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WAKE UP!

RISE AND SHINE!
BREAKFAST IS ON
THE TABLE.

I ALMOST FORGOT!
IT'S MONDAY!

s

WHYDO ™\

YOU ALWAYS DO |
THAT TO US?




WHY AREN'T
YOU DRESSED

BAND NERD!
BAND NERD!
Lucyls A
BAND NERD!!

NOT THAT SHIRT.
MIGHT AS WELL HAVE
A SIGN THAT SAYS
“BAND NERD.”

WINDLEY SCHOOL OF
ARTS IS FULL OF BAND NER
‘M GOING TO FIT RIGHT |

ONLY IF YOU CATCH
THE BUS. THIS NEW SCHOOL
/AS YOUR IDEA, NOT OURS,

PLENTY OF TIME.

BAAAAAAAND

NERRRRRRD!

IT'S A
DAD’S




IF YOU MISS THE BUS,
YOUR MOM CAN'T DRIVE YOU.

WINDLEY IS
ACROSS TOWN,; . —
NOT DOWN THE ’ I KNOW.

“ROAD LIKE WEST BUT LIAM— _~

NO “BUTS.”
JUST EAT. FAST.

YOU HAVE TO STEP IT UP OR
THERE’S NO POINT IN GOING TO
A SCHOOL LIKE WINDLEY.

YOUR ELDEST IS
DILLYDALLYING.

I KNOW. I'LL WORK
HARD, I PROMISE.

WE'RE JUST |

CONCERNED. .

——

" ESPECIALLY
_IN MATH.

YOU HAD A REALLY
STRONG AUDITION.{

/

WINDLEY cOuLD BE  BUT ONLY IF,

A GOOD OPPORTUNITY YOUPUTIN
“EOR YOU. .y~ "THE WORK:

ELIZABETH

5TH GRADE GENIUS
TAKES 7TH GRADE MATH
VOTED NICEST IN HER CLASS

BASKETBALL STAR

THE STRONGEST

YOURE NOT
STUDENT:

LUCY
BAD AT MATH 4

ﬁT’LL BE OKAY.
MAYBE I CAN HELP |

WITH THE MATH,
\ "’/

WE TRIED THAT, )

\ REMEMBER?
NoT ATHLETIC ~ v/

GooD AT FLUTE
LIKES CooKIES

T —
- .

d
/ YEAH.

.~ MAYBE YOU'LL
| GET AREALLY

\ /
\GOOD TEACHEIE/ /

y



DID YOU SEE THE JOB
_POSTINGS I SENT?_.

~" GO PUT ON
“_YOUR SHOES,
2UE

CAREFUL! WHY

ARE YOU SLINGING WAS AN ACCIDENT..

L. GET OFF MY BACK. ./

~
{ ALSO, WE'RE OUT
', OF COFFEE.
mou DO THE \~

SHOPPING NOwW.
YOU KEEP TRACK.

IT WASN'T ON ™~
PURPOSE. WE'RE OU;

Y N
PURPOSE. NOW T'LL
TO STOP SOMEWHER!

AND BE LATE TO WO

IF YOU LET ME USE

THE CREDIT CARD,
I COULD ORDER
__ ONLINE-

A

MAKE A LIST.
I'M NOT A MIND
READER.

sLowLy . ..
sLowLy . ..
@ NO SUDDEN

YOU NEVER BUY WHAT
I PUT ON THE LIST.

I BOUGHT A
SIX-PACK!






B = I
e S —— WHAT'S YOUR NAME? I'M MALIA.
LIKE MALIA OBAMA? MY PARENTS’
- FIRST DATE WAS TO SEE A SPEECH
|

BY PRESIDENT OBAMA.

#

THEY—
THEYRE
YASSIGNED? |

MY PARENTS NAMED ME
FOR THE PEANUTS CARTOON.

[ Sty

OFFICIALLY
OR ANYTHING.
_BU
THE RULES.

e




— = ™= =

=

i LUCY'S A LOTBETTER. ||  you DON'T FOLLOW LUCY
' LIKE LUCY MCKENSEY. || MCKENSEY? SHE'S GOT FIVE |
| | MILLION suBscRIBERS. -
|
i
| Y
| ot

-

|| _OH. MY PARENTS
|| BLOCK THAT STUFF
| AT OUR HOUSE.

HO?

1
)
|
1
b M -
ra__-__-___ —— — S —

1
WHAT DO YOU DO | |
ALL DAY? } .

OKAY, COOL.

e n rm C o — - —— ]

| SO YOU'RE A
| BAND NERD, HUH? FIRST CHAIR

ALL LAST YEAR.

{ IT’S THE ONLY THING

I'M GOOD AT.

STICK WITH ME. I'M IN CHORUS.
| WE'RE A LOT MORE CHILL.

| WE HAVE ALL
| THESE DANCE MOVES ... |

X

| YOU SEEM PRETTY
| COOL, THOUGH. BAND KIDS ARE™
ASBAD |

\IIIII |

IMEAN... |

I REALLY LIKE FLUTE, i

BUT I LIKE OTHE |
STUFF TOO.

| NO. I NEED TIME TO PRACTICE
MY FLUTE. AND STUDY. I HEAR
THERE'S A LOT OF HOME

)
) YOU'LL G TOIT. \g
I'M SUPE |

L . ey e ML A= ABOUT TRYOUTS & e
= S e
! AND™
' ROUTINES . . N ]

L
=

AND EVEN
i - S TUNTST woagr

YOU'LL
GREAT.



~ THANKS, BUT I
% .. ALMOST HOPE I DON'T
MAKE THE TEAM

m :"_—"

¥ I.f‘-l F‘l i
f - |_.a J’ 'I
5 r1 BON'T REALLY* H
o LK cﬂaegme

AROUND THE MIDDLE

s B [ T
C’'MON, T'LL SHOW

P
L . .
i = &l
h, e _' i
o T e - F
+

CREATIVE WRITING KIDS.
THEY ALL THINK THEY'RE
GOING TO WRITE THE

”%Y £€TTEP
L

|
N

SEVENTH
GRADE HALLWAY
IS THAT WAY.

YOU'RE GONNA
DO GREAT. SEE YOU
ON THE BUS?




I CAN LOOK T i CARVER,
YOU UP NAME? e CARVER . . .
’ /-'/ b~ HERE YOU ARE!
: , H BAND TRACK.
= P |
J '
& I
L=

: YOU'RE IN I
e MS. BAZ'S CLASS. I
I'M DR. JONES, TWO DOORS DOWN
THE SEVENTH GRADE GUIDANCE - ON THE LEFT. |
NSELOR. CAN I HELP YOU i

FIND YOUR HOMEROOM?

WELCOME Lucy! f"_'—‘\ |

WE'RE GL D
YOU'RE H

LET’S SEE YOUR
SCHEDULE.

20 9



CHAPTER 3

ICEBREAKERS
IST/2ND PERIoD, LANGUAGE ARTS & SoCIAL STUDIES

I.-i_ "
| ReADimeaD!ReAD! | "ib||
|

‘ :\{ - | |
X - |I 1 |
r"?Ln {.‘i -c-‘@":
( I‘_h‘; l'f‘."" I

-

WELCOME,
SEVENTH GRADERS!

PHONES AWAY!

TIME FOR
ICEBREAKERH!

UUUGGGHHH

I'MIN
GAME DESIGN.

FOR HOBBIES,
PUT DOWN GAMING,
ACKING, AND
GAMING.

 DANCE? WHAT
J} KIND OF DANCE?

K\ \

BAND.

r'"'-"‘-l.‘_,_\
WHAT TRACK L .!|
ARE YOU?

FIGURES. THAT L
SHIRT IS DEFINITELY
NERDY. ‘j,'f j

L/
i

!

23



MAYBE THE
a3 GIRLS WILL
BE NICER.

Y B —-—l - - IT’g gﬁEl I EIS '-E ;-l -I -I —.-TTW._.-_

T —
AND RHYMES WITH “JOLLY.” SUPPOSED TO DO
5 7 "
22
: 3 oy

EVEN HOW——
MUCH I HATE THAT
NICKNAME.

I'M BAND TRACK.
TOLLI IS TOO, |

AWESOME!
I PLAY FLUTE

3

Student: Veeln
Arts Track: BAND
Favorite Music: Az hing with
glg_rinetstImag’ine Dragong,

RULE! FLUTE | | OT MOZMRT
I IS ALMOST X Favorite Hobbies: Practising
AS GREAT AS | '\ WNGING e 3
| CLARINET. 'L_ﬁ | ratent, THE pers LoRAnd
S ]

MY HOBBIES I

i .
larinet, cyte earrindy

Special Talent: THE BEST FRIg
|

. ARE
TN practions, | YESLL -in
£y NETFLIXAND CHOCOLATE .. RING!!
BAKNG. | CHOCOLAT 3 WILL YOU SIT
o 2
| CAKE LAST é WITH US AT LUNCH?
- [ WEEKEND. I
74 =. suRel
| GAH. ..
, WHAT?
BAKING?
LIKE CAKES? |
AWESOME!




3RD PERIoD, SCIENCE

4TH PERIOD, FRENC’—-(

MY MOM YOUR MOM IS I
WON'T LET ME EAT OBSESSED WITH

IT JGGLES!
SCHOOL LUNCH. - HEALTHY. .LJ-H\I
-
__ _ SHE SAYS %5 {7 |:'“"~ Ry
IT'S NOT " LEha i .j“'/__-‘\
HEALTHY. R L T'LL BET IT HAS
_ - : : /RTRANS FATS.

i
|

| ﬁ —_

Il

5TH PERIOD, MATH

.I'r OT — - AT BAD.
c IT IS KIND OF GROSS. DO YOU WANT
\'L:V f"" \ DO YOU WANT MY POPCORN? YOUR FRUIT CUP?
\ | ] = :
& I :
v ok .
RING!! ; v 7l
FINALL)’/ o '
/ X

27



HOW LONG HAVE HOW LONG HA HA\%HQS;Sch)STH |
YOU PLAYED FLUTE? | YOU PLAY RING!! PR SEVENT MS. KELL SOUNDS MEAN.
| : ? MY LAST DIRECTOR WAS |
- : SPANISH. SUPER NICE. |
= : .
— " X i

W ” P b r
L I18UT UTEWHENT | , .
SEVEN, /
| “%“"rs' 5 N ﬁk
i
e — ’:7/ i JUST SINCE LAST YE R \ I ]
SEVENIWOW! | I WAS FIRST CHAR ALL OF i
i; SIXTH GRADE, THOU H, g \ ‘f"“*—-

I aa - L] —— e —— e m—m o G E T 4

\:: PE.
¢ ) Sy T 3
- UL mglls ¥ (4
f“t L2 Ol 5 N
3,

_— e = e = wwow mE ==

R I'M KIND OF NERVOUS ABOUT MS. . DON'T LISTEN TO TOLLI.
id N \ KELL. MY Ml IGQETHE S THE ! SHE'S WEIRD ABOUT MUSIC,
| i 4 . BEST DIRECTOR IN THE STATE. - EVEN FOR A BAND KID.
! ‘.ll"‘: - -'_:’-l|I . |
Ly | L i ._.rr‘\-
L K Ve =N
LN RN - - [ g
Ill oSG ::/ '{-“
= -.\_-‘r""r %,

WE ALL WE§V\/INDLEY

WOULDN'T HAVE ACCEPTED
US IF WE WEREN'T GOOD. _

SHE’S REALLY STRICT. I HEARD FOR NOT FOLLOWING

| SHE THROVKA% THE RULES, DUH.

|

|

‘ N'T BE SILLY,
WHY-WOULD SHE
HROW ERASERS?

*,J
j\‘a-—u

HER MOM IS LIKE,
SESSED. SHE USED TO
SING OPERA IN NEW YORK.

B

28 29



CHAPTER 4

ERASERS L

WE'RE IN MRS. BAZ'S
CLASS TOGETHER.

£ |

] ' "\\ ATy

MGAB ,Ila’ ..-f'{ )

RO § C'@{ﬁ %%
el AN RS
W E‘: -

EAST. HOW

— il

8TH PERIoD, BAND

CARTER GREEN. BLAH BL/SFF BLAH

— > (" ¢ a4 p;gi';"l 'T(P'OT' i_QUEAK' BOOM!
g J , £ :
"1 3 T{ I|
' 2 /g‘j"i
; . f
LI T " j,f”%w’/
%

=







ANYONE ELSE PLANNING |
TO BREAK RULE NUMBER ONE?

?}J

HOW MANY O o
YOU BROUGHT TH ‘“ﬁ”
MUSIC I SENT OVE| -

.r-\

THE SUMMER? m“h\g

IS

RULE NUMBER
TWO IS TO
BRING YOUR &
MUSIC AND YOU =

"

music?
WHAT music?

IF YOU BREAK
A RULE, YOU'LL
RECEIVE A
DEMERIT.

WHAT'S A
DEMERIT?

34

RULE

NUMBER
THREE:
»®
P
\'\ 'r/
THREE DE&(RITS qﬁ-?ﬁyou
HAVE™MO LEAVE WSA. FOREVER.

BEING A STUDENT HERE IS A
PRIVILEGE. AM I UNDERSTOOD?

EXCELLENT.

NOW, OPEN THE
BOOKS ON IYOUR
STAND TO PAGE 1.

=

I TPLD YOUJSHE —
AS STRICT.

OKAY, FROM THE TOP.
s
W

1“?

WANNA USE MINE?

35



NOT BAD.

NOT BAD
AT ALL.

27N
o

\4IE’RE GOING

HAVE A LOT
OF FUN.

P A
[

OPEN HOLED.
IT GIVES YOU
BETTER TONE.

IDONT
REALLY LIKE
KEYS LIKE
THAT.

f THEY $OUND
——— _ALL..TARY?

THAT'S BECAUSE YOU DON'T
KNOW HOW TO PLAY IT YET.
IF YOU PRACTICED . ..

YOU DON'T
HAVE AN OPEN
HOLED FLUTE?

