
T
H

E
 G

O
O

D
 E

G
G

 A
N

D
 T

H
E

 T
A

L
E

N
T

 S
H

O
W

     JO
H

N
 / O

S
W

A
L

D

K
ICanRead.com

Cover art © 2022 by Pete Oswald 
Cover design by Jeanne Hogle

An I Can Read Book

1301

US $4.99 / $5.99 CAN

0322

S
9 780062 954589

ISBN 978-0-06-295458-9

5 0 4 9 9

The Good Egg must 
find an act in time for 
the talent show.

Written by Jory JohnJory John
Illustrated by Pete OswaldPete Oswald

and the Talent Show

6 × 9 SPINE: 0.0938 PAGE COUNT: 32





I Can Read® and I Can Read Book® are trademarks of HarperCollins Publishers.

The Good Egg and the Talent Show
Text copyright © 2022 by Jory John 

Illustrations copyright © 2022 by Pete Oswald 
Interior illustrations by Saba Joshaghani in the style of Pete Oswald

All rights reserved. Printed in the United States of America.
No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission except 

in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews. For information address 
HarperCollins Children’s Books, a division of HarperCollins Publishers, 195 Broadway, New York, NY 10007.

www.icanread.com

ISBN 978-0-06-295458-9 (pbk.)
ISBN 978-0-06-295459-6 (trade bdg.)

The artist used pencil sketches scanned and painted in Adobe Photoshop 
to create the digital illustrations for this book.

22  23  24  25  26   LSCC   10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1

�

First Edition

and the Talent Show

Written by Jory JohnJory John
Cover illustration by Pete OswaldPete Oswald

Interior illustrations by Saba Joshaghani based on artwork by Pete OswaldInterior illustrations by Saba Joshaghani based on artwork by Pete Oswald



5

I’m a good egg. 

A very good egg.

Yes, a verrrrrrrrrrrrrrrry good egg. 



6 7

And I have a problem.

A big problem. 

Yes, a verrrrrrrrrrrrrrrry 

big problem.

See, there’s a talent show 

this afternoon. 

But I don’t have any talents. 

Sigh.

It’s true.



8 9

I can’t dance.

I don’t know how to juggle.

I never sing in tune.

I don’t have an ACT!

Meanwhile, everybody from the store 

will be here. 

All of them have amazing skills.



10 11

The pasta does yoga.

The cookies perform magic.

The marshmallows stack themselves 

into tall towers.

The English muffins are actors.

The popcorn jumps REALLY high.

And the cheese plays 

in a six-piece string band. 



12 13

But I’m just a good egg.

Where are all MY amazing skills? 

What are MY unique talents? 

What am I even DOING with my life?

Think, Egg! Think!

What should I do?

What will I do?

What could I do?



14 15

The talent show is starting!

And I STILL don’t have an act. 

I guess I’ll just sit in the audience 

and cheer on my friends. 

That’s what I usually do anyway. 

Gasp!

How can I compete with this? 

I could never do something like that . . .

Bong
Bong

Bong

Sigh.

SHOWTIME



16 17

Uh oh, that muffin seems 

to have forgotten his lines. 

LATER

Psst!

Psst!

Psst!

“ummm . . . 

. . . err” 
“Oh yeah! 
As I was 
saying . . .”

Fortunately, I can help.

Sheggspeare is my favorite.
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Oh dear. 

No one is volunteering 

for this magic act.

Goodness, that pose looks dangerous. 

I should probably be a spotter. 

“Ooh, ooh, I’ll do it!”

“I’m here 

to assist!”



20 21

Oh no, the drummer broke her drums. 

Fortunately, I have my lucky bottle cap.

Oh gosh, the lighting is all wrong. 

And one of the costumes ripped. 

Good thing I brought this flashlight

and this emergency sewing kit. 

“Drum away, 
my new friend!”
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Wow, what a show! 

That was the best one yet! 

It’s too bad I didn’t get 

to perform an act. 

But I still had fun. 

Sigh.
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I was about to leave the theater 

when something strange happened. 

The string cheese asked me 

to wait for a minute.

Everyone started saying

thank you—to me! 

They said I made every act better.

The English muffin called me 

the star of the show.

LATER THAT NIGHT. . .
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They were so grateful!

They couldn’t believe 

I’d set up this entire talent show 

by myself.  

They all said I was a good egg! 

A verrry good egg.

That made me feel 

verrry good, indeed.



28 29

Wow, that was really something.

I made some new friends and

I discovered some new talents.

And I learned an even bigger lesson:

People notice when you do good things. 

Hmm. I guess being kind is a talent, too!



30 31

Yes, this was a good day 

for a good egg, indeed. 

Gasp!

Whoa, another talent show

is coming up fast . . .

I suppose I have some 

useful skills, after all. 



32

What will I do? 

What shall I do? 

What could I do? 

Think, Egg! Think! 


