY. AND WELL, ONE THING LED TO
ANOTHER.
A
N\ :
#
IT'S GOT MY NAME I HAVE TO ADMIT,

ON THE INSIDE COVER . . .

IM VERY SUPRISED

IN BIG BY THIS, JORDAN.

LETTERS!

T HAD NO IDEA
THAT YOU WERE S0 . ..
50 ... ANGRY!

OF COURSE I'M ANGRY.

YOU READ THROUGH My NO, I MEAN, WHY ARE

STUFF WITHOUT ASKING. ¥0U SO ANGRY AT
THE SCHOOL?

AND AT
LIFE?

EXCUSE ME,
MS. RAWLE?

218
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WHAT ARE YOU
TALKING ABOUT?
I'M NOT ANGRY,

T EVEN KINDA
LIKE IT HERE.

I BEG TO DIFFFER.
T SEE THIS BOOK
AS A POLEMIC
AGAINST
EVERYTHING
THIS SCHOOL
STANDS FOR.
AND ME!

slGH . . .

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 219

I DON'T SEE THIS AS AN
ATTACK AT ALL.ITS
JUST A POINT OF VIEW.

LIKE AN
EDITORIAL
CARTOON.

WELL, ONCE AGAIN,
T DISAGREE, JORDAN.
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BUT HOW CAN T BE \_/

IF ALL THIS STUFF BUT Y0U CALL DREW

REALLY HAPPENS? . BY THE WRONG

NAME ALL THE TIME.

AND THE YEAR 1S
ALMOST OVER.

AND SOME KIDS DO LOOK
DOWN ON KIDS ON
FINANCIAL AID.

AND KIDs STARE.

ALL THE TIME/

IT'S NOT ALWAYS

EASY BEING
S0 DIFFERENT!

YOU AND DREW SHOULD BE PROUD
TO BE HERE. T KNow I AM.

BUT JORDAN, BEING
DIFFERENT IS A BLESSING.
IT'S WHAT MAKES
YOU SPECIAL.

IM TIRED OF

BEING SPECIAL! JUST EMBRACE THE SCHOOL

AND ALLOW IT TO EMBRACE
YOU BACK.

BEING SPECIAL

I JUST WANT YoU TO
BE HAPPY. JORDAN.
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THIS STUFF HAPPENS
TOUS...

’ OH, I SEE...IT'S ORAY THAT

IT'S JUST NOT
OKAY FOR US
TO COMPLAIN

MS. RAWLE, CAN T

ASK Y0U A QUESTION? VES, JORDAN,

YOU MAY.

WOULD YOU TEACH AT A
SCHOOL IN MY NEIGHBORHOOD?

YoU KNOW, 50 YOU
COULD BE SPECIAL?/

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.indd 221

221

6/7/18 3:59 PM



» LAME ART CLASS PART TWO. NOW I DON'T EVEN FIT IN IN ART/

WOW., MS, SLATE
WHo DID THOSE?/

ME/ DID YOU THINK I DO
ABSTRACT ART BECAUSE
I CANT DO ANY BETTER?

NO OFFENSE, BUT
YEAH, T KINDA DID.

> ¥
HA! T CHOOSE TO \/ - BREN LOU KNOW, JORDAN,
DO IT TO FREE UP BOUNDARIES. WE HAVE AN AMAZING
MY CREATIVITY . . . TRIP TO PARIS EVERY
A YEAR. YOU SHOULD
TRY TO COME.

I THINK YOU WOULD
REALLY BENEFIT FROM
A TRIP TO THE PICASSO
MUSEUM.

BUT FOR NOw,
JUST TRY IT.
LET IT ALL
HANG OUT,
JORDAN.

I'M NOT REALLY
SURE WHAT THAT
MEANS,

BUT CKAY.

222

NewKid_txt_des3_cc15.ndd 222 @

6/7/18 3:59 PM



FOLLOWING THE
RULES.

OTHER KIDS
BREAK THE
RULES.

COLLIN GETTING
KICKED OUT.

AWFUL BASEBALL
SEASON.

STUPID
PINK SHIRTS.

JORDAN, THIS
s AMAZING/

SURE, THE WAY
THAT SOME
COLORS BLEND.

IT'S LIKE, BENEATH
THIS CALM EXTERIOR |
LIES THIS STORM.

IT'S 50
You.
JORDAN/

WHILE OTHERS

223
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» TWO WEEKS LATER.

WHO DO YOU THINK IS FASTER,
THE FLASH OR QUICKSILVER?

OH, THAT'S EASY. THE FLASH.
WHO WOULD WIN, WOLVERINE
OR DEADPOOL?

THAT'S TOUGH,
I'M GONNA SAY
WOLVERINE.