IF YOU WANT TO BE
GOOD, YOU NEED AN

OPEN-Ht(;LED-FLu{E.

5,

OH.
OKAY.

TOMORRo(\gEﬂ“\.I
= ;




CHAPTER 5

BAND CENTRAL STATION

ONE YEAR AGO.. ..

DUN DUNNNN!




PRETTY GOOD,
HUH?

HOW ABOUT
THAT ONE?

HOW ABOUT
THAT ONE?

$1.200,

SOUNDS GOOD. PLUS TAX.
-

HOW MUCH?

WE DON'T HAVE |
MUCH IN THAT RANGE.

HAVE YOU

W
\ Y
{ 3

NO,
GOOD IDEA.

7N
fo

IS TWO HUNDRED, — Tl‘IIS V\IliEK -
MAYBE THREE. |
- 1
e HOW ABOUT
BUT MOM! I NEED IT PERCUSSION?
FOR TOMORROW! THAT'S VERY -

AFFORDABLE.

=

R%’ A-TAT-TAT!
THU EI:IUD THUD!

TAT TAng'f"

I.E:J "::'I 'H':-._ *'Ih‘“ \%‘.‘_

\ ) %hl .II"

i { &
,-—-..\\\I.

RATTA-RATTARAT!

THIS ONE
DOESN'T cOST
THAT MUCH,
o, |
I}
f |

g - i 1 ’.-__.-'

= '@,-:—b- i / _Bi "lr CAN I TRY
o . '\\ ﬁ |II I “ THAT-IrONE?
s Nﬁ'ﬁ 1._.! Sl T | ‘p} f ;

q vd| =t ¥}

,/g/ e I & 1 J GO AHEAD.

_ | L
: '
41



RAP! RAP! CRASH! BAM

THAT'LL BE
$421.38.

o
GIVE IT TOOT! TWEET! TOOOOT! 1 !
A TRY. 2 ;

FEVS

e

I:
ICANT WAIT TO
SHOW EVERYONE!

IT’S FLUTE OR DRUMS.
Wk AND I DON'T THINK I CAN
- — HANDLE THE DRUMS.

WE'RE READY.

42 43




oy

TOOT! TWEET!

o s
o R

FOUR HUNDRED AND THIRTY .

OING
ARS? WHAT ARE WE 6
= TO EAT THIS MONTH? /-}
L §

THEY WERE /«K

THEY TOOK ADVANTAGE OF you!

HOW ARE WE GOING
TO PAY RENT?

YOUR MOM AND DAD

e AumSFame. =) ) choe T, |
fe e Df |

2 |

— /i 1"|, e .

44

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE
LET ME KEEP IT.

45




CHAPTER 6

K'——""'\ WORK ETHIC

\

-_————'"-'.'-

SHH! YOU'LL WAKE




e S =

HOW WAS
YOUR FIRST DAY
AT WINDLEY?

F
|
|
|
\

DID YOU DO YOUR
HOMEWORK?

FIRST DAY,

|
i - '.
| ot

IT WAS THE~ =

il I,I:Tf

HOMEWG 1\
| i
: ' \
| {usfeman | \
i i
|| I.
I YOU'RE ALREADY "'-"'R (
| BEHIND? LUCY! L i
i &5
TLL DO IT IN
THIS IS )
| WHAT YOUR MOM pag THE MORNING!
AND I ARE ALWAYS
| ALKING ABOUT.
| = 6? |
L = I PN - -

I TOLD YOUR

MOM WINDLEY MIGHT

_ BE TOO HARD.
S

WHAT?T"

e
e

NOT!
__——TLL PROVE IT.

YOU'RE ALREADY
BEHIND!

/e

ok

&
2~
|"l1!

&
L

———

PLEASE DON'T
MAKE ME LEAVE
WSA.

-

B

\
| II'\:"‘-LA

N

LREADY LOVE
IT THERE.

4 TN

L

SNORE!

MRMAHPH.
“NIGHT.

49




| TWO CASES ARE WAY TOO
1 MUCH. WHY DOESN'T SHE
| JUST STOP BUYING BEER?

e

' L
k GLE
JINGLE L
CLICK | \_/
I = | |
WHAT ARE YOU I HAD TO

DOING UP? WORK L,

I'lLL SHOW THEM I CAN DO |T.
FIRST CHAIR AND HONOR ROLL.

| YOU SAID A

| — —

i |l'lc E WAS UNHEALTHY. . -!
. | THAT'S TWO- ; i
N |
| : {
| .
: i |
| ]
]
. Y 2 — - = =
ANt i |
{ ] i | WHAT IF DAD GETS TOO WHAT IF DAD DIES
\ . N ' | DRUNK AND HAS TO GO TO T TMIE?
18T rI,r THE HOSETAL AGAIN? "‘_"AQ'\
{ w, Gt S
LE 1 P — :"'": | "'-..-""rr "ll
YOUR FATHER. | =<1 1 ;
| L 'l\ { ﬁ_{' INEED TO |
e i sleer THAT .
. : A : MATH IS HARD
~_ MOM! WHY \ |
| WOULD YOU— | |
. i - WHAT IF THEY
NOT ANOTHER | | MAKE ME LEAVE
WORD. BACK TO BED. , WINDLEY? \

50 51



CHAPTER 7

CREPES AND CHAIR TESTS

ARE YOU GOING

CHOEOLATE
CREPES?

THEY LOOK LIKE
BURRITOS. THOSE ARE F
EASY TO MAKE.

I MADE ONE
EOR YOU TOO.

s 'l".ll'l E -ﬁ\_'-_-\.
o NO THANKS.
CANT HAVE ONE? THEY'RE SO FULL
PLEASE? OF SUGAR, THEY'LL

- T'LL EAT HERS.
= THESE ARE GOOD!

|
]
|
TO SKATE NIGHT i
TONIGHT? I
T DON'T KNOW.
I HAVE FENCING :
PRACTICE, AND IT'S TS A SCHOOL i Vi W P h“"x
A SCHOOL NIGHT. ' Fg»ﬂ AISER, NEE. | l; b 1
. - (
UR MOM WILL 'x i _} 'a ""_"\I
TALLY SAY YES. " N\

1

D S (N
—_— —5"51@’ s/

- il ....-l"
MAYBE . ..

ISN'T IT KIND

OF EXPENSI ryev — |
.- .I__ "i-\.-"l

T'LL PAY.

MY MOM AND (\
STEPDAD GAVE
ME A HUNDRED -

DOLLARS FOR IT.
JUST HAVE youl?'—"'

52 =
a1

MOM DROP YOU
OFF AT SIX.

Irr..-d— —-—:rx“ﬁll CO(I?AL;/]4;'%;;_5)(‘]’_Hhh
S'f} {)’{ h—;ﬁ% :3"'“' "Q

/ L

L W
_.'_'_._.__,,J I HOPE I CAN GO. e
T'LL TEXT YOU LATER WITH —

WHAT MY MOM SAYS.

53



—AND STOP.

AR

N

b VERY NICE! |

54

.-"f"_‘*-'\'
YOU'VE MADE GOOD PROGRESS @
THESE PAST TWO WEEKS, BUT WE

HAVE OUR WORK CUT OUT FOR US g
FOR THE DECEMBER CONCERT.

o W B

BEFORE WE START THE | THIS IS THE PIECE YOU'LL
PLAY, AS WELL AS A MAJOR
AND CHROMATIC SCALE.

CONCERT MUSIC, WE'LL
NEED TO DO OUR FIRST

PLAYING TEST. IT'S IN TWO WEEKS.

[ — it

WILL THIS TEST DETERMINE
OUR CHAIR PLACEMENT?

B O e e e T | T te—




g & B S W W

THIS MUSIC IS
SUPER EASY.

] YOU THINK SO? T'VE BEEN PLAYING A |

LOT LONGER THAN YOU.
TRUST ME, IT'S EASY.

I'M DEFINITELY GOING
TO BE FIRST CHAIR.

—va, 3

-

[ |

| ]

i

|

’

L=
X«
(7))
(@)
03
m
gg

o

&=
50
HQ
=

1 /00
=

—rr E——

| MAYBE. BUT MAYBE IT'LL BE ME.
I WE'RE THE TWO BEST PLAYERS.

b
—
=

T'LL GET THEM.
MORE TIME.

THE STUPID
WATH HOMEWO!

1l :
TAKES FOREVER
UESS YOU'RE DKAY.
| {TEEVEN GET THOSE || EVERY NIGHT.
I i L

I JUST NEED et

S

MAYBE YOU COULD DO
THEM IF YOU HAD A BETTER FLUTE.
DO YOU WANT TO BORROW
MY OLD ONE?

I HAVE THREE

YOU DON'T FLUTES. I ALMOST

(AN

NEED IT? NEVER USE IT. -
\ .:-_’{) 3
(&Y
h—_\
T
L, -
SURE.
I'LL TRY IT. |
f

/% YOURE GOING
J) LOVE IT. YOU'LL
{ | UND SO MUCH

TER.

- R

THERE’'S
MY MOM.

e

e

GOTTA GO BEFORE

- SHE TRIES TO LECTURE |
"~ MS.KELL ABOUT
] {  SOMETHING.

L P

57




A LOT. AND MAYBE HER
FLUTE WILL HELR

YEAR AT EAST, I CAN BE
AS GOOD AS,TOLL].

MS. KELL?

DO YOU THINK I

|ﬁ@ CAN BE FIRST CHAIR?

)
.kﬂ_

GOOD START. KEEP
WORKING HARD, AND
YOU'LL DO WELL.

— y— _=.,a-'
T'VE ALREADY 1
I WILL!
MEMORIZED ALL
MY SCALES. THANK YOU! |

AL

TOLLI WON'T HATE ME
IF I GET FIRST CHAIR,
WILL SHE?
|
L~
\ = \ll MAYBE._! 1
A 1 OH WELL.
||
¢
= T THE BEST PLAYER
SN LL WIN, AND THAT"
/ “H:\\j GONNA BE ME.
| T

59



CHAPTER 8

THE LUCKY BALLERINA

ARE YOU GOING
SKATING TONIGHT?- -

}uﬂ

YE HI

NO. GRANDMA JO HAS
AYER GROUP.

BE YOU CAN COME
ER THIS WEEKEND.
EED HELP ON MY
HEER ROUTINES.

S

YAY! I KNOW IT’S ONLY
THE JV TEAM, BUT THOSE
DANCES ARE HARD.

I REALLY, REALLY
NEED TO MAKE
FIRST CHAIR.

YOU HAVE TESTS
IN BAND? THAT'S
HORRIBLE!

WHY?

THEY'RE REALLY

YOUR GRADES WORRIED. THAT'S WHY
ARE BAD? I NEED FIRST CHAR.
ALREADY? I NEED TO DO
SOMETHING GREAT
|f TOH_TURN IT AROUND.
= [ :
{ 4 @SS
g |
] \ = 7
| X
\J TQ‘ %:» )
D C3IN|
HING. HND
sup STRICT.
I GUESS. I JUST NEED HOLE? IN THE
| TO PRACTICE A LOT. GROUND?
FAGN
a2

_ 5
{ 4 -
HOLED FLUTE.

IT’S A FANCY
KIND OF FLUTE.

OMIS D|MY DAD. MY PARENTS

= ~  THINK WINDLEY IS TQO HARD FOR ME.

60 6l



I HAVE SOMETli NG

THAT WILL HE .
""‘\\.|I —
’ﬁr‘:,/ N HIS IS

-~ ) LUCKY

— ) . llll""1 BALLERINA.
\ | =T
\ f

I WEAR IT TO

THINGY, BUT THEN I NEED IT BACK.
IT USED TO BE MY MOM’S.

fm%

ALL MY CHORUS YEAH! BORROW IT UNTIL THE CHAIR
AUDITIONS.

_.__._.-'-
{’f _-lf o

THE LUCKY
BALLERINA
THANKS! NEVER FAILS. I WILL!
TEXT ABOUT THIS WEEKEND,

OKAY? GRANDMA JO REALLY
WANTS TO MEET YOU.

62

YOU'VE PLAYED FOR
TWO HOURS. I'M GOING

CRAZY OUT HERE!
e ['1,
N

IT HASN'T BEEN
THAT LONG. ONLY—

63




SIZZLES

| |

THISISN'T PLA\/ll'IME.
\f/ EACH YOU TWO-.!
{!

|IIYOU’RE OTE\RII |

f'ﬁﬁ

.
o~ I CAN ALREADY BAKE | YOUR GRANDPARENTS
( ALL KINDS OF STUFF. { DIDN'T COOK MUCH, SO
- 7 YOUR MOM N LEARNED.
(o |
W | : I.\‘
L]

{

oy L
e C I
C
THAT'S A HOBBY, THAT'S WHY
THIS IS A LIFE SKILL. ‘ yo
%)
t CAN MOM COOK? .

\ |
% MAYBE NOT MUCH |
LONGER, THOUGH. A NEW ,
FIRM IS LOOKING FOR A 7 |

SHE CAN ¢OO

REAL ESTATE LAWYER.

SOME THINGS. I'M! BEE

JUST AT HOME

RE ———
IT'S A GOOD JOoB?

- \} B
8 -
Ji I Il'k b ) _‘_%\

THE BEST I

SEEN IN éﬁ%
OF !
o |

oTE |

T

€AN
OM HOME.

64

*

THESE COOK IN
THE SAUCE?

! i —
HOW’'S sCHOOL?
WHAT'S THIS SONG L
YOU KEEP PRACTICING?

A

THAT'S
MY GIRL.

= 1 YOU'RE

WELL SO FAR.

AUDITION MUSIC.
OUR FIRST PLAYING
TEST IS IN TWO

WEEKS.
b

THAT'S . °
¢ ~“EXCITING. ]

SLeha [
N
w .

YEAH! I'M GOING
TO MAKE FIRST CHAIR,
JUST LIKE I SAID.

DOING

KEEP WORKING HARD. >
THAT'S THE KEY.

