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Praise for Atana and the Firebird
“A gently lyrical, beautifully drawn story.”

—faith erin hicks, new york times bestselling and eisner award–winning author

“Zhou’s art matches the charming nature of the characters beautifully.”
—ala booklist

“Atana and her friends live in a world as beautiful as it is mysterious,
and their adventure is one readers will want to share.”

—ethan aldridge, new york times bestselling author of estranged

“An engaging magic system paired with an endearing 
and plucky cast make for a quick-paced adventure.”

—publishers weekly

“Deftly drawn with candy-coated hues,
this is perfect for those looking for a sweet, cozy adventure.”

—reimena yee, author of séance tea party and my aunt is a monster

“Lovers of the genre will find plenty to enjoy.”
—kirkus reviews

“An elegant and mystical start to a tale that’s truly captivating.”
—amanda castillo, coauthor of the mapmakers series

“Readers looking for a magical story will be satisfied.”
—school library journal

is a graduate of Sheridan College’s 
bachelor of animation program. After 
working on a multitude of animated 
shows and award-winning short films 
as a storyboard artist and occasionally 
a director, she is now following her 
dream of creating her own comics. 
Her short comics can be found 
printed in anthologies and zines. 
She currently resides in Nova Scotia, 
Canada, where she can be found 
trying to draw with squid ink. Visit 
her online at vivianzhou.ca.

 “A charming magical adventure.”
—lily lamotte,

author of measuring up

and the

tana may be one step closer to 

discovering her past, but it didn’t come 

without a cost. Though the mermaid and 

her companions—Ren, the last known 

fire bird; and Cosmos, her witch

guard-turned-friend—narrowly escaped 

the Witch Queen, time is running short. 

They may have foiled the Queen’s plans 

to use Ren to revive their world’s broken 

magic cycle, but Ren is still growing weaker 

by the minute . . . 

Atana and Cosmos are determined 

to help their friend recover, but Ren’s 

priorities are elsewhere. After discovering 

that the firebirds of old are responsible 

for destroying the f low of magic for all 

beings, she is determined to right her 

people’s wrongs.

When Atana resolves to join this 

quest, her past—lurking deep below the 

seas—threatens to destroy not only their 

friendship, but also their very chance at 

restoring the balance of magic itself. After 

a lifetime of dreaming of finding a home 

below the water, is Atana willing to leave 

behind everything she’s fought for on land?
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but I need 
someone who 
can speak.

Thanks for 
coming...

CHAPTER 1
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Grandmother, 
would you be able

to tell me how I might 
get to the end

of Earth?

Good news, 
Ren!

…

This grandmother 
said she can help us 
get to your magic 

source!
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Atana,
are you sure 
about this?

?

… You’ve been feverish
for days. You can’t even 

fl y anymore… 

But the 
Witch Queen 
said it herself: 

fi rebird magic is 
Earth magic… 

The journey there
will be a huge detour. Wouldn’t you 

rather fi nd the 
Merfolk Empire fi rst, 

like we planned?

We shouldn’t 
need to go all the 
way to the magic 

source…

I don’t know if 
making decisions based 

on what the Witch 
Queen said is best—

She wasn’t 
lying about 
that bit. 

We can’t just 
keep letting you get worse. 

You need to recharge
your magic.

so if I just 
stay on Earth,
I’ll recharge.

We know
enough about 

the magic cycle 
ourselves to
see that.
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I won’t.

All right.

I don’t mind.

The Merfolk Empire isn’t
going anywhere, and I’d 

rather we go together when 
you’re feeling better.

I promise. …

Then…you won’t take off on 
your own, like before?

You were almost 
drained of all the magic 

in your body! We need
to get you better 
before we travel 
anywhere else.

That might be true,
but what happened to 

you isn’t a regular
loss of magic. 

But you’ve
already waited so
long to go home. I 

don’t want to delay
that any more…
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Ah.

Grandmother… 

have you been to 
the Merfolk Empire 

recently?

I am
looking for the 

way home, 
you see.

Meanwhile, at Atana’s old cottage...

Well… 

…

…that’s 
not good.

…

CHAPTER 2
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Suah?

The guardian of the 
Wandering Is les.

The grandmother 
suggested we head for the 
Wandering Is les fi rst, then 

go to the magic source
from there. If we do that,

then maybe we can ask 
Suah for help too. They 

were kind to us.

If we make it to
the Wandering Is les,

we’ll have a resting place 
out on the seas. 

I like 
this plan.

My friends?

Anywhere 
could be a home, so 
long as you’re with 

your bale.

No, they’re 
not mermaids. They 

live on land.

I suppose 
that’s true… 
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What if 
this was a bad 

idea? 

We just need to 
get to the is les, and 
then she can rest 

properly…

We should be 
there soon...