BATMAN OR THE
BLACK PANTHER?

T THINK THAT
ONE'S A TIE/
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o

i
AND SPEAKING OF SUPERHERQES. \
DON'T FORGET MY PERSONAL MILD-MANNERED CARTOONIST

PROTECTOR. JORDAN BANKS, BY DAY. BLOODTHIRSTY
DEFENDER OF THE UNIVERSE/ VIGILANTE BY NIGHT.

AH, JEEZ/ NOT
THIS AGAIN.

@H. WHO KNEW WERE

NOT ALLOWED TO
CLIMB ON TABLES
AND SCREAM?

CMON, IT'S
TIME FOR

FOR REAL, THOUGH.
Y00 GOT MY TWO-WEEK
SUSPENSION DOWN
TO A STUDY HALL.

JORDAN BANKS
IS NOBODY'S
PUPPET/

i, Sy

AND DON'T FORGET
THAT JORDAN ALS0O
GOT A STUDY HALL.

ILL MEET YOU GUYS
PUPPET? AT LUNCH. THERE'S ANOTHER RESCUE

GOTTA Do.

HOPEFULLY.

227
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NO, SHE'S NOT.
JUST PROMISE
NOT TO TELL

5000000 . . . UMmmmm, . . .
WANNA KNOW WHY
ALEXANDRA WEARS A
PUPPET ON HER HAND?

HEY, ASHLEY.
WAIT UP!

YOU MEAN IT'S NOT
JUST BECAUSE SHE'S,
LIKE, INSANE?

YOU KNOW
ME. JORDAN.

AND JUST LIKE THAT, ASHLEY WAS OFF
TO POLLINATE HER FLOWERS WITH HER OWN
SWEET, SWEET BRAND OF GOSSIP!

OMG! RUBY, TESSA,
SOPHIE, LISTEN TO

THIS/

228
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» THE NEXT DAY.

WE Do! LIFE!

iy
| (==

’ ' IT'S 50 COOL
OF HOW YOU SAVED WﬂfTé How
COURSE YOUR BROTHER'S DID? ... ‘i &

Y0U KNOW
MY NAME?

' HI, ALEXANDRA. )

WHAT 2/

JORDAN/

DID YOU REALLY PULL
YOUR MOTHER OUT OF
A BURNING BUILDING?

FINGERS?!

DO YOU REALLY
ONLY HAVE THREE

7 SHOW US YOUR SCAR. ;l
IS IT GROSS? TLL

BET IT IS/ /
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HEY, EVERYONE, T HAVE
A SCAR, T0O. ANYONE
WANNA SEE?

(SIGH)
OKAYYYYY . ..

WE GOT ALL WORKED I GOT A WORSE SCAR ON My
UP OVER A B00-B00?/ ELBOW, AND YOU DON'T SEE ME
WEARING ANY STUPID PUPPETS!

L AR

WELL ... IT REALLY HURT/
DID JORDAN TELL Y0U
THE WHOLE STORY?

THAT'S IT?!

230
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WHEN T TOLD YOU THAT
YOU COULD TELL ONE
PERSON. I ASSUMED IT

WOULD BE DREW OR LIAM,

BUT YOU KNEwW ASHLEY
WOULD TELL EVERYONE!!
PRETTY SMART.

THERE YOU ARE,
JORDAN!

THEN, WHEN I REALIZED
YOU DID THIS TO TRY TO
HELP ME . ..

AT FIRST. I WAS
S0 MAD T WANTED
TO BEAT YOU UP ... /.

UMM . .. T THINK
THE SCHOOL HAS
A 'NO-BEAT-UP

I WANTED TO
GIVE YOU A HUG.

THEN T'LL
JUST SAY
THANKS.

UNLESS
THERE'S A
POLICY ON

I'M PRETTY SURE
THERE'S A
‘MO-HUGGING
POLICY," TOO.

23]
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»THE NEXT FEW WEEKS WERE A BLUR.
STUDYING FOR FINALS. TAKING FINALS.
MORE STUDYING. MORE FINALS. T HAD
FINALLY MADE IT TO THE LAST DAY/!

- -

g

OMIGOSH. JORDAN,
IS THAT You2u!

N

(([V

WHOA, WHERE'S
YOUR HOODIE?

AND ARE THOSE
THE SHORTS I
GAVE Y0U?

YEP/ BUT DON'T GET
EXCITED, THS IS A H
ONE-SHOT DEAL/

~
I Am DEFINITELY
POSTING THIS!

JORDAN, WHEN
YOU'RE DONE . . .

!

{  See vou FOR
A MOMENT?

232
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HI, MS. SLATE.
IS EVERYTHING YES. FINE. T JUST

ALL RIGHT? WANTED TO GIVE
THIS TO YOU
PERSONALLY.