PICK YOU UP SOON, k. =

GO GET READY FOR

SKATING. YOUR MOM WILL (
1
5

' g 3
_‘___J | THS THNG T
\! T AR AN
W 1'- \ | ] my GraDES!! [%i:;-"/
| |I i ! | I | l i
- ' = |
> I -



&3 h CHAPTER NINE - >
- ROLLER-SKATING Y o
e | P *-._.:‘E_x L p e [
k.- ) . ASY :::i
\ ("'T i 1 GOTTA GET 9'_?\
. S T - | : N
= e SKATES. ~ R
B GOo — V\|/E’LL BE AT A {.1., "
TT LOCKERS. —
o e
(/[ Ry
e R 2~ AN ./
] UL B
Lhd ) ,
— —_-_ H"ﬂ R "l,k-“_:::ﬁ ; ) o6 .-;. ]
—— I:E. Hll"'". 3 | .|. -
WHERE DID YOU ~ ~ [ %v-' ' Ei‘ , [
GET THOSE? G — e
R ‘ ul i
BUT REALLY FAST. 'w-.,lf. ":. L_.»Li‘ (= .
P "",}, s i § i A= U'-:l) WHY ARE YOU THIS IS MY IT'S NOT
_?i b jl | Ni i ; ‘\ SKATING SO FAST? | REGULAR SPEED. A RACE!
WA m | ! [(? % = G €55
(e- di = F{L . - ; x\h
L C’MON! ' 3 :
& LET'S SKATE! : e,
‘ T — 3 3
SHAKE .. - .
[/ IF-:"‘ ssmfgl i ’_\\. I'M BORED. LET'S GO
] j s 1 2 - ‘\\ THE SRACK BAR.
a I 1 "..r- ; II.) . - : _‘1“
5 T v ~ACNE
'/; SHAKE \L\k\ fr e 0 ""_J\ | \ 1
— e W é
£y /
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T'LL HAVE A SM LL JUST CHIP
DIET COKE AND NACHOS,
NO CHEE

q . [, </ ;
{J% gﬂ\?':-r L

~. THEY'RE PRETTY
NORMAL, I GUESS. DO/
YOUR PARENTS FIGHT?

ARE YOUR PARENTS A
CRAZY TOO? /

= I;'x
P\-,?IJ | 5 ‘1 >
How-ABOYPS

you? YES! ALL THE MINE TOO! MY DAD LOST
TIME. MOSTLY HIS JOB BECAUSE HE
ABOUT MONEY. C_AN L _Q‘RIVE AND .
,, ,_,.?3 f %} -'E- 5 -;
YOU CAN HAVE SOME - I WASy
HAVE JUST BOUGHT I GOTTA LEAVE EARLY. MOM HE DRIVE?
OF MY SKITTLES.
HER Wq NEEDS ME TO BABYSIT. [ =
\) 1 "‘r it _\ ‘\"] HE DRINKS SOMETIMES. —_—
~~1: %3
L S
f you' RE‘rA =
‘S REALLY OKAY.
ATE AT HOME. ‘i " BABYSITTING.
§ KNOW- r# MOM
HATES FUN.
__f 1/_ OH, My MOM DOES TOO,
"" # SOMETIMES SHE'LL PUILL UP THESE OLD
N VIDEOS OF HER SINGING AND.DRINK LIKE
THREE GLASSES OF WINE.
1
1
b = ' OH MY GOD,
MY MOM TOO. SHE'S ALWAYS LIKE, = 3 SHE TOTALLY DOES!
“GO PRACTICE! YOU'RE NEVER GOING TO _ e IT'S SO FUNNY!

BE APROFESSIONAL MUSICIANI” = .
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THE BEST
“O SOLE MIOOOO0O.”

NO, IT'S LIKE,
“LALALALALALALAAAAAAAAL”

THE OTHER NIGHT

MY DAD WAS TRYING TO
| PLAY FLUTE LIKE THIS.
THAT'S NOTHING.
THIS ONE TIME MY MOM A FLOWERPOT?
THREW UP IN A FLOWERPOT. EWWWWWWW!

MY STEPDAD WAS
)iy
SO ANGRY! 7 /_6 -
wl % ;T"l
‘-{-'Esﬂ e ¥

\} S

OH YEAH? ONCE MY DAD DRANK
A WHOLE BOTTLE OF WHISKEY.

&
i

IT COULDN'T HAVE BEEN A
BOTTLE. MY GRANDDAD DRINKS

E N WHISKEY IN TINY GLASSEs_’.f- 3

@:&

i —
f U |

F ks kg
-

(Y &,
\ 5]

N | i %
YEAH. WOULDN

HE, LIKE, DIE? ' \
|}

=

.

=

=

=

it

YEAH. BUT IT WAS
KIND OF SCARY.

IT WAS A BOTTLE!
HE DIDN'T DIE, BUT .~
E DID HAVE TO GO -

WHO WANTS A
SNOW CONE?

71



o |

YOURE SURE YOU

DON'T WANT ANY?

Im GON ATE
SOME MORE.

(:;r:'

WE TRIED. IT'S NOT

H
OUR FAULT SHE'S WEIRD. i

MY MOM SAYS YOU CAN'T
BORROW MY FLUTE. IT'S TOO

AREN'T YOU GOING TO
SKATE SOME MORE?

4

I WISH I COULD. MY
MOM IS OUTSIDE.

]
" VALUABLE. YOU MIGHT LOSE IT.

\<'l.,
SURE?NO PROBLEM.

——rr—ErTre— P

NG

o A

,',f:f ﬂ |

| WHAT DO YOU WANT
TO DO NOW? |

MY MOM IS
ALMOST HERE.

|
GET
UT OF
Y_LOéK

/S SHE MAD?
WHAT DID I DO?

GUESS YOU HAD TO
E THERE TO GET IT.

g
Y

A
UG
\ N\ \

LOOKS LIKE YOUR
LUCK DOESN'T WORK
FOR ROLLER-SKATING.

b 5}

OR FRIENDS. F

N



CHAPTER TEN
GRANDMA JoS HoUSE
KNOCK
KNOCK!

I'M PRACTICING!
LEAVE ME ALONE!

_,_-—F"'_-.-F“_ -::-b-'-r-.,.\_\_‘_‘_‘_\‘

IT'S TIME FOR A BREAK.

)
y’? -
LT

""h___.--""'-"‘_u"l

s ="

FOR ALL OF US. YOU'VE BEEN | GO PLAY OUTSIDE WITH
| PLAYING ALL WEEKEND. 5 1| YOUR SISTER AND BROTHER. I
! ] F 5. '
I == I‘"" ]
i 2A) ol | = W
% §. 735 / 5
i G ™ i (i
\ 2Ty Ny
v " IREALLY, REALLY WANT T
MAKE FIRST CHAIR. TOLL S ] MALIA LIVES NEARBY
SPECIAL L D— = WITH HER GRANDMA. CAN 1
I - BIKE OVER THERE?
-y -
—_— ——— -—
ONLY IF HER GRANDMA
i SAYS IT'S OKAY. AND T'LL
-\-H"‘-I NEED A PHONE NUMBER.
|
A A >
R{y\
) \
L
I'LL TEXT AND ASK.
S —
74

|

WHAT'S FOR
DINNER?

CHIEKEN AND DUMPLINGS.

WE HAVE | Y SUNDAY
' AFTER CHURCH:~—__

S L, S B i L o i ome o e

N\

e T e — 8 =
[THAT'S MY MOM.

HAIR.

HAT'S FROM ¢
MY DAD)I GUESS.

HI, HONEY!
I'M GRANDMA JO.
MAKE YOURSELF

AT HOME.

SHE" ! - :
Y :
Sy |
EXCEPT| FOR MY

2

/' /) K\\ YOU GO TO
L " o

.. CHURCH EVERY
e ! SUNDAY?

AT
(BN 2
'1,3 s /\\{.~
NP
S &Y
GRANDMA JO. SHE'LL || L Tj ]
MAK&%,EOME




=

EMBARRASSING.-GRANDMA
0 1S.OBSESS THESE ARE SO BORING.
R,
| L f\_ﬁ "

UGH. THIS SIGN IS SUPER I HATE IT. 1 1
L | IR«
LET'S WATCH SOMETHING ELSE. 1

|
H_ il | HAHAHAHA

AND THAT'S WHY
YOU LOVE LucY i
MCKENSEY, RIGHT? 1

O, T
) U I | = v

| I CAN'T. GRANDMA JO
}r /\ | WOULD KILL ME.

|
I GUESS I'D BETTER N ’ _ .

~~"SHOW"YOU THE"DANCES GRLS, IT'S [ =eh} i ;
T'M SUPPOSED TO LEARN. - ALMOST FIVE. |- ) 1 (
% | |
' \ OHNOL 1 |5 thaT
) Aﬂn.[—: PIE? x o
] M
| £ ‘=
- e b
=

f 7~ l_ ] -ﬁl.
=N
YOU JUST i _'TT IS. STAY FOR DINNER, LUCY.

GOT HERE! | ____T'VE ALREADY SET YOU A PLACE. |

'h.r

F’
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DUTCH OR
TRADITIONAL?
DID YOU MAKE A
| LATTICE TOP?

_LATTICE TOP. JUST LIKE MY
AMA USED TO MAKE.

YOU DIDN'T TELL ME YOUR )
FRIEND LIKED TO BAKE.

SHE MADE
HOCOLATE CREEPS
LAST WEEK!

CHOCOLATE CREPES,
SHE MEANS.

THIS TABLE IS LIKE A
MAGAZINE. THE BIG PLATES

e L T T

COME BACK SOON!
NEXT TIME YOU CAN
-~ MAKE THE PIE.

A ¥ "@
ﬁ@' fi
- ﬁal

CAN'T WAIT!

78
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I CAN BAKE A PIE NEXT TIME.
CAN T GO TOMORROW?

BETTER NOT WEAR

O

B

"T—.-

m—

““-\l
4

OUT YOUR WELCOME.
| R e | AND I COULD GO TO MALIA'S
WEEKS YOUR DAD HAS
vl e i INSTEAD? PLEASE, MOM?
GRANDMA JO WON'T MIND.
— 1 YOU KNOW WE HATE
s | AFTERSCHOOL!
i = )
[ =% ;
!I'.P 1 o . i £ ! e 3 ¥ ]
\._,.a';r . = o
i !-r E
I'.. : /‘I:} \ \ /I
OCTOBER TENTH. I WAS , k=
GOING TO SIGN BoRiNG]
FOR AFTERSCHOOL. :
TEN IS OLD ENOUGH
TO STAY HOME ALONE. I'M
ON THE SAFETY PATROL! ENOUGH! IT'S NOT

e

I DON'T NEED A
BABYSITTER!

YOUR DECISION.

IF MALIA'S GRANDMA SAYS
IT'S OKAY, YOU CAN GO.

" A

Al i

b)

I WILL!
i- I PROMISE!

T 7 e &

I- -.

VI

| STRAWBERRY. -
{z UBARB? BUUEBERRY?
22! COCONUT 'CREAM?

CLEAN UP THE PLATES
AND GET STARTED ON
THE DISHES.
'/ IDID THEM
T NIGHT!

(-;f /S LAS
| =4 F:" "'--.."i
L.j i)

i = ‘?1' ﬁ .

Qw f@s

WHY DON'T THEY
HAVE TO HELP?

'fri {1

—
a2

=4

g

GOTTA ( f
|
R I-SHOW—E-S.— e —— _—'
— I
|
SO UNFAIR! NOBODY DID
ANY WORK HERE EITHER.

YOU PLAYED

\Q’f‘ ALL DAY.




FINALLY DONE. UGH.

CHAPTER ELEVEN

BATHTUB

YOU KNOW I HATE DISHES.
WHY DIDN'T YOU HELP?

,-" )

{/\vHY WERE y

GRANDMA JO
MADE DINNER AND THIS
AWESOME APPLE F:}L

—

(& sz

- [4" Lo

C’'MON, E. YOU GO TO FRIENDS
HOUSES ALL THE TIME.

E US CUPCAKES.

AND YOU
TO GO TO AFTE

_)\'”“" YOU WERE GOING TO

“|[ THUMP WHUMP WHUMP.

WHAT WAS
THAT?

THUD! WHOOMP!

g-:lun.l LY

(1

E\j

CHOOL!
IT'S NOT FAR!

T HAVE ]

82

= 1

ll IT'S NOT
EVEN EIGHT!

i

I SSSAID, GO TO
BED. NOW.

e
P

DON'T! HE GOT IN A BIG
FIGHT WITH MOM WHILE
YOU WERE GONE.

83



LUCY! SHUT THE DOOR!

IT'S Nb..‘r IBEDTIME WH
CANT '!":-TAY upP?
NO, JUST— }
~ i
b : ;
‘ 1
/ I,
I DON'T CARE WHAT
TIME IT IS. YOU KIDS ARE

GOING TO BED. il
8#

ARE YOU

TALKING BACK? -‘:%‘:‘,}K

o
s

84



BUT DAD—

A

f
f

| _‘I'l, i

S
@ h

i

,f

THREE .

J

&\ A &ﬁg

h\.

[ ]

b ._. —

,.-1
,..-:::-

YOU KIDS READ IN

BED OR SOMETHING, o

OKAY"NﬁIix !.|-— ]

1 BUT NOTHING!
IF YOU'RE NOT

IN YOUR BED BY

THE COUNT OF

”f;

G

YOU'LL WHAT?

YOU CAN'T EVEN STAND
UP STRAIGHT. -

(,,w"..;ﬁ

|

’1_,;"

86

ICANT SLEEP.

8 aa e e a0 W W — = -

a/’

| N2*%* | X(Ne@)E$$!

| 5B

~%*I"DRUNK,"@)E& $"FOOL"%*!*
$><u>< '‘EMBARRASSING.”@)$!

{

THUD. THUD. WPI‘PMP WHUMP.

N

K
|
L]
|
DID DAD FALL DOWN?

SLAM

2 |

i




BUMP BUMP BUMP. THUD.

;"_\-ﬁ DAD? i)
‘ Ei'; 1 DAMN IT. ﬁ@
%\\Q e

\

e

. Sy

N

Y

i

SIGH.

