LEGENDS OF
PRO WHESTLING

IS0 YEAKS OF HEADLGCGYS, B8ODY SLAYS,
AND PILEDRIVERS

Tim Hornbaker
FOREWORD BY Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka

=

SPORILS
PUBLISEIING



TABLE GF COUNTENTS

Foreword

The Pioneers Blaze a Trail
Pro Debut Between 1850 and 1920
Americus

Beell, Fred

Bothner, George
Caddock, Earl

Cutler, Charles
Demetral, William
Eklund, Clarence
Farmer Burns

Gardini, Renato

Gotch, Frank

Great Gama, The
Grobmier, Fred
Hackenschmidt, George
Jenkins, Tom

Kallio, Gus

Karasick, Al

Ketonen, Waino

Lewis, Ed “Strangler”
Londos, Jim

Malcewicz, Joe

Man Mountain Dean
McLaughlin, Colonel James
McLeod, Dan
McMahon, John
Mondt, Joe “Toots”
Muldoon, William
Nichols, Hugh
Ordemann, Henry
Pendleton, Nat

Pesek, John

Plestina, Marin

Pojello, Karl

Reynolds, Jack

X

© W 3 & v B

10

12
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
23
25
26

28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

II.

Riley, Billy
Roeber, Ernest
Roller, Dr. B.F.
Santel, Ad
Sherry, Jack
Shikat, Dick
Stecher, Joe
Steele, Ray
Steinke, Hans
Taylor, Jack
Thye, Ted
Westergaard, Jess
Zbyszko, Stanislaus
Zbyszko, Wladek

Gimmicks and Ingenuity Rekindle
Wrestling’s Popularity
Pro Debut Between 1921 and 1950
Assirati, Bert

Atkins, Fred

Baba, Ali

Barend, Johnny

Bastien, Red

Becker, George

Berry, Red

Blassie, Fred

Blears, Lord James

Blue Demon, The
Boesch, Paul

Bollas, George

Brazil, Bobo

Brown, Orville
Browning, Jim

Bruns, Bobby

Bull Curry

Burke, Mildred

Byers, June

39
40
41
42
43
44
45
47
48
49
50
51
52
53

54

55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
75




Carnera, Primo
Casey, Steve
Clancy, Mike
Claybourne, Jack
Coleman, Abe
Costello, Al
Crusher, The
Cyclone Anaya
Darnell, Billy
DeGlane, Henri
Detton, Dean
DiBiase, Mike
Dizzy Davis
Dunn, Roy
Dusek, Ernie
Dusek, Rudy
Eagle, Don
Eckert, Ray

El Santo
Etchison, Ronnie
Fabulous Moolah, The
Fischer, Charlie
Fuller, Buddy
Funk, Dory Sr.
Gagne, Verne
Garibaldi, Gino
Garibaldi, Leo
Geigel, Bob
George, Ed Don
Goelz, Billy
Gorgeous George
Graham, Eddie
Guerrero, Gory
Gunkel, Ray
Gustafson, Cliff
Gypsy Joe

Hart, Stu
Heffernan, Roy
Johnson, Tor
Jonathan, Don Leo
Jones, Paul
Keomuka, Duke
King Kong Czaja
Kovacs, Sandor

Kowalski, Wladek “Killer”

Kwariani, Kola

76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122

Layton, Lord Athol
Leone, “Baron” Michele
Levin, Dave

Little Beaver
Longson, Bill
Lopez, Vincent
Managoft, Bobby Jr.
Marshall, Everette
McClarty, Roy
McCready, Earl
McGuirk, Leroy
McMillen, Jim
McShain, Danny
Munn, Wayne
Myers, Sonny
Nagurski, Bronko
Nelson, Art
Nomellini, Leo
O’Connor, Pat
O’Mahoney, Danno
Orton, Bob Sr.
Palmer, Walter
Pazandak, Joe
Poffo, Angelo
Raborn, Billy
Robert, Yvon
Rocca, Antonino
Rogers, Buddy
Samara, Seelie
Savage, Leo
Savoldi, Angelo
Savoldi, Joe
Scarpa, Frank
Schmidt, Hans
Scott, George
Sexton, Frank
Sharkey, Babe
Sharpe, Ben
Sharpe, Mike
Sheik, The

Shire, Roy
Silverstein, Rufty
Sonnenberg, Gus
Stanlee, Gene
Steinborn, Milo
Stewart, Bobby

128
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
182
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169

LEGENDS OF PRO WRESTLING



III.