COOL, THE YEARBOO-

WAIT, IS THAT My

PAINTING?
E‘ﬂ,\ p

/) TN/ )

® IT SURE IS. T
HOPE YOU DON'T MIND,

BUT I WANTED TO
SURPRISE YOU.
N A

(8]

TRUE, BUT IT TURNED
OUT TO BE OKAY.

I ALSO WANTED TO THANK YOU
FOR GIVING MY CLASS A CHANCE.
T KNOW IT WASN'T QUITE
WHAT YOU WANTED.

I

TLL LET YOU GET BACK
TO YOUR FRIENDS. HAVE
A GREAT SUMMER.

OH, AND DON'T : 9
FORGET WHAT I I WONT.
TOLD YoU ABOUT THANKS. ‘
THE PARIS TRIP. - e AN

233
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CHECK IT OUT, I
DID THE COVER.

YEAH, CONGRATS!

REALLY?! THAT'S
cooL!

WERE GOING TO GO
GET OURS. BE RIGHT
BACK.

YOU KNOW, MAYBE THIS
1S PRETTY GOOD.
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v
HEY, JORDAN, ASHLEY TOLD
WANNA SIGN ME YOU DID
MY YEARBOOK? THE COVER.

NEVER MIND. SURE, '

WAIT, HOW RUBY
ND I WANT Y0

DID SHe- HD Tl Y

TO SIGN MINE.

GUESS ILL SEE
YOU IN SEPTEMBER.

UGH!/ \/ BUT IWLL N\ISS\I
I Am NOT Y0U. TM REALLY

GOING TO GLAD YOU CAME
MISS HIM/ HERE, JORDAN.

I GUESS
YOU WILL.

AND CONGRATS AGAIN
ON THE YEARBOOK COVER.
I DIDN'T KNOW YoU COULD
DO STUFF LIKE THAT.

NEITHER DID T/
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~1
WHY WON'T ANYONE ALL RIGHT ,
SIGN MY YEARBOOK?/ FINE/ FORGET
YouU GUYSs/
I\ K S U
=
WOW, JORDAN.
LOOK AT Y0U!

WILL YoU
DRAW A CARTOON
IN MY YEARBOOK?

ONLY IF YOU DRAW
ONE IN MINE, TOO.

OKAY, BUT
DON'T LAUGH.

AND THANKS
AGAIN FOR

AMULET.IT

WAS AWESOME!

COOL! YOU MIGHT LIKE
THE BONE SERIES, TOO.

' (s \NX
B _ HAVE A GREAT
TLL HAVE TO CHECK SUMMER, GUYS.
0UT THE OTHERS. >\ \
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THANKS AGAIN FOR
EVERYTHING, JORDAN.
I'M REALLY GLAD YOU
CAME HERE.

ARE Y0U KIDDING?
I SHoULD BE
THANKING

You/

S0...UM ... MY FAMILY GOES
AWAY EVERY SUMMER, AND
THEY SAID THAT I COULD
INVITE A FRIEND.

&

DUDE, T AM ‘
TOTALLY .
JUDGING YOoU!

JUST MAKE KIRSTEN
PROMISE NOT TO
TALK MY EAR OFF/

NOT SURE WHERE
YET, BUT IF YOU
WANNA COME . . .

JUST DON'T
JODGE ME!
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WHEN WE PICKED
YOU UP THAT
FIRST DAY ...

T THOUGHT WED
HAVE NOTHING
IN COMMON.

BYE. JORDAN.
BYE. LIAM. HAVE A
GREAT SUMMER.

YOU TOO,

AND T THOUGHT
YOU LOOKED LIKE
GOKU FROM
DRAGON BALL z/
Zx

I GOTTA RUN. WERE
PICKING MY DAD UP
FROM THE AIRPORT.

NOPE! N
YOU'RE NOT
BREAKING MY |

FINGERS!  /

YOU WERE AN
AWESOME GUIDE.

YOURE AN

AWESOME
FRIEND,
JORDAN!

GOTTA GO FIND
DREW. SEE YA!

GUESS WHAT, JORDAN? \/ \
MY MOM FOUND A SWEET IT'S NOT AS GOOD AS
POTATO PIE RECIPE YOUR DAD'S, BUT I
ONLINE . . . BROUGHT YOU AND

DREW A SLICE. /
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Wow . ..
THANKS!

AND TLL EMAIL YOU
My MOM'S YOMMY
CRUMB CAKE RECIPE.

NICARAGUA?/
ISNT THAT NEAR
WAKANDA?

... AND IM
NICARAGUAN.

SEE YOU ON

INSTAGRAM. YOU BET! HAVE A

GREAT SUMMER.
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N

50, MR ELLIS . ..