IN HERE.

——a
e i

DON'T JUST
THERE, HELP

p!

DON'T TELL YOU
MOTHER YOU HA
TO HELP ME.

.

89
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CHAPTER TWELVE

FAMILY STUFF

IT'S NO BIG DEAL, LOTS OF
PARENTS DO. RIGHT, NEELA?

}
‘ TOLLI!
f
i
¥
I

e . L TT I WETE B e S

|

& ) T ey ~—RIGRT-FCTROUGA T
OH. YEAH. SURE.
DOES GIVE YOU FUNNY
" MY PARENTS 'DON'T 2
=y ; e - ~ ! DRINK THOMGH. STORIES. RIGHT, TOLLI: =
B 23 PRl bed [ oY ~ = il ’ ~
[ 1:_'. iy - i . } Y % II 3
[ " i RS Ty ! % i | -
44 e .III k IIJ‘I/ I".,\ l'i\ 1! IL -l"'-." ::'
e ' Y i
— -._I_‘_“\‘_ L | |III I' _.|'_ | I | =
R WHY ARE YOU | SHOULD I JELL THEM? - 1
SO TIRED? ~ { !
tR | -
e, PRACTICING IT'STE | ’
! LATE? WORST. R SURE.
I WISH. “LALALALA!"

YOU WANT TO HEAR ‘

™. 5% WHAT HAPPENED?
1 3 1?’.-'...¢! | YEAH!
l e CI Seded? o '
| B
L /
A WH T'é.g PORTANT . , f ,,-u-\\
AN PRA ? THE CHAR \ e S / 3
{ H,: IV TEST IS TWO DAYS AWAY. (/". | ) L S B 5~"":.
| W I Com
| =] "ﬁ'r_ &
- I
| ]
| e
I .
i
1 ITTS PRETTY
] FUNNY.

I



BATHTUB!

SO CRAZY!

o T}

IN HIS UNDERWEAR
SWEAR TO GOD.
e

4

C
WAY TOO MUCH -
CHATTING, LADIES(_ WHAT
T I 8
?
SEpARATE YOUZ W] 1 ER BT
e
-'._‘_n—u-\kl "-\.\_
' I KNOW,
N a i RIGHT?
P
T Al | WE DO ONLY HAVE A FEW

| MINUTES LEFT. WE SHOULD HURRY,
ON'T F

J

AEL@)‘T/A
LIKES YOu. D SEE

YEAH, BUT CHARLES PUT
HIS MAP RIGHT NEXT TO YOURS
I THINK HE LIKES YOu.

=Ly YOU
~ THINK?

(

;2@

O
B

44

RES ABOUT T
NEED#TO FINIS

I HAVE A TWO-HOUR
FLUTE LESSON TONIGHT.
I HAVE TO FINISH THIS
PROJECT NOW.

ARE YOU NERVOUS

|
Il MS. KELL SAYS I HAVE

ABOUT THE CHAIR TEST? A CHANCE IF I HAVE A
GOOD AUDITION.
AWESOME!‘
.wr.‘h.r
PRl
o >
= TE
-.\ \ \
Fi|
e

CAREFUL, YOU'RE
/GQNNA TEAR THE PAGE!

WDAOND

95




" WERE NEVER GOING

TO FINISH IN TIME.

€

I'M WORKING AS
FAST AS I CAN.

2
S~

—
= WE SHOULDNT
HAVE TALKED SO
MUCH. MY MOM IS
GONNA KILL ME.

e

il I'M SORRY. YOU
KNOW HOW I GET BEFORE
= A PERFORMANCE.

ITATH IH 0.

TO BE FINE.

96

WHAT IF I FREEZE UP LIKE
AT MY PIANO COMPETITION?

MY MOM IS ING T REAK
IFI'M FIRST CHA
r _-.' .
w
o)

DON'T WOk =10)
MUCH ABOUT IT.

il

DOES TOLLI KNOW
YOU WANT TO BE
FIRST CHAIR?

NOT

TIME TO CLEAN UP.
BELL'S ABOUT TO RING.




CHAPTER THIRTEEN

CHAIR-TESTING DAY

' it
7 ol &
5 % —
. ff W
i e I
3 A VERY NICE. OKAY—
'q E - LIN, CHARLOTFE, AND TOLLI.
! e —
| —
LT wj TOLLI IS REALLY OKAY, NOW LUCY
; GABRIELLE.
IT'S CHAIRATESTING DAY. T'LL'START WITH'WOODWINDS AND GABRI

WE'LL DO PAIRS AND GROUPS
OF THREE.

€=

JESSLYN AND
JESSIE FIRST.

99
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VERY NICE!

f
|..
\
'-..____——--"'__-
e

ila

I NEED THE FOLLOWING
PLAYERS TO STAY AFTER THE
BELL FOR A FEW MINUTES:

MICHAEL FOWLER,
JACOB LI, TOLLI CLAYBOURNE,
AND LUCY CARVER.

101




Coismeme TR e TR = .
YOUFO - i——wmm:

CLOSE TO CALL. I NEED ME A C-MAJOR SCALE. VIBRATO AT THE END. /
TO HEAR MORE. Y- L

3 N ;
o ?} % v;

||_::'_

29
\ N\ AS WELL,

ALLY STRONG

A

YOU KNOW HOW MUCH 1
WANT TO BE FIRST CHAIR.

= -:"
@% I’
IDO T WAS FIRST

AT EASTI LAST YEAR.

-|.

— = —=

OKAY, GIVE ME A ?ﬁ,?&g“"g% “YOU BOTH PLAYED WHY ARE YOU SO MAD?
ROMATIC SCALE. ;"'Lﬁ . | (VERY WELL, BUT THERE THIS IS AN ARTS SCHOOL.
A E SOLOS IN WE ALL WANT TO BE

{7/ ‘: CHRI CERT,

g@ DG

\'f*'

(.

.

Rl

|
YOU'RE DISMISSED. SO I NEED TO HEAR

- YOU PLAY ALONE TO
ASSESS TONE.

WHATEVER.

102 103



CHAPTER FOURTEEN

CHAIR TEST RESULTS

“"EASY FOR'YOU TO

SAY. YOU WERE ALMOST
GOOD AS TOLLI.

YEAH!

TO
= I E—

SHE LOOKS o

STRESSED. ¥ -

I SQUEAKED. I NEVER SQUEAK!
T CHAIR CLARINET FOR SURE.

MAYBE WE'LE"BE NEXT
O EACH OTHER; I'M GONNA
AIR

o " .BELAST CHAR FLUJE.
f:":ﬁ' (O "r;l-xi i,
PEIRTANS L I
A 72 el )

'\ | NEITHER OF You |
|__WILL BE LAST.CHAIR!

THIS IS WHERE

FIRST CHAIR
USUALLY SITS.
A TJ i WE HAVEN'T GOTTEN
|, kX ] OUR RESULTS YET.
s
I THINK IT'S SAFE TO
SAY SHE'S MAD AT ME.

-
i

ot
S

I LIKETO'BE_ |,

Pnef«feo. -
I|I| -:T}\
i |

NOW IF YOU D%’?

WARM UP.

Te——




—

THANKS FOR YOUR VISIT,
MRS. FERGENFERGER.
SEE YOU SOON.

THAT'S TOLLI'S MOM.
WHAT’S SHE DOING HERE?

TUBAS ... o \II
FRENCH HORNS . . . “
TRUMPETS . .. %
I"x: =
v 9
'
W)

FIRST CHAIR TRUMPET:

BASSOON . . .
ALTO SAX . ..
. CLARINETS ... =

S
R

READY FOR
YOUR NEW SEATS?

?
Y/aN

106

AND FINALLY, FLUTES.
FIRST CHAIR: TOLLI CLAYBOURNE.
SECOND CHAIR: LUCY CARVER.

SEVENTH CHAIR CLARINET:
NEELA ROLAND.

107




e e

I YOU UStE

THIRD CHAIR . . . THAT ONE. WE'RE
JESSIE MATTHEWS. SUPPOSED
TO SHARE.
."Q‘
| &
..-"'___,..-'
HAIR DOESN'T
E TO SHARE.

T PLAYED REALLY WELL.
HER MOM PROBABLY GOT
FIRST CHAIR FOR HER,

I'M JESSIE.

I'M LucY.

THAT'S EVERYONE.
ANY QUESTIONS?

CHAIR CHALLENGES ARE EVERY
FRIDAY, THE CHALLENGER PLAYS WHOEVER HAS
THE LEAST MISTAKES
ONE OF OUR PIECES, THEN THE T STk
CHALLENGEE PLAYS. :

THERE ARE
oS

IN OUR UPCOMING
CONCERT.

IN “O HOLY NIGHT,”
BASSOON SOLO IS
EVERETT, FLUTE
IS TOLLI.

IN “UP ON THE HOUSETOP,”
MICHAEL ON TRUMPET,
YOLANDA ON PERCUSSION.

IN "GOOD KING WENCESLAS,”
LUCY ON FLUTE, JACOB ON
TRUMPET, HENRY ON CLARINET.

109



THAT SOLO IS PRETTY EASY.
IT'S A GOOD CHOICE FOR YOU.

.-

U HAVE

TO BE MEAN. YOU G
FIRST CHAIR.

D :
I JUST MEANT THERE AREN'T
HARD RUNS TO TRIP YOU UP.

I CAN'T WAIT UNTIL FRIDAY

CHALLENGES.

HOWDIT GO?
ARE YOU, LIKE, BEST
FLUTE OR WHATEVER?

THE BALLERINA DIDN'T

WORK. SECOND CHAIR.

AND I TOTALLY FAILED
MY SCIENCE QUIZ.

TOLLI? THE WEIRD ONE WITH
ALL THE BLOND HAIR?

'l?f-IAT'S HER.

SECOND CHAR IS
‘ GOOD, RIGHT?

NOT GOOD EN
STUPID TOLLI.

YOU ARE SO MUCH COOLER THAN HER.
YOUR PARENTS WON'T BE MAD YOU'RE
NOT TOP FLUTE. IT'LL BE OKAY.

DID YOU WATCH THAT
LIZZO VIDEO I POSTED?
SHE'S SO AMAZING—

b AKE OUT "O HOLY NIGHT.” @Q

WE'LL START AT THE TOP.
110]

THEY MIGHT BE MAD.
ESPECIALLY ABOUT

LHAL QUUZ.

I



CHAPTER FIFTEEN SORRY. I THOUGHT o

DAD IN TROU_B SHE WAS OUT OF TOWN Is DAD ...

DID HE D

TS WEREN'T
RIED OR ANYTHING. ALL

W IS THAT STORY ABOU
ll IT'S OKAY. I | “THE OBAMA SPEECH.
IT WAS A LONG
1 TIME AGO.

i

| HANKS AGAIN FOR LET?ING.ME COME
VER, EVEN THOUGH DAD DIDN'T HAVE
| T T TIME.

MAYBE ﬂ]SJ‘P
CUT OFF. T
HAPPEN T

e SN

S

A YBJ. DOES YOUR |
LIVE IN WINDLEY?

SHE’S DEAD.

(7

THAT'S WHY MALIA
LIVES-WITH-ME-

153

112
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" DAAA\D?}'\ .t_,__

VER

I'M GRANDMA JO,
AND THIS IS MALIA.

NOT|AT ALL? NOT
EVEN FOR BEER?

S |
ROWN BOTTLE WITH HIM,

| KKNOCK
KN@GW!

WHERE’S DAD? WHYJSN'T

HE ANSWERING H E?

IN ROOM. HE HASN'T COME
Ol WE GOT HOM

115






WHAT AKE 95U
LOOKING FOR?

e —
|

|

|

/

U,l,‘?_j

UP THERE.

I

e LUC ATHER
— ISN'T FEELING WELL. T
. Z.(: -:/,-,—-—- JUST CHECK ONITHE
I 3 HIl YOU MUST BE GRA
# AN g

ALIA! I'M CARO

|
WHAT ARE YOU DOING]

WHY"AREITHEY HEREZL
(@\C !g ar L]
- e "

=
HE WON'T
WAKE UP. I'VE TRIED
~__ EVERYTHING.
WE'LL JUST ﬁ |
GIVE THEM SOME
RRIALY.
18 (¥




CAN YOU STAY WITH
THE KIDS? THERE'S NO
ONE ELSE. ..

R

OF COURS JCALL \
WITH ANY URDATES. { ||

WHO WANTS 5; Jj;:l
\ r@é

PIZZA?
\ ME! ME! ME!

222222222222227

WHY DIDN'T YOU TELL
ME ABOUT YOUR MOM?

E’Z‘j
,-f"\(z—“ R
A=

&% w::\-‘

SHE DIED FROM DRUGS. GRANDMA JO
DOESN'T LIKE PEOPLE TO KNOW. SHE
SAYS THEY'LL THINK WE'RE TRASH.

STl
| L) r_ﬁ

Nd/’TRASH. YOU'RE

AMAZING! THE BEST SINGER
AND CHEERLEADER EVER.

—

)

1

3

%R

Q
<

I'M GOOD AT SINGING, BUT
PRETTY AWFUL AT CHEERLEADING.
I WANT TO QUIT SO BAD.

==

-~ a\_}lg AL

I'M SORRY. f

t"“—\—-_

120

L

DO YOU THINK
I'M TRASH?

I HOPE YOUR
YEAH? DAD IS OKAY.

121
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CAN'T PRACTICE THERE.