Stojack, Frank
Swedish Angel, The
Szabo, Sandor
Talaber, Frankie
Thesz, Lou

Tillet, Maurice
Torres, Enrique
Tragos, George
Valentine, Johnny
Varga, Billy
Villmer, Ray

Virag, Ed

Watson, Billy
Welch, Roy
Westenberg, Marvin
Wright, Rube
Wykoff, Lee

Young, Mae

Yukon Eric

Zaharias, George

Heroes and Villains Wage War
in the Sacred Territories
Pro Debut Between 1951 and 1975
Abdullah the Butcher
Adonis, Adrian

Afa

Anderson, Gene
Anderson, Ole

Andre the Giant

Arion, Spiros

Armstrong, Bob

Assassin, The

Atlas, Tony

Austin, Buddy

Ayoub, Wadi

Baba, Shohei

Backlund, Bob

Baker, Ox

Banner, Penny

Bearcat Wright

Big John Studd

Blackjack Lanza

Blackjack Mulligan
Blanchard, Tully
Bockwinkel, Nick

170
171
172
173
174
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190

191

192
193
194
195
196
197
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
2138
214

Bravo, Dino
Brisco, Jack
Brisco, Jerry
Brown, Bob
Bruiser Brody
Brunzell, Jim
Canek

Carpentier, Edouard
Choshu, Riki
Colon, Carlos
Curtis, Don
Cyclone Negro
DeNucci, Dominic
Destroyer, The
DiBiase, Ted

Dick the Bruiser
DiPaolo, Ilio
Dixon, Dory
Dundee, Bill
Dynamite Kid, The
Eadie, Bill

Ellis, Bob

Fargo, Jackie
Finlay, Dave

Flair, Ric
Fujinami, Tatsumi
Funk, Dory Jr.
Funk, Terry
Gagne, Greg
Garvin, Jimmy
Garvin, Ronnie
Gomez, Pepper
Gordy, Terry
Gorilla Monsoon
Gotch, Karl
Graham, Billy
Graham, Dr. Jerry
Graham, Luke
Guerrero, Chavo Sr.
Hamilton, Larry
Hansen, Stan

Hard Boiled Haggerty

Haystacks Calhoun
Hennig, Larry
Hercules Cortez
Hodge, Danny

215
216
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
233
234
2385
236
237
238
239
240
241
244
245
246
248
249
250
251
252
253
254
255
256
257
258
259
260
261
262
263
264
265




Hutton, Dick
Taukea, Curtis
Inoki, Antonio
Iron Sheik, The
Johnson, Rocky
Jones, Paul

Kai, Leilani
Keirn, Steve
Killer Karl Kox
Kiniski, Gene
Koloff, Ivan
Ladd, Ernie
Lawler, Jerry
Lewin, Mark
Lewis, Dale
Lindsay, Luther
Lothario, Jose
Lucas, Ken
Maivia, Chief Peter
Malenko, Boris
Mantell, Dutch
Martel, Rick
Mascaras, Mil
Matsuda, Hiro
McDaniel, Wahoo
Miller, Dr. Bill
Moose Cholak
Morales, Pedro
Mr. Fuji

Mr. Saito

Mr. Wrestling 11
Muraco, Don
Murdoch, Dick
Onita, Atsushi
Orton, Bob Jr.
Patera, Ken
Patterson, Pat
Piper, Roddy
Powers, Johnny
Race, Harley
Rhodes, Dusty
Rich, Tommy
Rikidozan
Roberts, Jake
Robinson, Billy
Romero, Ricky

266
267
268
269
270
271
272
273
274
275
276
277
278
279
280
281
282
283
284
285
286
287
288
289
290
291
292
293
294
295
296
297
298
299
300
301
302
303
304
305
307
309
310
311
312
313

IV.

Rougeau, Johnny
Royal, Nelson
Sammartino, Bruno
Savage, Randy

Sgt. Slaughter
Shibuya, Kinji

Sika

Slater, Dick

Snuka, Jimmy
Snyder, Wilbur
Spoiler, The

Starr, Ricki
Stasiak, Stan
Steamboat, Sam
Steele, George
Steinborn, Dick
Stevens, Ray
Sullivan, Kevin
Tanaka, Professor Toru
Tarzan Tyler
Thatcher, Les
Thomas, “Sailor” Art
Thornton, Les
Tiger Jeet Singh
Tolos, John
Tsuruta, Jumbo
Vachon, Maurice
Valentine, Greg
Valiant, Jimmy
Ventura, Jesse
Volkoff, Nikolai
Von Erich, Fritz
Von Erich, Waldo
Von Raschke, Baron
Wanz, Otto

Watts, Bill

Woods, Tim
Zbyszko, Larry

New Legends Are Born:

From Hulking Up to the G.T.S.
Pro Debut Between 1976 and Present

Abyss

Adams, Chris
Anderson, Arn
Angle, Rurt

314
315
316
318
320
321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329
330
331
332
333
334
385
336
337
338
339
340
341
342
348
344
345
346
347
348
349
350
351
352
353

