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The dream isn’t 
always the same.

Sometimes 
I stand and fight.

Most times I run.
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But Swiftpaw…

...Swiftpaw always dies.

And no matter what
 I do…

…Run away, or stand 
and fight…

…It makes no 
difference.
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My name is 
Brightheart.

I’m a warrior of 
ThunderClan.

Though, since the 
attack…

…I’m not always sure 
what that means.

Would 
you keep it 

down?

Some of us 
Are trying 
to sleep.

Brightheart?

You all right? Yeah. I just…

I had the 
dream again.

I’m never 
going to be able 

to forget, 
am I?
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I like mornings. 
Especially when the

 sun’s out.

Any dreams I might’ve had 
fade away…hazy, like distant 

memories.

And I like hunting 
even better.

Cloudtail
and I make a 
good team.

We’ve known 
each other 

since we were 
apprentices.

But it still took 
me by surprise 
when we fell

 in love.

You want 
that one?

No, you
can take it.

Well, you 
can try to take it, 

anyway.

Oh, you’re 
doubting me now, 

huh? Just watch 
and learn!
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See?

Just
like that!

About your dream — 
I’m, uh…I hate it that you have 
to keep reliving everything. 

With the dogs, I mean.

At least 
nothing like that 
will ever happen 

again.

Oh? 
What makes 

you so certain 
about that?

W-well ...  
it was Tigerstar who 
lured the dogs onto 

ThunderClan territory. 
And he’s dead now.

That’s true.
But it’s also 

true that Tigerstar 
was ThunderClan’s 

deputy…

…And both ShadowClan 
and RiverClan followed him 

into battle. Against us.

Remember that?

If a cat we 
once trusted could 
do something that 

awful…

I’m sorry,
 it’s just hard to 

trust any cat
 now.

I understand.

But I… 
I do trust 

Firestar. He brought
 me into ThunderClan. 
Taught me how to be 

a warrior.

Well…
yes, okay.

Firestar 
gave me back my 

name, too.

You know I never 
thought of you as 

“Lostface.”

Bluestar was
 wrong to call you 
that. Wrong and…

and cruel.

Clanmates are  
supposed to look out 

for each other.

Of course  
we are.

If ThunderClan 
has the most loyal 
warriors, the other 
Clans can’t hurt us, 

right?

Hey — 
speaking of a 

warrior’s duty… Watch this.
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cheep!

Nice!

Thank you, 
StarClan…

…For this prey.

Seriously…?

Brightheart, how can a 
smart cat like you believe 
that dead cats in the sky 

are watching over you?

How can a 
smart cat like you 

not believe?

Because it’s — 
I — there’s no —

	

Wow. Well put.

Look, you 
can think what 

you like.

I may not trust 
other living cats, 

but I do trust 
StarClan.

They’re watching 
over us. I know 

they are.

Not just 
over me, Cloudtail.

Over us.
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Gotcha!

Whoa…
there’s no way 

you could’ve seen 
that mouse.

But you 
didn’t even 
hesitate!

A warrior who 
can’t catch a mouse 
by scent and sound 

alone…

Isn’t really 
trying.

Yeah, I guess.

I’m still the best 
hunter in the Clan, 

though.

Now who’s 
dreaming?

Hey!

It feels good to 
laugh. Especially 
with Cloudtail.

I don’t get to 
do it often enough.
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Feels good to 
come home, too.

Hi, Brightheart! 
Cloudtail!

Good hunting 
today, huh?

Speaking of Clan 
deputies we can trust…

Hello, 
Graystripe.

Cloudtail. 
Brightheart.

We can always count 
on you two to bring 
back plenty of prey, 

can’t we?

Just doing 
what warriors are 
supposed to do!

No 
need to be
 so modest!

Hi, Cloudtail!
Brightheart! 
Good hunting!

That’ll be two or 
three good meals 

for some cat.

Yeah — 
and I just got 
really hungry.

Want 
to share a 

vole?

That sounds 
lovely, yes, 

thanks.
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Hang on.

Looks like 
our meal’s going 
to have to wait.