NEETIN HAH'I"IE-ﬂ‘le(EtEN_ ane BEEKVZ'H&AI'%&N?HYQJ‘?J/E'VA?\IDI
R. JONES (PART | '

=

e e

) IMADE-AN
—, .
_______—-'—'—_'_:_‘_3. TRNOW YOULIRE-YOUR WE DIDN'T SEND YOU TO

E -~ N
.I -..I r . \H
g PPOINTMENT 2 ( | e \
o OUTOTALKTO |\ &= ' , \
' DR. JONES TODAY. ‘-.\ E .
\ e \ ik ) j
| {14
o
T B ' I YA
. —}l h / IT'S TOO MUCH. HQURS AlDAY.
. el , /l\ IT'S AFFECTING y%%uﬁaﬁ/joes.
: SCHOOL, BUT IT DOESN'T MAKE WINDLEY TO FAIL. MAYBE IF YOU
— sense TO sTAY Fyou cant 3 AP IO BRI AYRR
I \ | HANDLE THE WORKLOAD. G,
| VAL TNAD - AR _' A _':| ; . L/_/-“}_.‘_‘-" \
BACK FROM REHAB THIS il il g'J' . ] -
AFTERNOON. | ] -

MOM! I HAVE }

TO PRACTICE.
— C 1
JUST TALK TO a ™
DR. JONES. MAYBE SHE'LL ~7
I DON'T WANT TO 7
TALK TO HER. I'M FINE. HAVE SOME IDEAS. g ' I/

i —~ . Al (L)
ﬁz} r{; 2Nl % - =]

. } I. 1
-y - L ] '\-\_\_\:‘_ _'_."' o
P 1\ — / -
/1 N I\\ {
SO THE REHAB CENTER ?,m i = j.-d-" II lll___j i

THOUGHT IT WAS A GOO| FINE?
IDEA FOR YOU KIDS TO TALK YOUR LAST MATH QUIZ, ALL YOU

TO.COL LORS. W T3 = L

122 I 123 -

| i I i)s



YOUU VIUN | KUN
HERE, DID YOU? YOU'RE
| NOT IN TROUBLE.

NO MA'AM.
WE'RE RUNNING
THE MILE IN PE.

AH. LET ME GET

YOU SOME WATER.

HOW HAVE YOU
BEEN DOING?

—
=

(R
(' M

I'M GOOD.

““YOUR MOM CALLED
TO LET ME KNOW THAT
YOUR DAD COMES
HOME THIS WEEK.

YEAH.

ﬁ HOW ARE
YOU FEELING
ABOUT THAT?

THERE'S NO WRONG
ANSWER HERE, LUCY.

r"iﬁ %)

UT THIN
QUIET ER.
WITHOUT HIM. |

- '_fl:l

s
—

COMING HOME FROM TREATMENT

FINE.

AN-BE 93E|CULI o

oA

__~HOW? HE'S BETTER
" NOW,RIGHT? ™

p—

fé
\

THE JOURNEY OUT OF ADDICTION
CAN BE DIFFICULT. RELAPSE—USING
ALCOHOL AGAIN—IS COMMON.

hE

HE’S BEEN GONE FOR A
WHOLE MONTH. I'M SURE

—HESBETTER BY NOW |

s



YOUR FATHER MAY STRUGGLE.
JUST KEEP IN MIND THAT NONE OF
THIS SITUATION IS YOUR FAULT.

ABOUT THIS.

ANYTHING EYSE YO

U'D LIKE

P, TO TAUK ABOUT?

oY

/5 s

A-RC NN YOU'RE SURE? ?”‘ i
LY ! )

j 'y P Yok E

t'_,;,r-/aD\

'

‘M SURE.
i I

SECOND CHARR IS
REALLY GOOD.

LET’S TAKE A LOOK.

)
L

;é

-
-'"\-..

iy
(’ ' THERE'S MAYBE
M - C| O\ OTHE{

I'M KIND OF FAILIN

MATH? AND . . C j‘*
A LOT OF MY OTHER 1"|
GRADES AREN'T SO

THING.
& -~ FM SECOT (HAIR WELL, YEAH, BUT T'VE
| e : ALWAYS BEEN FIRST CHAIR.
by GREATEITHER. > Z 4 . AND AT WINDLEY T'M . ..
— % | NOT. TOLLI Is.
— I WILL. TLL ASK —_— —
TODAY, OW DOES THAT
MAKE YOU FEEL?

S
| |

I DON'T KNOW. TOLLI GETS LESSONS AND HAS ALL

71
LN

SOUNDS LIKE A GOOD
PLAN. YOU'LL BE BACK ON THESE FLUTES. IT'S NOT FAIR. WE USED TO BE
TRACK IN NO TIME. FRIENDS BUT NOW SHE HARDLY TALKS TO ME.

127
—l—'_'_

HORR/BLE!




=

'y

1 DO YOU THINK?

NOTHING.

WHAT WOULD HELP,

s |
OOD! YOURE REALLY"™
PROGRESSING ON THIS PIECE.

e T e

@

( f) =4\

k B j
BACK TO.CLASS——
'CAN'T MISS BAND.

"\-\.

LET'S-MEET AT LUNCH TO KE

YOU'RE DEFINITELY GOOD
OUGH. EVEN IF YOU SAT L,
CHAIR? ERE.

{ SOUNDS FUN. }

N

TALKlNG SH YEAH. T’
ORWARD TO IT.
e — —— —

| TO MEET WITH
YOU AGAIN.

\I'D REALLY LIKE i:gﬂ'\’

I'M FINE. I SWEAR.
[ REALLY AM. MY
JUST WORRIES.

"I DON'T WANT TO PUSH
THINGS. JUST PROMISE
THAT YOU'LL SIGN UP FOR

APPOINTMENT IF YOU

@ 'NEED TO TALK. OKAY?
iy
' l"l

A

Ji,,.‘

I WILL.
I PROMISE.

LY --‘-

NOTHING?

NOTHING. MAYBE I'M NOT
MAYBE |Z-WAS A MISTAKE TO
_...--"'" LET A KID LIKE ME IN.
128
| 36

b
o
| THANK YOU! -\h\l

—




=

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN _",,r-"l

=~ SCHooL DRAMA ~

1
1 L i"" PROBABLY.

=—WHATEVE YOU :

ISO

rsene Y whaeveR >
x___,/%_—-f* 3
%)

ﬂl‘ll \i

I 1
| |

r’ T |

HEARD ABOUT YOUR

' T PARTY, NEELA TOLD

; o 1 WOULN T GET MAD
‘I/rf I {:WHATSW NG ERE

WITH Y

D

i

b

OH I DIDN'T THINK ABOUT
THAT. MY MOM SAID I COULD ONLY

AV THREE FRI VER
o, P

::r‘"rr 3 h) fiﬁ‘

x.._"-' f.l

I DON'T WANT TO GO TO YOUR
DUMB PARTY. BUT NEELA IS MY
BEST FRIEND. NOT YOURS.

\,

YOU HATEIME B AUSE I'M A

THAN-YOU
——
i
IS THERE A PROB
L E e

131 -
R R |



ABOUT TO RING. ARE YOU CHALLENGING

TOLLI TODAY?

iﬁu TWO NEEG-.A
AT'S WHAT T THOUGHT.
TO THE PRINCIPAL'S OFFICE" ‘ PVE I7 EVERYBODY, BELE

l
CAN'T BELIEV EVE
R e e used] TO BE
A SHOE. :

132 £ 133



———ANYCHAR = 3 NOW, FLUTES, LUCY?

CHALLENGES TOPAY? ¥ = MEASURE T ENTY
OF “O HOLY NIGHT."
W F o \Q Il —
1 ] _—

QO 0 ; ®
Y ‘Aﬁwﬂi‘" T

OKAY, BEGINNING
WITH THE TUBAS.

PLAYING IS JUST

THANK YOU, GIRLS. EPS HER
SOLO AND FIRST CHAI R::Nasgsr‘;t—:ﬂ
NGER.

OKAY,
w

IGHAEL, LET'S SEE ol
YOU'VE GOT. %

one,

=

IT'S NOT ALWAYS

IJYsT waNT T H

FIRST CHAIR.
134 135
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EVERYTHING WAS BETTER MISS CARVER? ARE YOU
GOING TO JOIN US TODAY?

WHEN I WAS FIRST CHAIR.

FIRST CHAIR IS THE
BEST. AT EAST, EVERYTHING

S PLENTV OF T/ME
TO PRACTICE.

'l.
DAD AN Mom WEA’
> PPy

hill

P2l




CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

OMES HoME (PART 1)

PRETTY .. EXCEPT MATH.

GOOD.

Q
r..r
|I+ Illll. - T
138 '_l

GUIDANCE COUNSELOR
ABOUT IT TODAY. I'M
GOING TO RETAKE A

QUIZ AND MAKE UP
SOME HOMEWORK.

/
B0

)
&

“BETTER START STUDYING.
— YOU DON'T WANT TO FALL
FURTHER BEHIND. }_
-

ﬁ. I WILL. WHAT'S

FOR DINNER" ’
;\ F_ﬁ‘“

MOLM'?E‘;(ING TONIGHT.

SHE PROMISED TO HELP MORE SO 1
HAVE TIME TO APPLY FOR JOBS.

. .
e -

I THOUGHT YOU ™.
OULDN'T GET JOBS BECAPS
YOU CAN'T DRW.

e e

SPEAKING OF HELP . ..
GRAB A RAKE. THE YARD IS A MESS.

-1.

DAD! I NEED TO PRACTICE.
CHALLENGES ARE NEXT FRIDAY
AND I WANT.TQO MEMORIZE ALL

Y ==
=

YOU PRACTICE
TOO MUCH As

7o

CANTELIZABETH OR
Ll:.'IAM DO IT? THEY'RE

ST PLAYING WITH
.ﬁlﬂﬁ.ﬁ@s

I JUST GOT HOME. \
DO YOU REALLY WANT TO |, .-
: ARGUE ABOUT THIS? - \
Ry )f

e

-

139



UNFAIR!

I DO EVERYTHING
AROUND HERE!

140

IT DOESN'T ALWAYS HAVI
TO BE A GOURMET MEAL
AROUND HERE.

N

 HOT CHICKEN NOw!

YESSSS!
e
WITH| THE BILLS COMING IHAT ABOUT
OM REHAB, WE NEED E BUDGET?

T TO CUT BACK.

YOU'D BE AMAZED AT
HOW MUCH MONEY I'V|
VED THIS M .




S T OUESS THIS
FAMILY IS BETTER )
OFF WITHOUT ME.

v n__\ |

DON'T TWIST MY

"'-.:I DRINK ALL THE :m

{
>

[:’ WORDS.
: __:'.}_f
Byf_wzn.l.ooxs

THE LEAVES BEFOR

4 ﬁ[ 1' {/ " "THEN BAG THE LEAVES. ~
— MOM! IT'S MY THIS PARTY IS A LOT FOR

| GOOD. MAKE SURE YOU
B

BIRTHDAY!

US RIGHT NOW. YOUR DAD
ST GOT HOME.

?\r SHE'S MAD AT DAY

" -

‘I KNOW. IT’S STILL
NOT FAIR. _

—
WE'LL HELP.
RI M?

RAKING IS THE

en VAL
A @(@\ S

\’[/ANT TO HEAR MY SOLO?

=

MAYBE TOMORROW. I T
INAG GHT NOW.

il

TTOKAY.

You RD IT A
ML IMES

143



SHE' SESSED! I DID
MISS! THAT WHILE I WAS AWA

OU KNOW I DON
LIKE FAST FOOD.

. 'f?—\' I DIDN'T MEAN IT
: LIKE THAT, I'M SORRY.
kﬂ"-——-—"}"\*‘-——b e
%ﬁ’ADE IT SOUND ""-""#
LIKE A VACATION, N =t
COMING I WAS

=y

IDN'T MEAN |
TO GET YOU
IRFROUBLE—" . WHY CAN'T| SHE
__,.r-"_— — : -4 (1 \ PRACTICE:
IL"‘--—._..—--"""-F.I' ' En : 8D j‘L e ii— ‘E-.’
I KNOW, FINALLY' ALITTL
IT'S OKAY. _%, p Ll sl i RIVES ME CRAZY. \ SEACE AND QUIEES
) / / ( AND VE
! ) -

144 145




CHAPTER NINETEEN

LUCYS BIRTHDAY

N

THE YARD LOOKS GOOD.

SEE? A LITTLE HARD WORK

~GOES A LONG WAY.-

WE'RE GOING .
SHOPPING. YOU'RE KEEP YOUR PHONE
TACKLING THE LEAVES WITH YOU AND TEXT IF . - ==
FIRST THING, RIGHT? YOU NEED US. £THOUGHT YOU -3 HEY, HOW ABOUT
WERE BETTER NOW. A
NO MORE BEER. | THAT SOLO? WANT-TO
WHAT IF M . PLAY_IT_FOR ME?

KIDNAPPED FROM
THE FRONT YARD? |[

IS'BETTER. BUT THAT. |
N'T MEAN THAT HE CAN |

ESIDES, IT'S ONLY A -MY FRIENDS ARE COMING

= SOON: I NEED TO SHOWER.

146 : 147






WE' ABOUT !
TO HA Q’ j

_5 {0 & Fudtve
C‘L ==
) ét:gMAKE@ 0 ( H\ Q

r‘*f""'""‘""‘\

I W/S/-I DAD WOULD
RINI

150 s o o=

__-WHAT-DID-YOU
0 WISH FOR?

PB?L\',"EE \
p— 3
o ‘LL BET IT WA
ABOUT MICHAEL.
11 CLnp
g ———
am——S
OULD HAVE KN .
UGH;'NO. I WISHED
FOR FIRST CHAIR. DUH. OU AND TOLLI WILL NEVER
|: Y ,

SERIOU

ASTED
.A-W IS

(7 )5 \oﬁ@

I STILL THINK IT
AS ABOUT MIC




s

I’ |
I L

IT'S FROM ME AND T [ E Wb !
GRANDMA JO™M L Is ob
HELP YOU WINFIRST CHAIR. e

T—

| E 1} EEEEAL
I AAAH! AAAAAIII

: fm mﬂ@?g&@\

anA

72—




HAHAHAHA!

; |
-' -( OMG! AAAAH!

=

‘M GOING
TEXT MY MOM.

154

s i _}
I CAN'T BELIEVE YOU'RE=
LEAVING NOW.

I'M SORRY, HONEY. |
1 THOUGHT HE WOULD _-
BE OKAY.

HE RUINED MY BIRTHDAY.