354

355
356
357
358

LEGENDS OF PRO WRESTLING



Animal

Aries, Austin
Armstrong, Brad
Austin, Steve
Awesome Kong
Awesome, Mike
Bad News Allen
Bagwell, Marcus
Bam Bam Bigelow
Barrett, Wade
Batista

Benjamin, Shelton
Benoit, Chris

Big Bossman, The
Big Daddy Voodoo
Big Show, The
Booker T

Brother Devon
Bryan, Daniel
Bully Ray
Candido, Chris
Cena, John
Chono, Masa
Christian

CM Punk

Corino, Steve
Daniels, Christopher
Darsow, Barry
Del Rio, Alberto
Dinero, D’Angelo
Douglas, Shane
Dreamer, Tommy
Duggan, Jim
Eaton, Bobby
Edge

Foley, Mick
Gibson, Robert
Gilbert, Eddie
Goldberg, Bill
Guerrero, Chavo Jr.
Guerrero, Eddie
Haku

Hall, Scott

Hardy, Jeft

Hardy, Matt

Hart, Bret

360
361
362
363
365
366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373
374
375
376
377
379
380
381
382
383
385
386
387
389
390
391
392
393
394
395
396
397
398
400
402
403
404
406
407
408
409
410
412
413

Hart, Owen

Hase, Hiroshi
Hashimoto, Shinya
Hawk

Hayes, Michael
Helms, Gregory
Hennig, Curt
Henry, Mark
Hogan, Hulk
Honky Tonk Man, The
James, Mickie
Jannetty, Marty
Jarrett, Jeff
Jericho, Chris
Junkyard Dog
Kane

Kanyon, Chris
Kawada, Toshiaki
Kim, Gail

King Kong Bundy
Kingston, Kofi
Kobashi, Kenta
Koloff, Nikita
Konnan

Landel, Buddy
Lane, Stan
Laurer, Joanie

Layfield, John “Bradshaw”

Leslie, Ed
Lesnar, Brock
Liger, Jushin
Lita

Luger, Lex
Lynn, Jerry
Magnum TA.
Malenko, Dean
Martel, Sherri
Mero, Marc
Miceli, Madusa
Michaels, Shawn
Misawa, Mitsuharu
Miz, The
Morgan, Matt
Morley, Sean
Morrison, John
Morton, Ricky

415
416
417
418
419
420
421
422
423
425
426
427
428
430
432
433
434
4385
436
437
438
439
440
441
442
443
444
445
446
447
449
450
451
453
454
455
456
457
458
459
461
462
463
464
465
466




Mr. Anderson
Mutoh, Keiji
Mysterio, Rey Jr.
Nash, Kevin
Neidhart, Jim
Norton, Scott
One Man Gang
Orndorft, Paul
Orton, Randy
Page, Dallas
Pillman, Brian
Polaco, Pete

Porter, Montel Vontavious

Raven

Rayne, Madison
Reed, Butch
Regal, William
Rheingans, Brad
Rhino

Rhodes, Cody
Rhodes, Dustin
Richards, Stevie
Richter, Wendi
Rikishi

Road Dogg
Rock, The
Roode, Bobby
Rotundo, Mike
R-Truth

Rude, Rick
Sabu

Samoa Joe
Sandman, The
Santana, Tito
Sasaki, Kensuke
Severn, Dan
Shamrock, Ken
Sheamus

Simmons, Ron

467
468
469
471
472
473
474
475
476
478
480
481
482
483
484
485
486
487
488
489
490
491
492
493
494
495
497
498
499
500
502
503
504
505
506
507
508
509
510

Smith, Davey Boy
Snow, Al

Sopp, Monty
Steamboat, Ricky
Steiner, Rick
Steiner, Scott
Sting

Storm, James
Storm, Lance
Stratus, Trish
Styles, A.J.
Swagger, Jack
Tara

Taylor, Terry
Taz

Tenryu, Genichiro
Tenta, John
Tiger Mask

Too Cold Scorpio
Triple H
Ultimate Warrior, The
Undertaker, The
Vader

Van Dam, Rob
Vicious, Sid

Von Erich, David
Von Erich, Kerry
Von Erich, Kevin
Waltman, Sean
Whipwreck, Mikey
Williams, Steve
Windham, Barry
Yokozuna

Zenk, Tom
Ziggler, Dolph

Statistical Notes
Acknowledgments

511
512
513
514
515
516
518
520
521
522
523
524
525
526
527
528
529
530
531
532
534
535
537
538
539
540
541
542
543
544
545
546
547
548
549