Let all cats old
enough to catch their own 

prey gather here beneath the 
Highrock for a Clan 

meeting.

I’m pretty sure I
know what this is about.

The Clan’s in need of 
more apprentices…

…And as soon as I see 
Willowpelt and her kits, 

I know I’m right.

Their father, Whitestorm, 
was ThunderClan’s deputy.

BUT he died in battle against 
BloodClan two moons ago.

I’m sure his loss feels 
as fresh to them as my 

scars feel to me.
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Finally!

Now I don’t 
have to be the

only apprentice 
anymore!

Neither
Cloudtail nor I have ever 
mentored an apprentice 

before.

I hope we 
get chosen!

Three 
ThunderClan kits 

have reached 
the age of six 

moons...

Being a mentor 
would be amazing.

...and are now 
ready to become 

apprentices.

Sootkit, 
from this day on, 

until you receive your 
warrior name, you will 

be known as 
Sootpaw.

And your 
mentor will be 

Longtail.

Sorrelkit,
 from this day on, until 

you receive your warrior 
name, you will be known 

as Sorrelpaw.

And your 
mentor will be 

Sandstorm.

Ooh — Sandstorm and I 
were both Whitestorm’s 

apprentices!

Does this mean I’m next? 
It would be such an honor 

to mentor one of 
Whitestorm’s kits!

Rainkit, 
from this day on, 

until you receive your 
warrior name, you will 
be known as Rainpaw.

And your 
mentor will 

be…
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...Cloudtail.

Did he —

Did he say me?

I hope your mentors 
will pass down all that 

they know to you.

I know I shouldn’t 
be disappointed. 

And I know it’s not 
fair of me to question 

Firestar’s judgment, either.
the last thing I 

want to do is make 
Cloudtail feel like 

I’m resentful.
So this is something 
I’ll keep to myself.

Besides, Cloudtail 
looks so happy.

SOOTPAW! SORRELPAW!

RAINPAW!

This is going 
to be great!

Firestar was my 
mentor — and I’ll teach 
you everything he taught 

me!

I can’t 
believe it! My own 

apprentice! You’ll be great. 
He’s lucky to have 

you.
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Hey, you know 
this isn’t anything 

against you, 
right?

And Ferncloud’s kits 
will be six moons soon 
enough — I’m sure you’ll 
get to mentor one of 

them.

Yeah, maybe. 
We’ll see.

Well, until that 
happens…I could 

really use your help 
with Rainpaw.

I want to train 
him right — and I 
know how good a 
teacher you are.

Will you mentor 
him with me?

Hmmmm…

“Of course I will. Together 
we’ll make Rainpaw into a real 

ThunderClan warrior!”

See, you don’t 
want to let prey spot 
you, so you stay as low 

as you can.

Like this?

That’s a good start! 
We’ll work on it.

Warriors have 
to learn to fight as 

well as to hunt—

And the first thing 
to master is a good 

swipe.

You plant your 
other paws, reach way 

back, pop all your 
claws out, and—

Did I 
do it? That 

was…

A good 
start! Right?

Right!

We’ll 
work on it.



2524

It’s not all about 
striking, though. You have 

to be nimble.

Not getting hit is 
just as important as 

hitting.

Here, watch this. 
We’ll show you a 

dodge…
That Brightheart 

came up with all on 
her own!

Wow! 
Really? Okay!

Ready?

See?

She 
ran right 
past me!

Brightheart 
taught that move to the 

rest of the Clan when we 
were getting ready to fight 

Scourge anD his mangy 
rogues.

That was 
amazing!

Despite the slow 
start, I think Rainpaw 
has great potential.

It’s time for his 
first border patrol.

Along the way, we run 
into Longtail and his new 

apprentice, Sootpaw.

This thunderpath 
is the border between 

our territory and 
ShadowClan’s…

...Which is why we 
mark this side of it. 

To warn the ShadowClan 
cats away.
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Huh — 
I’ve never actually 

walked on a thunderpath 
before. It’s —

 — Ow! What’re —

Whoa!

Wow, that was…
really big, and…
really loud…

You must always 
be careful of the 
monsters that use 

Thunderpaths.