155 o)
[ |



oy

e T
_l_a-—"'
GURGLE! e

GURGLE!

T TG, EINE. BN IM

- . GHAPTER TWENTY T BREAKFAST!
A EACK To REWAB i
\/ﬁ W "EQ R rf? =tk
e \ N : e I‘\:‘h x
i a i
; ' | o
— | .' /-’;i’: H ’ )

AS IF I'D EAT
I| IS FOOD.

; IGHT, T
— I DESERVE THE SiL
- TREATMENT.

"8 i L_% f'%i??l‘fo‘:";: *’f 0
N FAREE A W IR
$or I - H} 'f/\\ _:M H
l?\\f\: —l | e , |

=L B, 2
E""":;“ ,}-”” | | | ic;g\ | / }(&

P e
a - .t

" i . -
| I', | =
: g a
R Ty
= e i e
e 2 % | . SERVES HIM
L]

RIGHT,

[y ot

|

[

e
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@_ N
sy SN R

LAST NIGHT WAS BAD.
I'M REALLY SORRY.

55
/\ "'f: \LAiWM / E )",.

= U BE GONE? ;’,) |

Ao

(o \, ¥ el M R // ./

gl — ’

Y | = :

YOU'RE GOING TO
MISS THANKSGIVING.

TO REHAB. SOMETHING
DIDN'T TAKE.

\ﬁg‘c

IS ISN'T THE KIND
NOW T'M REALLY, OF LIFE I WANT YOU
REALLY, REALLY SORRY. KIDS TO HAVE.
B ‘{:\ﬂ-\ .
58

CHRISTMAS
CONCERT!

mj’"\
1"-..__.‘:?3...!"

159
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DAD ... MY SOLO.
YOU'RE GOING TO
NOT CHRISTMAS.

THAT’'S AT LEAST
SOMETHING.

I'M SO SORRY. THERE'LL
BE VIDEO, RIGHT?

I GUESS. IT'S NOT
THE SAME.

YOU'RE RIGHT.
IT ISN'T THE SAME.

160
N o

YOU KIDS KNOW THAT
I LOVE YOU, RIGHT?

e

5 WAD THOUGH.
YOU'RE RUINING MY LI

[

S SOON As I Ok BETHE

YOU CAN HAVE AN 'w

Lcan? _ WHAT'S THAT?

r~ ()
\C 7}.
\

1A

e
!
h,
o

YOU CAN. AND YOU |
KNOW SOMETHING?
LY |
B
YOU THINK? s
- o
—= , { G

(2.3 RN
(qnh TR
L(\f L\ _,,,-—"" \L

- THOPE SL.
SOMETHING GOOD

J

I REALLY DO.
YOU'LL BE FIRST CHAIR

HAS TO HAPPEN ONE

BEFORE YOU KNOW IT.

161
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CHAPTER TWENTY-T\/\/O

DON'T-FORGET THE BREATHING
EXERCISES WE TALKED ABOU
THEY-REALLY HELP YOUR TONE.

THIS ISN'T GOING TO BE ARE YOU SURE? BECAUSE YOU

LIKE THE CHRISTMAS CONCERT, SHOULD GIVE FIRST CHAIR TO

IS IT? YOU JU RELY LUCY RIGHT NOW IF YOU CAN'T
GOT THI'<’01$4 DO IT.

-

!
S

W |
'|

NO, MOM. k{ Im NE

I'M FINE.

YOU CAN DO THIS. YOU'RE
THE BEST MUSICIAN HERE.

IT'S ALMOST TIME

TO START. WHERE
HI MOM! HI DAD! ARE THEY?

YOU'RE
HURTING ME.

SORRY. I'M ONLY
TRYING TO HELP ‘ =

168 169 ]‘{ﬁ'
ILL




BREAK A LEG!
LOVE You! LOVE YOu. TS TIME, ~ONLY TWO THINGS TO

'""| -"'EEMEMBER STAY FOCUSED
AND HAVE FUN. OK

P
\ﬁ\%@ ‘

CARE.

YOU'RE YEAH. JUST LIKE
GOING TO ALWAYS. DON'T
DO GREAT. EVEN WORRY
ABOUT IT. =
i T Z ; .
™ ANE T (Ll L 53 ﬂf-;_/i;
bont L = By : e
PRETEND e
LIKE YOU ey

R

163

WHERE ARE THEY?

170 I3 e LS i 71




e — AT g

UR LAST| SONG TONIGHT
S “SELECTIONS FROM

Y STAY-FOCUSED,

)
/N

[\ [ ; . | = J DOVIAN DANCES.” -, !’_ﬂ__:.:"_,
o S i i | T =

",
& e
o

s

Cri©

‘.
BEFORE OUR LAST NUMBER, ST
CONGRATULATE THIS BAND,\.I'M,VERY

PROUD OF HOW HARD SE KIDS

(_\\HAVE WORKED THIS YEAR.
) '...—q\ N




—\m S0, SO BAD.
. ,/ \\\\ T'M SORRY.
‘II . = ___.-" v ", » _.-"-' W

. ; B o gt
\ o 7 yattl
< - Uy \\‘%1 - (
II 1 : ‘ » ; : F 3
s B A
L "—?"‘ || 'y
[ 1] ¢ o _.__r'
'S OKAY. . |
GOOD JOB. )
e . o
) P / - 1
R GREAT JOB I'M PROUD
=

)]
-
= TONIGHT. T'MREALLY OF YOU. AND YOUR
-5 4 _ PROUD OF You.

MOTHER IS TOO—RIGHT,

WORKING
NERVES, -~




IT WAS WONDERFUL,
HONEY. WE LOVED IT. - 1""-«.
e’ B &
*a2) <A Lan
\\:} “3 G .-
> s -
"".l—-“‘.\ - : -.2
" T ] - TI‘I
//
IF ONLY SHE HAD A TENTH

OF YOUR AMBITION. T HAVE TO
r"/:___f‘ \ PUSH HER TO DO EVERYTHING. WHERE'S DAD? ity

——

-
——
!

NICE JOB
TONIGHT, LUCY.
i ll-. !
I
]

&
#y

IDDNT
WANT HIM TO
AL EMBARRASS

v

§
1

IF HE WANTS TO
SEE YOU PERFORM, HE'LL
STAY SOBER FOR IT.

—
o



“CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE

'\ LHéCd\LATE

\
[AVA CAKE

LUCY! COME PLAY!

CAN'T. WE GOT OUR

MUSIC FOR OUR FINAL
CHAIR TEST TODAY.

WE HAVE A FEW
WEEKS TO PREPARE.

IT'S MY LAST CHANCE Td
FIRST CHAIR. MS. KELL S,
MORE CHALLEN(

178

YOU NEVER PLAY
WITH US ANYMORE.

I DON'T HAVE TIME.
IF I WANT TO MAKE
FIRST CHAIR—

FIRST) CHAI
GH. \T'S ALL
OU GARHE ABOUYT.

1AL

TT'S A BAND THING, OKAY?
NO! T HAVE WL UNDERSTAND IF YOU-
HOMEWORK TOO. . . . .y TAKE BAND NEXT YEAR
_H |31
I-' - = c ';‘?
III y, '\—//’?"r
I,I"jt \ A ~
iyt d | d
-~

J‘x\ A

HOMEWORK. TT:S ALWAYS FLUTE!

“FLUTE, FLUTE, FLYTE! | WHATEVER.

I DON'T EVEN LIKE
BASKETBALL!

GUESS T'LL
PRACTICING.

179 I 3q




- —l-—'_'_'-ﬂ-_-x‘-‘-'—'—-—

CAN I
B%ROW YOUR
CLOCK RADIO?

. E‘J — ‘L ﬁ;‘
M e — .
, - - NO. WHAT IS IT WITH
T1LL-SHOW ELIZASETH T ¥ARE
¢ ABOUT MORE ThaAN FLATE, \ YOU AND MY RADIO?

Lo . il T L

MINE IS BROKEN. |

"rﬂ_'-\.
'161*.}

PLEASE? i — THANK YOU. THE NOISE

WAS KILLING MY HEAD.

BETAUSE YOU TOOK IT
APART. T'LL HELP WITH IT
LATER. I'M BUSY NOW.

i i | ] ‘17

“NEV “TODAY-FOR THE LAST
— — CHAIR TEST—MY LAST CHANCE TO

J/é“f"—ﬁ_“'ﬁl
' WHAT IS THAT>

180 _ R 2 [ -:-i j
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g -
% LIAM! WHAT'RE YOU J I TOLD HIM-NOT-FO—
WW PLAY WITH MY RADIO!

-HE'S NOT

I & o .< /
=

f’




____BEEPBEEPBEEPBEEPBEERBEEPBEEPBEERBEEPBEEP——

{{5&?666??36‘6? RECPREEP Tg{ |




CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR '
OTEL UFE ™

QLU

MP THUMP
HUMP!

/
(

N,

\_, -

—1 NHorel Wrg

IN FINANCIAL NEWS,
THE STOCK MARKET

PLUNGED YESTERDAY ...

CLANG! CLANG!
RATTLE!

.

WHAT ARE YOU DOING?
YOU CAN'T EVEN PLAY YET.

— ‘f“ﬁ.
) Ea\
=

- REYOU"W
CRAZY THIS YEAR. YOU'R
OBSESSED WITH FLUTE.

’-j ff?'{_._ i ﬂj

G ABOUT IT.
NLY I WAS CHAIR, MAYBE-,
INGS WOULDN'T SEEM SO AWF

- : =
T EVERYONE -
| E THAT, OKAY?

OURE RIGAT: BAND IS PRETTY
COOL TOO. SOMETIMES,

{ sORRY, BUD. WE ONLY
HAVE CEREAL.

(L INGS WILL BE BACK TO
OF CEREAL. - NORMAL SOON, I PROMISE. WE'LL
BE HOME BEFORE YOU KNOW IT.

187 1 RE




-

E DIDN'T 0O IT
ON PURPOSE!

)

)

S

=

YEAH. MOM’ )
THOUGH. HE'S WHY

WHY'D YOU HAVE TO
GET BURNED?

IF YOU HADN'T TAKEN
APART MY RADIO—

ONCE HE'S OUT'OF T
HOUSE, WE'LL GO HOM
IMISS

DAD. -

LUCY! I NEED TO GO!

188

-

AND DAD TOO,
3 SOBER DAD, AT LEAST.

F-.J

|

WHY CANT I HAVE
A NORMAL LIFE?




LUCY! I THOUGHT YOU
GOING-TO TALK TO
'OUR MATH TEACHER AGAIN.
'OU'VE GOT A FIFTY-FOU

I. R 'l-ﬁ{rL : -_lE_
ARSI ‘ ;

LUCE, THIS ISN'T OKAY. WE DIDN'T
* SEND YOU TO ARTS SCHOOL TO

YOUR S : FAIL SEVENTH GRADE.
TANKEDTOO. T THOUGHT YO ;
i Fa
FINISHE . l:\ ¥ i
L]

—,

DIDN'T YOUR TEACHERS
GIVE YOU AN EXTENSION?

/ ALL#YOU DO IS PRACTICE."YOU THEY DID, B !P THERE'S ~
HA! MAKE TIME FOR R THIS NEW WORK
- 0. - TOO. 1 P.

190 | a8

WE WERE WORRIED WINDLEY
MIGHT BE TOO HARD. MAYBE
YOU SHOULD GO BACK TO EAST.

YOU DID WELL THERE.

e
0.z

g ek

| [ "x- I

- ik i_*-..

¥l

\

73@}'}%@”&%?&7&{%& } BaNG BANG
. e W

-

— ¥

I DONT CARE ABOUT EA
WANT FIRST CHAIR AT WINI

e e —

—‘j;'Nm'TET-I WE BOTH KNOW_ﬁ-I'A' L / ] ll' T,
2 e o -.gcf_ e

——

P
\-—\/J LISTEN TO \1 /

YOURSELF! IT'S
NOT HEALTHY! \f&
GET THESE GRADES UP OR
YOU'RE LEAVING WINDLEY.

191 - _HL? o hg-ul




r
= Lucy? IT's @o —
. PACK UP._I NEED TO'UNLOCK

- ~~THE BAND ROOM. ~, |
iy L jkﬂ‘f—:_;: *(r} i)
I'

“&j‘?} - l( kv’/;;;,z:zzf‘; \
e B =l

I"'SURE‘Y’OU REHERE = e
EARLY TODAY. CATCHING UP IS IMPORTANT,
I HAVE MAKEUP WORK IN BUT YOU ALSO NEED TIME
A LOT OF MY CLASSES. TO REST AND HEAL.
/
G I KNOW. I AM.
HOW ARE YOU
DOING’

‘[H IN HERE?