550
551

LEGENDS OF PRO WRESTLING



Photo Courtesy of Dr. Mike Lano—Wrealano@aol.com

Born: November 30, 1973

Height: 6’1"

Weight: 225

Real Name: William Jason Reso

High School: Orangeville District Secondary
School (Ontario)

College: Humber College

Trained by: Ron Hutchison

Identities: Christian Cage, Conquistador |

Nickname: Canadian Rage, Captain
Charisma

Finisher: The Impaler, Frog Splash

Tag Teams: Hard Impact w/ Edge, Suicide
Blonds w/ Edge

Groups: Thug Life (1997), Revolution X

(1998).The Brood (1999). The
Un-Americans (2002)

Christian CareerSpan:  1995Present

PPV Record: 54-68
WrestleMania Record: 4-5
WWE Raw TV Record: 84-119,1 DDQ, 1 DCO, 12

NC
WWE Smackdown TV Record: 61-91, 1 DCO, 6 NC
Titles Won: 24

Days as World Champion: 522
Age at first World Title Win: 32

Best Opponents: Kurt Angle, Chris Jericho,
Edge
Movies: 2

Fierce, skilled, and wildly entertaining, Christian carries a lethal combination of characteristics that
firmly solidifies his place among the top heavyweight contenders and/or champions in the sport today. Since
2006, he’s won five World championships in TNA and the WWE, and continues to get better in both ring
execution and promos, if that was even possible. Often compared to his longtime tag team partner, Edge,
Christian has defined himself individually, and worked hard to achieve his own level of success. Three years
after his pro debut, he went to Florida to train with the legendary Dory Funk Jr,, and debuted in the WWI
in 1998 along with Edge. Their longtime friendship translated to perfect compatibility in the ring, and
Christian and Edge formed an incomparable tag team. They captured the tag team championship seven times,
winning two WrestleMania TLC matches, and setting an early course for superstardom. Christian defined

himself as a singles competitor and had a memorable feud with Chris Jericho in 2004.
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In promos, he was able to mock opponents and tear on audiences with unusual flair, and fans were often
mixed in reactions to his segments. Even while as a heel, he was still cheered. He joined TNA in November
of 2005, and directed his focus toward NWA champion Jeff Jarrett. On February 12, 2006, he beat the latter
for the crown and also warded off Abyss’s stern challenge. He lost the belt in June in a King of the Mountain
match to Jeff Jarrett. Christian, at the time, was known as a fan favorite, but turned heel when he attacked
Sting in August of 2006 and beat Abyss and Sting in a three-way bout for his second NWA championship
on January 14, 2007. He ended up losing the belt to Kurt Angle in May of that year. In 2009, Christian
returned to the WWE and won the first of two ECW Titles from Jack Swagger. An injury sidelined him,
but he rebounded to help Edge in the latter’s war with Alberto Del Rio. When Edge retired in April of 2011,
Christian faced Del Rio for the vacant World Title, and on May 1, captured the championship. Two days later,
he lost it to Randy Orton.

Photo Courtesy of Mike Mastrandrea

Born: October 26, 1978

Height: 61"

Weight: 220

Real Name: Phillip Jack Brooks

High School: Lockport High School (IL)

Trained by: Danny Dominion, Ace Steel, Kevin
Quinn

Finisher: GTS (Go to Sleep), Anaconda
Vice

Groups: Straight Edge Society (2009-
2010), New Nexus (2011)

Career Span: 1998-Present

PPV Record: 32-49,1 DDQ

WrestleMania Record: 2-3

WWE Raw TV Record: 53-37,1 DDQ, 4 NC
WWE Smackdown TV Record: 39-35,4 NC
Titles Won: 28

Days as World Champion: 427

Age at first World Title Win: 26

Best Opponents: Samoa Joe, John Cena,
The Undertaker

Reputed to be the “Best in the World,” CM Punk just may be that, demonstrating his exceptional
versatility time and time again. While not an overly imposing figure, he has all the tools to be a dominant
figure in any promotion, and currently reigns as the WWE champion. His ingenuity inside the ring and
out, and the way he connects with audiences is extremely rare, and in 2011, his popularity skyrocketed.

His credo is “straight-edge” all the way, refraining from the purported ills of society, and has two X-marks
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on his taped hands to represent his ideology. Having grown up in a suburb of Chicago, he attended a local
wrestling school, and debuted in 1998. Punk’s experience in martial arts, plus his athleticism makes for an
entertaining show when he steps into the ring, and his personality-driven character completes the package.
While working the independent circuit , he won the IWA Mid-South Title on five occasions between 2000
and 2004, beating Eddie Guerrero and A.J. Styles for two of his reigns. He also had lengthy feuds with Chris
Hero and Colt Cabana that garnered a lot of buzz.