Always.

Because if 
you’re not, they 

will squash little 
apprentices flat. 

Do you 
understand?

Yes, 
Longtail!

What’s 
that smell?

That’s not a 
thunderpath monster, 

is it?

All the Clans 
have different 

scents. 
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That’s what 
ShadowClan smells 

like.

ShadowClan 
smells disgusting. 

They must be 
weird!

Eh…
they’re not 

so bad.

Not all of 
them, anyway.

A ShadowClan 
patrol.

Why are they 
just watching us like 

that?

Or could they be 
looking for some cat 

in particular…?
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So. As I was 
saying...

...There are different 
kinds of thunderpath monsters. 

Some are fast, some are 
slow…

But they can
 all squash you. 

Got it?

Yes, Longtail!

Hey — 
what’s wrong?

Seems like 
something’s got 

you spooked.

I hope it’s 
nothing.

Only…

...I just remembered 
that Longtail used to 
be one of Tigerstar’s 

followers.

How is it that we all just 
trust a cat who was so close 

to ThunderClan’s greatest 
traitor?
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But…
Brightheart, 

Longtail has proven
himself.

And he chose 
ThunderClan. He chose 

to join us.

Where is this 
coming from?

You’ve never 
been worried about 

him before.

I know.

I know.

I — it’s —
hard to explain. 

It feels like 
there’s danger 

nearby.

Maybe it’s 
Longtail. Maybe 
it’s ShadowClan.

Maybe it’s 
something 

else.

I just feel 
like things are 

changing.
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A good night’s 
sleep helps a lot.

But it turns out I’m not 
the only ThunderClan 
cat with suspicions.

Yeah, 
well, I don’t 

appreciate all these 
accusations!

Especially 
when I haven’t done 

anything wrong!

Look, Thornclaw, I 
know that big squirrel 
I caught yesterday was 
still here last night. 

But I woke up 
before sunrise and 

came to get it, and it 
was gone!

So you must have 
taken it, because 

you were guarding 
the camp all night —

And you knew I 
wanted at least 

half of it!

That’s ridiculous!

Eating a whole 
squirrel by yourself 

when every other cat’s 
asleep?

It’s not 
ridiculous! It’s 

greedy!

I’m telling 
you, I didn’t touch 
any squirrel last 

night!
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Not yours, 
not any cat’s!

You’re going to 
waste Firestar’s time with 
your made-up nonsense? 

How mouse-brained 
are you?

Yeah, well, we’ll 
see what Firestar has 

to say about this!

What a great 
way to start a 

morning.

Speaking of 
getting mornings 

started, where’s our 
apprentice?

Hey! Rainpaw!

Time for 
TRAINING — LET’S  

go!

So! What do 
you think we should 

work on today?

Is it time to 
start teaching 
Rainpaw how to 
hunt in trees?

Brightheart?

What’s 
wrong? 

I don’t…

...I don’t feel 
RIght
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Maybe you should 
go to the medicine den? 

Let Cinderpelt take a 
look at you?

Instead of 
hunting?

But I 
promised I’d

 help with Rainpaw’s 
Training.

Well, if Cinderpelt 
says nothing’s wrong, 
then you’ll come join 

us. Yeah?

Yeah…
I guess.

“I do feel
 really weird.”

All right…
I think we’re done 

here.

Well? 
Is anything 

wrong?

No, no, not at all.
A little borage and 

you’ll be fine.

You should come 
back in a few days, 

though, So I can examine 
you again.

Oh— 
okay. Why?

I’d just like to keep 
an eye on your symptoms. 
Don’t worry, at this stage 

it’s perfectly normal to feel 
strange and nauseated…

Or even 
just nervous and 

unsettled.

Excuse me?

“At this stage” 
of what?
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I said not 
to worry!

A lot of she-cats 
feel apprehensive 

about the dangers of 
the forest…

...When they’re 
expecting kits.

I’m…I’m… Going to be a 
mother! Yes!

Congratulations!

I spend the rest of the day 
split between feeling excited… 

scared… and anxious about 
what Cloudtail’s going to say.