B—, \T LEAST YOU DON'T

[ —_—

I'M OKAY. I MISS
PLAYING. OF co& 15071
DON'T WORRY ABOUT

THE CHAIR TEST

E— -_I'LL BET. _:-:'
192 .ﬂ':l
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NOT WORRY ABOUT IT? HOW?

i HAVE YOU TALKED WITH
IT’'S MY LAST CHANCE TO BEAT TOLLI. 8 DR. JONES ABO Y THIS? AND THAT'S
AND WHAT ABOUT SOLOS? AND IF I DON' — -1 ) THE TRUT ey
PLAY WELL I'LL DEFINITELY LOSE MY SEAT e : ! :
TO JESSIE OR— VEAH. \
.
Lucy! = 9
/
4
- -
& )
_-WORK ON HEALING-THAT ARM. DON'T COMPARE YOURSELF TO Al
YOU DON'T HAVE TO TAKE THE TEST. OTHERS. YOU CAN ONLY __35-1"]:1 |
“~I'M NOT GOING TO PENALIZE CAN BE.
“YOU FOR-ANHNJURY. T B :

s

oy J A
@ | *\ A

" il

{ 1 ____,_,5.-‘5,_,5 SAID THAT EVENIF | | TIME TO PACK UP. T NEED
X TWAS LAST CHAR, ISTILL /- TO LET IN THE HORDE.
\/ |' I|- [ = “-___BELONGED HERE~ —

“BUT THEN CAN"’I' VE UP e
TS UST SO UNFAI TOLLI BUT HOW CAN S

=" GETS LESSONS AN : . { IF I HAD A NICKEL FOR EVERY
~ . ExpENSIVE R FLUT I t;'c; A}\'I;Iéﬂl'_l l\;\g-_lrEN My - “._TALENTED KID WHO WORRIED TH—EZ_/_‘/]
B T . .=TWEREN'T GOOD ENOUGH ...
——— = ——— N . !
#“AND I CAN'T PLAY AT #4("  AND MY GRADES ! AND MAYBE I 'i_ % .n'}
_ALLRIGHTNOW ... & "~ A s SHOULDN'T HAVE y =T,
}__;._-_.q;:- 3 - COME TO WINDLEY. “‘:-;1 YEAH?
/,.-—\.-f '-""'_l}'t ¥ |
..-"""r II — ~ J
5 P
I'D BE A VERY
/ l 1 RICH WOMAN.
—
\ |

, I1L 86T NONE
\ THEM HAD

4 Il\ I||| MY LIFE,

/ ~J ol
194 [
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__CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE | -"./Ea's'rmf\\_/ﬁc;;_\a;sl_'i' =K _W&f
— 2 | __AND GIRLS' TRACK!
\ =L AT A ; N

| e o0 3o o8 | g o,
| L J@oc ¢ _ A
e
"

\ v

U

et = -
C;;L_% 12 \
| _ = P}ﬁ '-. iﬁﬁ el YW _
.G@rﬁ_ﬁﬁ’i I hl P fﬁh' @h} (7\/_5) p ﬁ (
:‘ . SURPRISED HER MOM~ | ) '
l_ ’ |

_:| ET HER DO SOMETHING

4 i ES MU
 MALIA LOOKS LKE'SHE . - o
H T(—;§B Nqé; OUTFHERE: - .
¢ | \ H'r’- £ :E'“ P \d
. j =) ' & - e T

T
W | ) =D \\\
20 [ ARy

. LCAN'T WAIT TO
IN MARCHING BAND!

T -




o — —

" ICANT BELIEVE THEY MADE USMiss || YOU DIDN'T HAVE TO JUMP * SHE WOULDN'T BE MAD, —— YOU WOULDN'T -
FOR A STUPID PEP RALLY. | AROUND FOR AN HOUR. BUT I STILL CAN'T QUIT. UNDERSTAND. ; WHY WOULDN'T
_,/" ,f UNDERSTAND? >

L‘LJ“"__}_ Y7 e /
) - £ . - :_-i:x_‘\ |

THOUGHT IT

IT DOESN'T TE
IDONT W, OT
HER, THAT'S ALL.

WHEN ARE YOU GOING .
TO TELL GRANDMA JO 1

' IT'S JUST CHEERLEADING.
O Gy HEERNG? | SHE'S NOT GOING TO CRY.

SHE MIGHT. SHE‘SEWS
CHEERLEADING COSTUME

I
OKAY, SHE LIKES C LEAéfNé

NOT REALLY. BUT SHE DOESN'T WANT YOU TO
GRANDMA JO’S SO NICE. ! MISERABLE. TELL HER THE TRUT
SHE NEVER GETS MAD.
198 ) 199 -



SEE? THIS IS WHAT

THAT WAY YOU WON'T HAVE TO I MEAN. YOU DON'T

SEE HER GET UPSET. i
— ) ?I
/R 4

LAN

Vo 1
| /’”\’%"; —

\

3y

WHAT ARE YOU
TALKING ABOUT?
ey "_1\ NOTHING.
W
. ; I
/ [ I'\ :
TELL ME. - / L -

Ml ;

"—\-..__=.--"

RE USED TO YOUR
FAMILYIFIGHTING AND BEING
SERFUP. YOU EVEN LAUGH
AB@UT IT WITH FRIENDS.

SO THAT'S i
NOT NORMAL! b3 % =1

el
IMNOT K\J
W

NORMAL?

200

" NO! THAT'S WHY YOU DON'F' o | T | 721 ) —
"“~UNDERSTAND. I CAN'T-MAKE ““NOT NORMAL TO LIVE
GRANDM, /" SHE CRIE IN :

AR ey
AN

" YOU'RE NOT NORMAL : ]/ WERE HOpE |
/" EITHER. YOURE AFRAID Now! | |
!

TALK TO'YOUR GRANDM

e — e —

OR TO HAVE YOUR
DAD IN HIS UNDERWEAR

ATYOUR BIR 'D'ﬁ‘!-:‘ S
Qe

S

KT

NITH FIRST CHAIR. ALL YOU |

,N gl — |
J ra'"-_:‘;m x_ -I'".*I

II - & o —— -
EITHER IS BEING OBSESSED | — =)

|
¥
NEITHER IS HIDING YOUR | |
(’%EM .r_"‘-x\ GASP!
DEF! 1






b
P ™ CAN I HAVE A LITTLE .;F_.—._‘-

-~ LONGER? I'VE HAD TO _
i SPEND ALL MY TIME AT .
Femy = HOME ON-MATH. \1 /
"‘ll _..-":: i ) ||-I e _' b |
b B — % '“"l i
] L |
\'/ !'l A |1
L .-""“"-. il i I ""-,
5 W |
o .-""-
\ ¢ |
1 ‘.'
T HATE TO TELL A
LUNCH V! STUDENT TO STOP
— ——— - T 7, BUT

NLY FIFTEEN MORE MINUTES.
JUST A LITTLE MAKE S OU EAT
LONGER? OMET BEFORE YOUR
T NEXT CLASS.
. "I:- "_ L f:’x. '- vy 3
Bt .

o 1 i

.FI"

§ oM

I ] -
Sa O B A
IF THE PLAY| %ﬁ;‘l AN i
IS CAUSING TO@*MUC s | |
'STRESS, MAYBE YOU U
~SHOULDN'T TAKE IT. Lt 1.

.t IT'S NOT, T PROMISE.
I JUST NEED A L/ITTLE

s EXTRA TIME. : _E"- il

I WILL!
THANK YOU!

Ao

14-'_"'(_/__ i
IT’S NO USE.

T'LL NEVER BEAT HER.

Y

A N
NN
\ AH }




I T ON
MY LIFE TO GO
ONE THING.

o

206

204

I WAS JUST HERE. I DON'T
KNOW WHAT HAPRENED.
( GY -
] -'

\?\t f
yh

IF SHE COULDN'T PRACTICE,
\/IT WOULD FINALLY BE FAIR.
I HAVEN'T BEEN ABLE TO
PRACTICE FOR WEEKS.

207 1~



| WHAT ARE YOUDONG?
.\ I THOUGHT-YOU WERE
L pracTioNG:

5

=

E | b=
A\ | R

AN

P

f _*.__\ 5 FU |

e
h

]

=Ts i. - .f_h“. :'[":_

‘T WAS! WHAT ARE

YOU DOING?
|
. kY
=y
D,

COMING TO GET YOU.
I KNEW YOU'D MISS RECESS
AGAIN, BUT AREN'T YOU AT LEAST
COMING TO LUNCH?

COME ON!

A

ILL MEETYOU
OVER THERE. -

YOU'VE BEEN ACTING
REALLY WEIRD LATELY. WHATEVER!

SEE Y1)U THERE.

JUST NERVOUS
ABOUT MONDAY. o

7N

ﬂ'.ll:-'[_-"-l' I"II

A

I HAVE TO DO THIS. THERE'S
NO OTHER WAY I CAN BEAT
HER. IT MAKES IT FAIR. ;

— e

WELL MAYBE ——
NOT FAIR.

MORE LIKE EVEN.
EVEN STEVEN.




CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN

ﬁINAL CHAIR TEST
@

&

T o
§ X ! .l.
y o i (
g j
" WHAT DID SHE SAY? DO YOU . NO, BUT_.I THINK I'M GOING
STILL HAVE TO AUDITION? TO TRY ANYWA SHE WAS
| i = REALLY NICE UT IT.
" I
. ”
{ f o

2063 B

WHERE'S TOLLI? HOUGHT I sAW HE GO
INTO MS. KELL'S OFFICE:

I HEARD SHE LOST HER
AUDITION MUsIC.

', =
."'r-_ {7'\!'_::-. F{“
= -"I"'I A\ f"‘:-i'- e
[

uf’"

i Y
i
N,
1
NEELA'SAID To'I,L CRI }1 |I
ALL E END. vod.(THl K
HE'S OKAY? e S R s




CE, LUCY. . —————e

VERY NI .

THATEX Bﬁ« RACTICEAT ~~

LUNCH REALLY, OFF. ==
iz ,aj ! f\fq)

&-hh__.__f
(g
(R )

N
i l/"‘ LMI AEAND_B_YME,AZA%EY Ce;:m '
| & ' i\: iy wn?us U DOWN AT ALL
= || ]
\08 '*Jr :) \
K .kgj_, s HH"\ ;
A .

213 1]




YOU CAN PACK UP NOW. - g ——
T'LL ANNOUNCE THE RESULTS
TOMORROW ALONG WITH

THE SOLOS. o
Loy
i A

Ve -

—————
I GUESS THAT DIDN'T |
GO LIKE YOU PLANNED. .I-J“'iI

%

TUPID FLUTE! g‘
\jhs’

24 215 N3




I DON'T KNOW WHAT
YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT.

YOU'RE ALWAYS FIRST
CHAR. IT DOESN'T MATTER
WHAT I DO.

I DESERVE IT!
I PRACTICE REALLY HARD.

o

BE FIRST CHAIR.

L)

A
rf'w

N
X

ARD ENOUGH.
OR ELSE YOU'D ALWAYS

,;—;:J" |
NANY |

s |

HATEVER. I PROBABLY WON'T
EVEN BE HERE NEXT YEAR. I'LL BET

216

e = THAT MAKES YOU HAPPY,

L e |

DID YOU TAKE MY MUSIC?
NEELA SAID YOU WERE PRACTICING DURING
LUNCH AND RECESS ON FRIDAY.

LESSONS AND HAVE' ALL THOSE FLUTES
AND YOUR MOM IS FAMOUS AND .

I JUST WANTED
THINGS TO BE FAR. /!

LUCY . .. THAT'S, IIE, '
ACTUALLY HORRIBL
C STEALING? HOW IS T IR?

= e o
S, PRACTICE TIME
R e L : h,l,g.s‘iuuax HAD-TO.

& :' -
)
THAT'S SO - r""'—?
WRONG! .y,
TR f
3 A ;
W (A '
ey
i VA
£l g |
y _ i
I GUESS T'M Luc% \
YOU DIDN'T BURN
Noml
217 | ;5




SHE'LL GET ME KICKED
OUT OF BAND!

OU CAN'T TELL
| y
FINE. BE THAT WA
2N
o 5 - ..II. =
r 1
e iy

#
Y.

- Yie




CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT

CAUGHT

LUCY? TOLLI? ?"
... HEARD... I NEED TO SPEAK WITH
YOU IN MY OFFICE.

- ﬁA& @f\? ]

OOOOOCH! LUCY’S IN TROOOOUBLE!
"”\ 4..-- TEE HEE HEE!

X ﬂ A
Hm 75 )

f'/—\j YOU WANT 10 6‘{%}
(— [J_r JOIN T%f |-

kL\ C—J NO, MA'AM! Y\ |l ‘,-"la'l
W S 2

{{ @ MURMUR UH oHl | HEE HEE!
S, @ m

THAT’S NOT GOOD.

220

TOLLI, YOU SAID YOU
LOST YOUR MUSIC . '/d:""

o 2 (%’%ﬂz N

‘T JUST HAD A DISTURBING
CALL FROM TOLLI'S MOTHER.

1) 'll-:l
( a, F ) =
. ... BUT YOUR MOM SAYS

/“l THAT IT WAS STOLEN.

X
N

L.

221 ﬂﬁ



IT WAS ME. SPEAK UP? I DIDN'T
QUITE HEAR THAT,
---'-'_ - -
r i
, -

= -
\ 1 \1
IDIDIT.IT M
I'M SORRY, I

I THINK THERE'S MORE
TO IT THAN THAT.

THANK YOU, TOLLI.
YOU CAN GO.

WHEhl}];SAW TOLLI'S MUSIC, |
I TOOK IF¥. I THOUGHT IT MIGHT
GIVE ME A CHANCE.

(

A CHANCE AT WHAT?

AT F»llgh.y WINNING
FIRST CHAIR.

o BUT I MESSED
L EVERYTHING UP!

T'VE TAUGHT BAND FOR TWENTY-ONE YEARS.
NEVER, IN ALL THAT TIME, HAS A STUDENT
TRIED TO SABOTAGE ANOTHER STUDENT.

BECAUSE I CAN'T
BEAT HER.

MY GRADES
ARE HORRIBLE,

~)

MY FRIENDS
HATE ME,

AND NOW You
HATE ME.

222

ddo

223
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E -
4 T
r s =

T DONT HATE YOU. I CARE
ABOUT YOU. WHAT'S GOING ON?

I HAVE LUCY CARVER HERE.
¥

Pl )

-,ml; \J/{J
¢ Bide)
AT &

¥

e

I'D LIKE*YOU-TO TALK TO

DR. JONES AGAIN.

('

o

—

YES. I HEARD FROM
MS. FERGENFERGER AS WELL.
OKAY. THANKS.

“SHE SAYS TO COME NOW,
DON'T WORRY ABOUT THE BUS.
SHE'S ALREADY CALLED 1
YOUR PARENTSI{ ,-"r —
=i

IT'S NOT TOO LATE.
DR. JONES CAN HELP.
LET'S GO SEE HER.