In the Ring of Honor promotion, he wrestled classic matches against Raven and Samoa Joe, including two
sixty-minute draws against the latter in 2004. Despite his effort, he never overcame Joe for the ROH World
Championship, but did beat Austin Aries for the belt on June 18, 2005. He dropped the title in August and
went to Ohio Valley, a WWE developmental promotion. Punk beat Bret Albright for the local heavyweight
title, and then debuted for the ECW brand in mid-2006, initiating a long win streak. He chased John
Morrison for the ECW World Title, finally beating him on September 1, 2007, but lost it to Chavo Guerrero
Jr. in January of 2008. At WrestleMania XXIV, he prevailed in an electrifying Money in the Bank ladder
match. Three months later, on June 30, he watched as World Champion Edge was brutally beaten by Batista,
and smartly cashed in his contract, capitalizing on the moment, and pinning Edge for the title.

At WrestleMania XXV, he won his second straight Money in the Bank ladder match, and on June 7, 20009,
he cashed it in again at an opportune time, pinning Jeff Hardy after the latter’s grueling match against Edge.
In 2011, Punk was back at the top of his game and was outstanding in explosively candid promo segments
that appealed both to the “smart” audience and the mainstream wrestling public. Even the non-wrestling
sports community took notice of his dynamic performances. Punk beat Cena for the WWE Title on July 17,
2011 in a classic match, was stripped after apparently leaving the promotion, then beat Cena again to unify
the two strands at SummerSlam. However, he was attacked by Kevin Nash after the bout, and then dropped
the belt to Alberto Del Rio, who cashed in his MITB contract. On November 20, 2011, Punk forced Del Rio
to submit, and regained the WWLE championship. He ended the year still on top, and was constantly at odds

with interim Raw General Manager John Laurinaitis.
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Born: May 29, 1973

Height: 61"

Weight: 220

Real Name: Steven Eugene Corino

Family: Brother of Allison Danger, father
of Colby Corino

High School: Perkiomen Valley High School
(PA)

Trained by: Tom Brandi

Finisher: Old School Expulsion
Neckbreaker, Northern Lights
Bomb

Career Span: 1994-Present

PPV Record: 5-10

Titles Won: 79

Days as World Champion: 974

CO rino ’ Steve Age at first World Title Win: 27

Best Opponents: Samoa Joe, Shinya
Hashimoto, Dusty Rhodes

Leader of the “old school” revolution, Steve Corino has wrestled, toured, and represented a previous
generation of pro grappling better than most of his contemporaries. He has over seventy-five wrestling
championship victories, including the NWA and ECW World Heavyweight Titles. Born in Canada, Corino
was raised in Trappe, Pennsylvania, northwest of Philadelphia, and entered the profession in 1994. Under
200 pounds, Corino was at a disadvantage early on, trying to wedge himself into a sport that spotlighted
mostly behemoths; but he was persistent, and worked into contention for the ECW Title. On November 5,
2000, he beat Justin Credible to capture the ECW Title. The following April, he won the NWA belt from
Mike Rapada, etching his name into the title lineage of many of the legends he admired. Corino remains a
tavorite wherever he appears, and if he continues at this rate, he’ll have won more than 100 titles before he

retires.
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Born: March 24, 1970

Height: 511"

Weight: 220

Real Name: Daniel Christopher Covell

Parents: Charles and Marcia Covell

Wife: Lisa Covell

High School: Pine Forest High School (NC)

Trained by: Sam DeCero, Mike Anthony and
Kevin Quinn

Identities: Conquistador I, Curry Man,
Suicide

Finisher: Last Rites

Career Span: 1993-Present

PPV Record: 46-59, 1 Draw, 1 NC

Titles Won: 37

Days as World Champion: 182

[ ]
Danlels ) Age at first World Title Win: 34
° Best Opponents: A.J. Styles, Samoa Joe,
Christopher rt Angle

Halls of Fame: 1

Wrestling fans who appreciate athleticism, daring acrobatics, and technical savvy, respect the work and
dedication of Christopher Daniels. A product of Fayetteville, North Carolina, Daniels graduated with a
degree in theater from Methodist College in 1991. He attended Chicago’s Windy City Pro Wrestling School
and debuted as a grappler in 1993, and has since won over thirty championships across the Continental U.S,,
Puerto Rico, England, and Japan. He has won the TNA X-Division belt four times, the NWA World Tag
Team Title six times, and held the ROH World Television crown from 2010-2011. In January of 2011, he
made his return to TNA and aligned himself with the members of Fortune. Known as the “Fallen Angel,”
Daniels has consistently been among the best pro wrestlers on the circuit and continues to shine regardless if
he’s working an indie show before a few hundred or in a championship match on pay-per-view. His value as a
wrestler is appreciated by his peers, audiences across the globe, and by promoters who benefit from booking

him.
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Born: October 6, 1959
Height: 6'2"
Weight: 260
Real Name: Barry Alan Darsow
Parents: Melvin and Adeline Darsow
Family: Father of Dakota Darsow
High School: Robbinsdale High School (MN)
Identities: Zar, Krusher Darsow
Tag Team: The Mongolians w/ Gor
Career Span: 1983-Present
PPV Record: 9-15
WrestleMania Record: 3-3
WWE Raw TV Record: 0-1
Titles Won: 14
Best Opponents: Randy Savage, Chris