I guess I’m 
about to find out.

Brightheart?

Are you all right?
I kept waiting for you to 
come and find us, but...

…Brightheart?

You’re scaring 
me.

Cloudtail, 
you’re…we’re…

We’re having 
kits!

I can’t believe it!
I can’t believe it!

I hope you can
 believe it, because 

it’s happening.

Are you okay?

Brightheart, 
this is the happiest 
I have ever been!
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It doesn’t take
long for the word

to spread.

It’s all so 
overwhelming.

My mother is 
thrilled.

I am so 
HAPPY FOR you

both! 

You’re 
going to make

such wonderful 
parents!

Congratulations, 
you two!

Brightheart, 
it’s going to be great 

having another mother in 
the nursery with me!

Don’t worry,
I’ll tell you everything 

you need to know!

This is wonderful 
news, Brightheart, 

Cloudtail.

Kits are the 
future and strength 

of ThunderClan.

Congratulations.

I feel like…
I don’t know. Maybe 
every mother feels 

this way.

But I think 
our kits are going

to be special.

And we’re going 
to protect them. No 

matter what.
Absolutely.
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Oh, wow, 
you’re right. This is 

perfect.

When I didn’t 
know what was going

on, I was scared…

...But now 
that I do know —

 I feel great!

Full of energy.
Good. We’re 

both going to 
need it.

That 
branch?

Yes.

Trust me, 
it’s perfect.

Here— 
no, come on, 

this way.

You think so?
You think our kits 

are going to be little 
terrors? 

No way
to know.

I’ve been hoping 
that at least one 
of them is a little 

she-kit.

I think it’d 
be nice to have a 

daughter.

Well, I think…
whether we have 

she-kits or toms…

...They’re going 
to grow up to be the 

best hunters in the 
whole Clan.

With us as
parents, how could 

they not?
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You know 
how much I hate having 
my tail pulled, do you 

not?

Hahaha…
 I do know that, 

yes.

Ah, 
I won’t mind.

NOT If it’s my 
own kit pulling

 it.

In just a few moons, 
we can teach our kits 

to climb this tree.

They’ll be 
able to climb any tree 

in the forest.

They’ll want to 
practice before they’re 

old enough to leave 
camp, you know.

I think we should 
let them hunt your 

tail.

A moon passes
 by so fast I barely even 

realize it…

...That is, until I catch
a glimpse of myself 

in a puddle.

Or try to 
take a really deep 

breath.

But at least 
I can still hunt!
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Uh-oh

come back here — 
uhFf

Starclan 
above — !

aargh, 
why can’t I —

all right.

all right, 
fi ne.

Fine.

Maybe this great big 
belly has thrown my 

balanCe off…

…  But there’s nothing 
wrong with my legs.

They’ll sTill take me as high 
as I need to go — belly or 

no belly.

who’s the besT 
Jumper in Thunderclan?

BrighthearT,
that’s who!
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Hmm hmm hmm…
best jumper in the 

trees...

Hmm hmm hmm…
Catch birdies with 

ease…

Hmm hmm hmm… 
Brightheart, if you 

please…

Huh?

I recognize the cats 
Longtail and Bramblepaw 

are talking to.

Oakfur and 
Tawnypaw. From ShadowClan.

Oooh… this doesn’t feel right. 
I was suspicious of Longtail…

...But was I imagining that?
 Was I just feeling weird because 

I’m pregnant?

I want to trust my Clanmates. 
But Tigerstar betrayed us…
and Longtail was his friend 

back then.
Besides that...

...Tawnypaw and Bramblepaw 
are Tigerstar’s kits. 

Bramblepaw looks almost 
exactly like him.

How hard must it be 
to be loyal to your Clan

when you have kin in 
another one?
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This is horrible.
I like Longtail and 

Bramblepaw.

But when I was younger, 
I liked Tigerstar, too.

And Firestar’s 
going to make me 
a warrior soon!

Oh is he? 
Well…

...I bet I’ll 
get to be one 

before you
 do!

The apprentices are 
louder than the warriors.