There, 
the sea fog!

!

Her fever’s 
worse. 

Maybe we 
shouldn’t have 

brought her out 
to sea.

I’ll
keep you 

safe!

Looks like we’ll 
have to spend the 
night on the sea. 

I just hope magic hunters don’t 
fi nd us this time around.

Whatever comes, I’m 
sure we can handle it.

We have a 
witch with

us now!

The grandmother 
says we still have a 

ways to go.
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Maybe if I 
try this—

Cosmos!

Oh. 

Huh. 
Last time, the

string balled us up 
into a little cage.

We made it, 
Cosmos!

We don’t have 
time for that.

A break in the 
string, maybe?

Don’t touch the—I wonder if there’s 
any way around it. 
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The Witch Queen 
really did this?

She was trying 
to fi x the fi rebird 
magic source.

It’s a modifi ed 
boundaries spell.

But usually these 
spells aren’t quite 

so…aggressive.
Suah doesn’t 
like visitors.

Back so 
soon?

…
Hm.

Yes. 
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What do 
you mean?

I’m sorry. I didn’t 
know she had strayed 
so far from her path.

I never would 
have let you go to 

her otherwise.

Yes. Some 
medicine and strict bed 

rest, and she’ll be back on 
her feet again soon.

But she’s 
completely wrung out, 
so no more traveling 

unless absolutely 
necessary.

But we need 
to get to—

Her magic 
source. Yes, I 

know.
You need 

not worry. 

We’re 
already on our 

way there.

Will Ren be all right?

When they fell out of the skies, the Wandering 
Is les landed in a network of ocean currents that 

takes them around Earth. 

Firebird Magic Source
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I’m sure your
cursed fog and strings do 
well to keep any curious 

fi shermen at bay.
Thank you.

Our current course
will bring us there in 

fi ve weeks’ time.

So that’s why 
the grandmother 
brought us here! 

These is les 
are not drifting 

aimless ly?

They drift in a
complex pattern, but 

it is a pattern. 

And the sea turtles 
like to use the is les as a rest 
stop during their migrations 

when it suits them.

Luckily, it seems
that nobody has bothered 
to track the is les’ course 

for a long time.

Once every three 
and a half years, they 

complete a cycle back to 
the location from which 
they fell: the fi rebird 

magic source.
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Sweet! 

Surely there’s a 
spell to let you breathe 

underwater? 

Or I could 
bubble your head 

up again.

There are.

Wish I 
could do that!

But I didn’t get a 
chance to master them 

before we, uh, left
the palace.

…

CHAPTER 3
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Has she…

Without your
waves, we never would 

have escaped from
the palace!

Without Celosia,
we never would have 

escaped from the 
palace.

She’s all 
right.

How does 
that work?

It wouldn’t have 
made much of a 

difference anyway.

I’m much more 
comfortable using fi re 

element spells.

It does seem to match 
your temperament more.

What’s that 
supposed to mean!

If I 
didn’t witness it 

fi rsthand, I’d have 
never believed how 
much water you 

can control.

I’m just 
glad my 

magic can 
be useful 

too.

…

…

Is she all right?
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Witches. 

Strait
Compasses come

in pairs. 

They’re 
connected with 

magic, so the owner of 
each compass will always 

be able to fi nd the 
person who holds 

its twin.

See, it’s lighting 
up green in the 
direction Celosia 

should be in. 
If the 

light were red,
it’d mean she’s 

in trouble.

Are you
going to go look 

for her?

If she wants her
fi re wheels back, she can 
come get them herself.

Besides, I’m 
more worried 
about Ren.

…I hate having to
wait around, unable to

do anything.

C’mon—let’s go 
help Suah make 
this into soup. 

Nutritious food 
will be good

for Ren.

You know witches 
are all the same: shrewd 

but incompetent.What good is a 
boundaries spell if it’s only 
effective on the surface?

Suah says
she’ll get better

soon, but…
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How’s Ren 
doing?

She still hasn’t 
woken up.

That’s her.

She’s so…little. 

What other mermaid 
would converse with a 

witch on land? 

What in the
seas is she doing so far

from her is land?
The

Empress won’t
be pleased… 

Are you sure?

That has to
be her.

Now that’s a useful trick.

We need to
report this. 

CHAPTER 4
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Cosmos?

Cosmooos.

This is our chance— 
she’s alone!

Let’s get this 
over with.

Her body 
is conserving energy, 

don’t worry. 
We’re

still four weeks 
away!

She’ll be fi ne. 

Now, could
you go and see 
if you can fi nd 

Cosmos? 

We’ll get her to 
her magic source 

in time.

You and Cosmos— 
you’ve done well to 
bring her this far.

I promised
I would help her train
a little, and it seems 
that I’ve just fi nished

my chores early.
…
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