Benoit, Bob Backlund

Darsow, Barry

Teamed with Bill Eadie, Barry Darsow formed one of the most notable tag teams of the 1980s,
Demolition. Darsow was “Smash,” while Eadie was known as “Ax,” and the pair won the WWF World Tag
Team Title on three occasions. Their first reign lasted sixteen months, from March of 1988 to July of 1989. A
product of Minnesota, Darsow played hockey in his youth and attended the camp of Eddie Sharkey after a few
of his friends became pro wrestlers. Early in his career, he toured New Zealand as one of the Mongolians, and
late in 1984, joined the Koloffs, Ivan and Nikita, as Russian “Krusher Khrushchev.” He defended the NWA
Tag Team Title, which the Koloffs had won previously, and also teamed with Ivan to capture the U.S. Tag
Team belts. While in the WWTE following his run as a member of Demolition, he worked as the “Repo Man,”
and then as “Blacktop Bully” in WCW. At the Uncensored 1995 show, he wrestled Dustin Rhodes in the
back of a moving truck. He’s since reunited with Eadie on the indie circuit and is a successful businessman in

Minnesota.
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Photo Courtesy of Mike Mastrandrea

Born: May 25, 1977

Height: 6’5"

Weight: 260

Real Name: Alberto Rodriguez

Family: Son of Dos Caras, nephew of Mil
Mascaras

Trained by: Dos Caras, FCW trainers

Identities: Dos Caras Jr.

Finisher: Cross Armbar submission

Career Span: 2000-Present

PPV Record: 8-8
WrestleMania Record:  0O-1

WWE Raw TV Record: 21-17,2 NC
WWE Smackdown TV Record: 16-15,2 NC

Titles Won: 3
e ‘b Days as World Champion: 617
Del Rlo ? Al erto Age at first World Title Win: 30
Best Opponents: John Cena, Edge, Ultimo
Guerrero
MMA Record: 9-5

Many fans throughout the WWE Universe were pleasantly surprised that relative newcomer Alberto Del
Rio won the 2011 Royal Rumble in Boston. A former amateur from Mexico, he was indisputably talented and
his gimmick as an arrogant heel exhibited his charisma perfectly. His ring entrance saw him drive out in an
expensive automobile and his own personal ring announcer alerted the audience of his arrival. For a number
of years, he wrestled Greco-Roman for the Mexican national team and debuted as a pro in 2000, following
in the footsteps of his father, Dos Caras. On July 8, 2007, he beat Universo 2000 for the CMLL World
Heavyweight Title and held the belt until December of 2008. He went to Florida Championship Wrestling
after signing a deal with the WWE and debuted in August of 2010, engaging in an early feud with Rey
Mysterio Jr. After the Rumble, he continued his winning ways, adding Raw's Money in the Bank contract,
and then captured the WWE championship twice between August and October of 2011.
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Photo Courtesy of George Tahinos

Born: April 11,1978

Height: 6’0"

Weight: 225

Real Name: Elijah Burcks

High School: Frank H. Peterson Academies of
Technology (FL)

Identities: Elijah Burke

Career Span: 2003-Present

PPV Record: 8-17
WrestleMania Record: 0-1
WWE Raw TV Record: 1-2
WWE Smackdown TV Record: 3-4

Titles Won: 1
Best Opponents: Chris Benoit, CM Punk,
Kurt Angle

Dinero, D’Angelo

A completely multi-dimensional wrestler with lots of potential, D’Angelo Dinero is one of the best
current TNA superstars never to win a championship in the promotion. He’s demonstrated skill behind the
microphone and fluidity on the mat, and it seems like just a matter of time before he fights his way into the
upper echelon of the promotion. Originally from Jacksonville, Florida, Dinero served as a corrections officer
and boxed as an amateur before going to Louisville to train at Ohio Valley. While in the WWE from 2006-
2008, he formed a partnership with Sylvester Terkay and nearly won the ECW championship on several
occasions. After jumping to TNA, he prevailed in the 8 Card Stud Tournament in February of 2010 and

feuded with Samoa Joe and Brother Devon.
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Douglas, Shane