Can’t quite make
out what Longtail and 
Oakfur are saying…

— border — — prey —

...Just bits and pieces. 
They could mean anything. 

It could be a totally innocent 
conversation. It probably is.

But I think I should 
talk to Firestar anyway.

Firestar…
may I have a word?

…and I saw them 
talking to Oakfur 
and Tawnypaw, the 
ShadowClan cats.

I couldn’t hear
 exactly what they were 
saying, but…well, it made 

me nervous.

What if Longtail 
or Bramblepaw turn out 

to be like Tigerstar? 
What if they both do?
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Don’t worry, 
Brightheart. Have faith 

in your Clanmates.

That’s the
real strength of a 

Clan. Faith.

Both in 
StarClan…
and in each 

other.

Now, if you’ll 
pardon me, there’s 
something I have to 

take care of.

Is that it? 
“Have faith”?

Firestar!

We need to decide 
on how to repair those 

holes in the elders’
den.

I said we should stick 
with the branches, as usual, ]

but Thornclaw has some MOUSE-
brained idea about weaving 

grass together.

I’m sure
whatever you think 

is fine.

Firestar?

I’m sorry, 
Graystripe, but I’ve 

got to go and…

…patrol.
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I COULDN’t MAKE heads 
or tails of why Firestar 

was acting so oddly.
 couldn’t tell if he meant it…

or if maybe there was something 
to worry about, but he didn’t 

want to tell me.

Doesn’t 
look like I’ll find out 

today, either...

...But that doesn’t
mean it still can’t be a 

good day.

From this moment, 
you will be known as 

Brambleclaw.

StarClan honors your 
courage and your loyalty, 

and we welcome you as a full 
warrior of ThunderClan.

BRAMBLECLAW!

BRAMBLECLAW!

BRAMBLECLAW!
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Did he seriously just 
name Tigerstar’s son…

Brambleclaw? 

I’m still thinking 
about it the next 

morning. But before he 
became Tigerstar, 
he was Tigerclaw!

Does that 
not strike you as a 

terrible idea?

Giving Tigerstar’s kit —
 who already looks just

like his father — a name so 
close to his father’s

warrior name?

He might want ThunderClan 
vto accept that Brambleclaw 
is Tigerstar’s son, and then — 

well — get over it.

Maybe the 
name is part of 

that.

Look, I don’t 
necessarily trust 

Longtail, but I can’t 
believe anything bad 
about Brambleclaw!

He’s proven 
that he’S nothing LIKE

his father.
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Cloudtail’s right 
about that.

I don’t want to think 
anything bad about 

Brambleclaw.

Take today. 
Brambleclaw was 

exhausted after sitting 
vigil last night as a 

new warrior…

But he still 
wanted to go on 

patrol this 
morninG.

That seems like 
dedication to the 

Clan to me.

>sigh<

I can’t stop 
feeling uneasy. 
I don’t know 

why.

Maybe it’s because there 
wasn’t any fresh-kill on 

the pile this morning. Again. 
Maybe I’m just hungry.

The pile was empty?

That’s weird. 
There was plenty 
there last night.

There’s a squirrel! 
there’s a squirrel!

Ooh, 
there sure is!

Hah!
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Oof — 
whoops

Brightheart!

Are you okay? 
Are you hurt?

No. 
I don’t think so.

 I just...

...My belly’s getting 
so big, it’s hard to 

breathe when I’m 
running.

I’ve got you. 

Why don’t
 we go back to 

camp now?

Ugh. This is 
stupid.

I’m a warrior! 
I have to hunt for 

the Clan!

Yeah, but 
you just said it 

yourself — you’re 
pregnant.

That…

That shouldn’t...

>sigh< 
It shouldn’t 

matter.

Ever since I lost 
my eye, I’ve wanted to prove 
that I’m every bit as good a 
warrior as I would’ve been 

with both eyes.

No cat
 thought I could 

do it.

But 
I proved them 

all wrong.

You did.

You’ve 
proven them wrong 

over and over.

But now it’s 
your turn to rely on

the rest of the Clan. 
That’s what being part 

of a Clan means,
isn’t it?

Caring for each 
other?