THINK YOULL BE T MEAN, NOW THAT
BACK NEXT YEAR?  uo() HAVE A GIRLFRIEND
WHO BAKES YOU PIES?

MAN! T IM GOING TO THIS PE IS

DON'T KNOW. HAVE A TALK WITH REALLY GOOD.
My GRANDMOTHER.

ON ONE HAND, T FEEL LIKE BUT ON THE OTHER HAND,

I LEARNED A LOT, WHICH T ALMOST GOT SUSPENDED I'M NOT SURE

IS WHY T CAME HERE . .. EVEN THOUGH I MADE HONOR T CAN GET
ROLL EVERY SEMESTER. OVER THAT.

240
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BUT. GRANDMA
IS OL" SKooL,

—

_ SHE SAYS THAT
THIS 15 WHAT THE

\IORLD 1 LIKE" 50 T MIGHT BE STUCK

HERE FOR THE LONG HAUL.

50 SHE WANTS ME
TO TOUGH IT OUT/

HERE, JORDAN, I
WANT Y0U TO
HAVE 0SCAR.

NO MORE PUPPETS

THANKS TO YOU.
WELL, NOT ON My
HAND ANYWAY,

LOOKS LIKE TM NOT
THE ONLY ONE
WITH A GIRLFRIEND.

IT STILL MAY BE A
WHLE TILL I STOP
WEARING LONG
SLEEVES, THOUGH. 4

THANKS FOR EVERYTHING.
I DON'T THINK I COULD
HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT

Y0U, MAN.

NO, WHY WoULD

SAME! BUT YOURE I ... NEVER MIND.

NOT GONNA HUG

ME, ARE YOU? WAIT HERE. T HAVE TO

GET SOMETHING OUT
OF MY UNCLE'S CAR.
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... T MEAN, "JORDAN."
HAVE A GREAT
SUMMER.

SEE YOU NEXT
YEAR. BUDDY.



WELL TALK \/—\/
SOON. T JUST GIVE ME A
PROMISE. DAY OR TWO TO GET HERE. THIS 16

THIS PLACE OUT OF FOR HAVING MY

My SYSTEM. BACK ALL YEAR.

FOR ME? WOW ...
THAT'S S0 COOL.
TJUsT ... (BIGH) ...

YOU OKAY, MAN?
JORDAN? WHAT'S
WRONG?

DREW, T HAVE
A SECRET TO
COME
TELL You. CLOSER.

243
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WHAT THE?// . ..
MAN/ YOURE WORSE
THAN SHE IS/
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IT'S MY BABY'S
WHAT ARE YOU LAST DAY, 0 T

WANTED TO BE HERE. /.

MOM?/ Do HeRE?

WELL, THE
SHORTS ARE
KIND OF A JOKE . . .

/ v00 LOOK S0 GROWN,
BABY. THE SHORTS,
THE COLORS . . .

AND Y0U EVEN
GAVE YOUR HOODIE
\ THE DAY OFF. /

S0 DON'T
WORRY . ..

AND IT'S FINALLY
WARM ENOUGH NOT TO
WEAR MY HOODIE.

NAH, THAT'S NOT
IT. YOUR Mom
IS RIGHT,

MAYBE IT'S YOUR )
BODY LANGUAGE.

YoU DO LOOK
DIFFERENT.,

WHATEVER IT 1S,
YOU LOOK LIKE A
NEW KID.

YOU KNOW, T FEEL
KINDA LIKE A
NEW KID.
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NOT THAT WE
DON'T LOVE
THE OLD KD ..

A PRESENT
FROM DREW.

WELL, THAT WAS
NICE OF Him.
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HEY, COACH.
HI. MRS. BANKS.

Y0, JORDAN,
WERE GOING
TO PLAY BALL,
WANNA COME?

SWEETHEART.
HAVE FUN.

BRO, ARE S NAH, THEYRE

Y0U WEARING Tﬁg‘IRPEWSKA—
PINK SHORTS? :

(SIGH) . . . YEAH,
THEY'RE PINK/

ummm ... I GOTTA NAH, MAN,
SPARE PAIR OF COOL. THANKS, THANK Your
SHORTS IN MY BAG. KENNY/

248
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MY GRAN'PA ALWAYS SAYS THAT\,
FRIENDS ARE LIKE TRAINING

WHEELS FOR A BIKE. THEY ALWAYS
KEEP YOU FROM FALLING DOWN. THAT'S A METAPHOR.

T LEARNED ABOUT

THEM IN ENGLISH.

ACTUALLY, JORDAN,
THAT'S A SIMLLE.

YEAH, CMON, ‘PRIVATE
SCHOOL.," EVERYBODY
KNOWS THAT!
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