Career Span:

PPV Record:
Titles Won:

Days as World Champion:

Photo Courtesy of Pete Lederberg—plmathfoto@hotmail.com

Born: November 21, 1964

Height: 6'0"

Weight: 240

Real Name: Troy Shane Martin

Parents: George and Louise Martin

Wife: Carla Martin

High School: New Brighton Area High School
(PA)

College: Bethany College

Trained by: Dominic DeNucci

Identities: Troy Orndorff, Dean Douglas

Finisher: Pittsburgh Plunge, The Franchiser

Groups: Triple Threat (1997-1998),The
Revolution (1999), The New Blood
(2000)

Tag Team: The Dynamic Dudes w/ Johnny

Ace
1982-Present

32-23,1 NC
21
Around 1,000

Age at first World Title Win: 29

Best Opponents: Terry Funk, Taz, Justin

Credible

The “Franchise” Shane Douglas helped launch a revolution in 1994 when he denounced the NWA
World Title and proclaimed himself the inaugural champion of “Extreme Championship Wrestling.” It
was a defining moment for the business as a whole and helped usher in a new era that influenced both
the WWF and WCW. Douglas was a fan of wrestling as a young man and helped stage benefit grappling
programs in his hometown of New Brighton, Pennsylvania while still in high school. By the mid-1990s, he
was an experienced pro and the commanding figure behind ECW’s rise to prominence. He held the ECW
championship four times, feuding with the likes of Terry Funk and The Sandman, and always delivered
heated promos, especially when he ranted about Ric Flair. At the tail end of WCW’s run, Douglas won
the World Tag Team and U.S. crowns. He competed for TNA in the beginning of 2003, and made his final
showing in 2009. He’s wrestled all over the indie map, and has won many belts to include the MLW and
XPW World Titles.
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Born: February 13, 1970
Height: 6'2"
Weight: 245
Real Name: Thomas James Laughlin
Parents: John and Susan Laughlin
Wife: Trisa Laughlin
High School: lona Preparatory School (NY)
College: lona College
Trained by: Johnny Rodz
Identities: T.D. Madison

Dreame T ’ Finisher: DDT

To mm Career Span: 1989-Present
y

PPV Record: 15-20, 1 NC

WrestleMania Record: 10

WWE Raw TV Record: 11-25,1 NC
WWE Smackdown TV Record: 0-4
Titles Won: 29

Days as World Champion: 49
Age at first World Title Win: 30

Best Opponents: Raven, Rob Van Dam, A.J.
Styles
Halls of Fame: 1

Tommy Dreamer is as passionate about pro wrestling as anyone involved in the sport today. His
enthusiasm for the business is apparent every time he steps into the ring. Also known as the “Innovator of
Violence,” Dreamer displayed just how hardcore he was in August of 1994 during a Singapore caning session
by the Sandman. He was the heart and soul of ECW and only left the promotion because it was sold in 2001.
During his nine-year stay with the organization, he won the World Tag Team Title three times, and then
on April 22, 2000, he beat Taz for the ECW World Heavyweight Title. After ECW folded in early 2001,
Dreamer traveled to Ontario and won the vacant BCW Can-Am Heavyweight Title over Rhino and Scott
D’Amore. He joined the WWF in 2001 and remained involved with the organization through January of
2010. While apart of the ECW “brand extension,” he regained the ECW World Title. He emerged in TNA
and was a member of the EV 2.0 troupe, then begrudgingly joined Immortal in 2011.
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Born: January 14, 1954

Height: 6'3"

Weight: 280

Real Name: James Edward Duggan

Wife: Deborah Duggan

High School: Glens Falls High School (NY)

HS Ach.: New York State High School
Wrestling Title (1973) (250)

Pro Sports: National Football League—

Atlanta Falcons (1977-1978)
(injured) Canadian Football
League—Toronto Argonauts

(1979)

Finisher: Three-Point Football Stance into
Clothesline

Groups: Team Canada (2000)