=3 ~ _‘*;
DON'T WORRY ABOUT |r == "'l i'r I'H"ll | B
' & \

THAT RIGHT NOW. LET'S SEE IF
JONES IS IN HER OFFIC

225 .:l 13
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YOU HAVEN'T

* CHAPTER TWERNTY-NINE £ [ —— " TOLD THEM?
1
I DIDN'T WANT TO
DR JONES (PART “) DISTRACT YOU. YOU ~
WERE FAILING MATH. x\.‘
o g - : |’
I'M GLAD YOU CALLED THE BURN WAS AN ACCIDENT, O
A MEETING. I MEANT TO CALL TO Pl acde oty
EXPLAIN WHAT HAPPENED. ADEQUATE SUPERVISION NOW.
HAPPENED? @ '
- .
il []’ y

YOU SAID ALL |
YOUR MAKEUP
WORK WAS IN.

IT WAS.

THERE WASN'T ANYTHING I COULD
DO TO STOP IT, CAROLINE. HOW MANY
TIMES DO I HAVE TO TELL YOU?

BUT THEN I FAILED
THIS RETAKE. . ..

| THIS IS YOUR FAULT!

| IF I'D BEEN AROUND—

:- |

1:? " IF YoUD BEEN h\? / % |
_.- i .-"llr

YOU'RE GETTING A 37' I
DIVORCE? SINCE WHEN?

-F—r— ————

r"’_“‘x

1y
-. ]
a4

o

AROUND, YOU'D HAVE
| BEEN DRUNK—
I \\
(o
L)

\
By

%.::‘-‘1 H/,:J\l g mhi 7
' | 1 ‘ gﬁ: |

'I‘"Hq‘ N Eer 1) _Hl_ == S - —

226 ﬂﬂ{{ 227 .1.2_5
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i e
- BEFORE YOU sAY s
| %y ANYTHING, I'D LIKE TO HEAR

'-,II. ) 5 MORE FROM LUCY.

MR. CARVER!

| {.:.: ‘i _I 4} L
MS. CARVER! e e o
SIT DOWN! f“-: 7 %

o
b
6
_J
51

Y '_. .
\'“"'-—-—-_._._-—-"") ' Ay ) . WHY?

© WERENOT HERE BECAUSE T GIVESUSABETTER —
OF THE BURN. BUT THANK YOU FOR PICTURE OF WHAT'S BEEN . WHAT WERE
THAT INFORMATION. GOING ON WITH LUCY. F\’% | YOU THINKING IN
— : o THAT MOMENT?

MY CHAIR TEST.
— p—

g e . M
== = f —EL Aa\mﬁysoﬁg%ﬁw T'VE WONDERED ABOUT THAT SINCE
LUCY, CANYOU .+ wiy- PR HAVE 10 TAKE [T, s WE TALKED. WHY DO YOU WANT TO
TELL US WHAT M.:’ %,‘. ; L o A, BE FIRST CHAIR?
HAPPENED? FROM g (=)
. YOURPONTOF | . —— ¢5 205
VIEW? . W |

-/1.-5

/) illL TOLE TOLLI'S (
] USIC AND THREW IT WA
IT AWAY. . LAST CHANCE TO B
FIRST CHAR. .

— e .
298 )l 229 443




OF COURSE SHE WANTS FIRST CHAIR!
BAND IS TOO COMPETITIVE HERE.

= ~. SHE PRACTICES
NIGHT AND DAY.

AND THE ACADEMICS
ARE TOO HARD. LUCY HAS
NEVER BEEN THE BEST

STUDENT.
- .‘?-. .
] - b
) E‘w ) “i;\ |'f A ';;I'
e\ u ur ] 'fﬂ,f
AGREED. LUCY NEVER-HAD | .
PROBLEMS A EAST ) ( P&Y_V.NSJ:E s\
LEAVING THIS 'SCHOOL e o Al ey
WE REALLY NEED TO
FOR GOOD. HEAR FROM LUCY. SAY?TgﬂEg/%yANT

Fir g | .

{1 | "l
\ LR
- £y
II d T i
— hy
= Wy
l‘ I DON'T KNOW. WINDLEY
EAST W, A‘:MU# /S A LOT HARDER THAN
BETTER FIT. | EAST, BUT . ..
.. BUT EXCEPT _BAND IS AMAZING.

FOR MATH AND TOLLI,
I LOVE IT HERE.

=
-

7 A\

"-':ki"* j.l

I'VE MADE REALL
GOOD FRIENDS.
ANDBAND IS . ..

"I CAN'T IMAGINE
LEAVING.

AND WE CAN'T
IMAGINE YOU
LEAVING.

230

2ab

- = !
LET'S TALK A BIT ABOUT TOLLI.
ARE YOU MAD AT HER?

& B
T ./ 4\ \
\%\' e e |

J

Y

, I HATE HER, BUT I DON'T.
I JUST WANT FIRST CHAIR.
o x]* /
|
WHAT MAKES FIRST |
CHAIR SO SPECIAL?
=
"-.. "
-—-—V-"'"""-a‘__,_._‘\ I"- = 5 I
e — -
i |
::I' . WELL
I.____._._—— o JI i
= s |
I JUST REALLY LF'?' ¥ e
MISS IT. Fa :QS
|i= ]
T
! r
E: - o S
LR g kY Ay
YOU WERE FIRST [
CHAIR BEFORE? -
ALL LAST YEAR. v
¥ A
23l J' d




 YOUMSS FRST CHAR < —

BECAUSE YOU MISS YOUR JUST ... % I
OLD SCHOOL? WHAT7
A T N\
r e --,|| I»"'f‘-'- | i P B i
LY ! o
'-,q___ AL \ (___ \ r
y g BT
k‘_ H""‘ £ e 1.
q, | |
NO. I DOQ l
EAST IT's JusT
THINGS WERE
BETTER LAST YEAR. r—-" II-
I WAS | {
FIRST CHAIR. -‘H"' |
B —
1
DAD HAD A JOB. [
]
THEY DIDN'T FIGHT SO
THEY WERE

PROUD OF ME.

i Rl

f 3 WE DIDN'T
] - UNDERSTAND.  I'M SO SORRY,

.{ﬁ ' HONEY.
"-.

A

/

'\}
T

a—

T

232 235

CAN I STAY AT
WINDLEY?
I KNOW THE MATH
IS REALLY HARD,
BUT I'M PASSING
NOW.

I DON'T WANT TO

WITH. SO MANY CHANGES
HAPPENING AT HOME, I CAN'T
IMAGINE ASKING LUCY TO

CHANGE SCHOOLS
RIGHT NOW. /"'_

e |

WEII'CAN FIND HER

GO TO EAST. A MATH TUTOR.
= . —
OF COURSE NOT. NOW THAT’S SETTLED,
WE NEED TO TALK
YOU CAN STAY,
HONEY. ABOUT TOLLI.

DEFINITELY.

WHATEVER YOU NEED.

| ILL-I HAVE TO CHANGE
KS? LEAVE BAND?

3

——— ———

WELL ... TOLLI /S STILL
FIRST CHAR . ..

SHE PLAYED |
MEMORY! AND WAS

&

. SHE CRIED ALL WEEKEND
EFORE THE CHAIR TEST.

(. r%; {

s

S J-f?w /

I IAE ] ) : I FEEL REALL)T BAD
e A7

W ot B



—
““T1L DO WHATEVER Y/
WANT. CLEAN CUBBIES? -
SCRAPE THE RISERS? Fe3n
-
] [

YES, ITHINK MA(I;;I-&% AMENDS IS
H AN YOU

9 . HERE. HOW_CA
s RIGHT WITH TOELI?
—— — i
I COULD SAY I'M SORRY. -
MAYBE . .. WRITE A NOTE \II
TO EXPLAIN? » e
- . AT SOUNDS LIKE
( H'I -’/ GOOD START.
- )
LI # "*‘.} -
- 5
& (N
\

LUCY: G STEl
© S TO/MAKE THINGS RIGHT
= \WITH.JOLLI, BUT NOW THE
7 A BALL :
' LUCY NEEDS MORE

\. |
H S| . I'D LIKE TO REFER_ .
\: .Ililllﬂ"'“ 4? WFAMILY THERAPISE""
w

'-;

ey

DM WHATEVER LUCY
; NEEDS.
234

=

=1

YOU REMEMBER YOUR'ASSIGNMENT?

I:““ e,

ITE TO TOLLI, MEET ¥

9 WITH YOU TUESDAY, (/"
|| MATH TUTOR ON L LS
WEDNESDAY. F

234

W )
1 1
! |
IElk/ER’YONE STILL
HATES ME. EVEN MY
BEST FRIEND MALIA.

e
T, e
i 5 -,
ILL BET THEY | ; f;" ) LR
s T'LL TRY. y STILL MAD
DONT HATE YOU. (| 3 P 'ty NEXTWEEK,
= |\ WE'LL TALK
OVER SOME

TRY TALKING TO ey ! ;
THEM. hx:/ d I E{:
- ]
e

235
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1 veally, veally wantey

Do YoU hate we?

\ ﬁ?—"ﬁ}:
CIAN f/'é“:-*"ff \ | I' f; }'/:;" rf{h_ '
N THE ENTIRE WORLD il A= \ ﬁ}"’? 2 8
and Nee|q g lucky to e Your Criend. 'l| 3 g L —1
Sowy aﬁain, ] /
< Coey '

\ ) .'I .':.
o — . T ]
L| lrr",:.‘. ."I'-L k | f |
i e UL e
1 r._.—- I'
PPS: These ave Chocolate vasebe vy e ' "‘T
No SU3av, and only E . 5 X
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Jour cecve™ oloovt -

PPS. T Wi\ eeg

o . - orever




NEED SOME
HELP? OKAY.

TO SAY I'M SORRY TO
MY FRIENDS.

THEN MAYBE
I SHOULD BAKE
YOU A CAKE.

MAYBE A
HUNDRED CAKES.
[ @1&74 WE'RE GONNA
o s NEED MORE

FLOUR.
O o S
2492 1

I DIDN'T REALIZE HOW HARD
ALL THIS HAS BEEN FOR YOU.
I SHOULD HAVE NOTICED.

— ——

IT'S NOT GOING TO
PERFECT AROUND HERE,

I'M SO SQRRY.

I PROMISE _."FH'*

YOU THAT.

nA




YAY!

CHERRY PIE!

CHAPTER THIRTY-ONE

DADS PLACE
/-’

-

| e, 1 o

/ZA@ -

Q

|ll

C ‘"1}
\ EfL

YOU ALL LOOK

< TALLER.
e

YOU'RE NOT IN HIGH /
HEELS, ARE YOU? -

244 Tan
Bl -

:) Q,,

HOW'S BAND?
WHAT TIME?
GOOD. OUR i
LAST CONCERT IS ™
THURSDAY NIGHT.

LEAVE WORK EARLY BUT ¥
T'LL TRY TO MAKE IT. =
---_-—-.- =
DAD! THAT'S
AWESOME! b
DO YOU GET
FREE PIZZA?
I\
B
( g

I NEED TALK-TO YOUR
R. LAPTOP'S IN"THE

DROOM NETFLI S
TO "

WATCH A MOVIE.

245 3[1 3




HOW’'S SCHOOL BEEN? HAS

TOLLI FORGIVEN YOU? SHE DID. MALIA TOO. MY

MATH TUTOR IS HELPING A
LOT. SO IS DR. JONES.

| THINGS ARE ™
{ 5. o BETTER NOW.
e

¥ -";?:_“\ i |
2

~ e

\
LA N

S W

WINDLEY IS A TOUGH SCHOOL,
BUT WE SHOULD HAVE HELPED YOU,
NOT MADE THINGS HARDER.

I'M SO SORRY
ABOUT ALL OF THAT.

",.-'"._ - _"‘-..._ -
OH! THAT REMINDS ME. 4 |
YOUR MOM AND T HAVE BEEN J { P
TALKING ABOUT NEXT YEAR. g i

: WE'RE NOT
£ TAKING YOU OUT.

/AN
WHEW! }

246 2."111

NOW THAT I'M WORKING FULL TIME,
WE HAVE A LITTLE MORE MONEY. NOT
A LOT, BUT A LITTLE.

YEAH?

I THINK YOU SHOULD
START PRIVATE LESSONS

OVER THE SUMMER. 9)]

| i
- Fa
RN """:’_.f NO, FOR -
;/—( TAMBOURINE.

" i L rid Y
E T

L 2 A

YES, FLUTE! YOU'RE

GOING TO BE THE NEXT

TAN ANDERSON, RIGHT? LOSE YOUR JOB? If

. GETTOO...

WHAT HAPPENS IF Y

f

‘-‘--—

-

—
éf 2\

)

247
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2
~ " BETWEEN THIS CONVERSATION

AND OUR FAMILY THERAPY, I FEEL

I'M SORRY YOU HAVE TO
LIKE ALL I DO I:% APOLOGIZE.

WORRY ABOUT THAT.

SO'... MY CONCERT?
ARE YOU REALLY GOING
TO COME?2—

ME TOO. ﬁ
L1
- L -
k]

STAYING-SOBERS-HARD.
REALLY HARD. I MIGHT
== MESSUP AGAN. = _‘1.1
!
s 4
L A\l

é i e /

—

BUT YOU'RE DOING
BETTER, RIGHT?

I TAKE IT ONE DAY
AT A TINE.

Lo o) &
MLY%

IDID TRY LAST TIME,

I REALLY DID.

248 RE?L

DAD. I KNOW.
I LOVE YOu.

I LOVE YOU TOO, LUCE.
I PROMISE TO TRY.

249

R YOU.

P -
43
e



CHAPTER THIRTY-TWo ' s —_— 1

ﬂOF YEAR CoNCERT

rﬂ%ﬁ“mﬂﬂ'ms i DUy ol




_—

GOOD LUCK TONIGHT! THANKS! T'LL TRY.

GOOD LuCK
TO YOu, TOO! ¢

(

252

WELCOME TO THE WINDLEY SCHOOL

OF THE ARTS END OF YEAR CONCERT!"

FIRST UP FOR.YOUR LISTENING PLEASURE
IS OUR SEVENTH.GRADE BAND,

=¥

g
—

WELCOME,
SEVENTH GRADER!

S|




"\-\.

SHUFFLE! SHUFFLE' { ilh SHUFFLE! SHUFFLE!
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