Career Span: 1979-Present

[ ]
Duggan, Jim
PPV Record: 18-21, 1 DDQ

WrestleMania Record: 2-1,1 DDQ
WWE Raw TV Record: 5-15

Titles Won: 9

Days as World Champion: Unknown
Age at first World Title Win: 50

Best Opponents: Randy Savage, Ted
DiBiase, Rick Rude
Halls of Fame: 2

The epitome of wrestling hero, “Hacksaw” Jim Duggan charged up audiences like few others, his explosive
charisma inspiring chants of “USA,” and his magnetism radiating to all corners of arenas. A high school
wrestler and football star, he was a starting offensive lineman at SMU as a freshman, and was the team captain
in 1976. He was trained by Jack Adkisson in Dallas and made his professional debut in 1979. A few years
later, he formed the Rat Pack with Ted DiBiase and Matt Borne in the Mid-South territory, and then turned
fan favorite in 1983. One of his first big title victories occurred when he defeated Buzz Sawyer for the North
American crown in 1986. In the WWIE, he won the very first Royal Rumble on January 24, 1988, and beat
Haku to become “King” in April of 1989. While as a part of WCW, Duggan pinned Steve Austin in 27 seconds
for the U.S. Title on September 18, 1994. Six years later, he found the WCW TV belt in the trash and held it
for nearly two months. He’s appeared in the WWE many times since 2005, maintaining his popularity, and was
inducted into the WWE Hall of Fame in 2011.
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Born: August 14, 1958
Height: 6’0"
Weight: 235
Real Name: Bobby Lee Eaton
High School: Lee High School (AL)
Wife: Donna Eatfon
Trained by: Tojo Yamamoto
Identities: Earl Robert Eaton
Finisher: Alabama Jam (Flying Legdrop)
Groups: The Dangerous Alliance (1991-
Eaton, Bobby U
? Tag Teams: The Jet Set w/ George Gulas,

Bad Aftitude w/ Steve Keirn, The
Blue Bloods w/ Lord Steven Regal

Career Span: 1976-2009

PPV Record: 14-17
Titles Won: 43
Days as World Champion: 7
Age at first World Title Win: 22

Best Opponents: Ric Flair, Billy Robinson,
Jerry Lawler

Managers: 9

Halls of Fame: 1

Highly respected by wrestling fans and peers alike, “Beautiful” Bobby Eaton of Huntsville, Alabama was
the backbone of two versions of the famed Midnight Express tag team. He originally teamed with Dennis
Condrey under the guidance of Jim Cornette, and beat the Rock and Roll Express for the NWA World Tag
Team Title in 1986. The second incarnation saw Eaton partnered with another talented heel, Stan Lane, and
this duo won the vacant U.S. Tag Team Title in a tournament. On September 10, 1988, while still holding
the U.S. Title, they beat Arn Anderson and Tully Blanchard to win the World Tag Team straps. As a singles
competitor, Eaton held the CWA World Title in 1980 and won the Mid-America belt eleven times between
1979 and 1983. In 1991, he captured the WCW TV Title and had an impressive, high-profile televised match
against NWA champion Ric Flair. Eaton’s son Dylan became a pro wrestler in 2006 and the two teamed up

on several occasions.
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Born: October 30, 1973

Height: 6'4"

Weight: 240

Real Name: Adam Joseph Copeland

High School: Orangeville District Secondary
School (Ontario)

College: Humber College

Trained by: Sweet Daddy Siki, Ron Hutchison,
Dory Funk Jr.

Identities: Adam Impact, Sexton Hardcastle,
Damon Stryker

Nickname: Rated R Superstar

Finishers: Edgecution, Downward Spiral,

Edge Spear
Tag Teams: Sex and Violence w/ Joe

Legend, Hard Impact w/
Christian, Suicide Blonds w/
Christian, Rated-RKO w/ Randy

Orton
Groups: Thug Life (1997).The Brood
(1999). La Familia (2007-2008)
Career Span: 1992-2011
PPV Record: 61-59, 1 Draw, 1 DCO, 1 NC

WrestleMania Record: 64
WWE Raw TV Record: 115-121,1 DCO, 1 DDQ, 23

NC
WWE Smackdown TV Record: 102-90, 1 DCO, 12 NC
Titles Won: 35

Days as World Champion: 548
Age at first World Title Win: 32

Best Opponents: The Undertaker, John
Cena, Chris Jericho

Managers: 4
Movies: 2

Eight days after successfully turning back the top contender to his World Heavyweight Title at
WrestleMania XXVII, Edge announced his retirement from pro wrestling on Monday Night Raw on April
11, 2011. The decision, made on the recommendation of his doctor, shocked fans everywhere and effectively
ended his nineteen-year career at the age of thirty-seven. Since breaking out of the independents for the

WWF in 1998, Edge has been a significant player, winning more than thirty championships, including eleven
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World Titles. His cunning personality and skillful ring work made him a headline performer, and the angles
he worked and the feuds he engaged in were some of the most memorable in recent years. Destined to be a
WWE superstar, Edge had dreams of wrestling in high school and pursued training at a Toronto-area camp.
He made his debut on the Canadian independent circuit and toiled away for the next six years before landing
a full-time gig with the WWTF. His childhood friend, Christian, also joined the promotion, and the two joined
the Brood along with Gangrel in 1999.

The tag team made up of Edge and Christian was uniquely special, providing a high-flying and fast-
paced style that matched well with two of the other dominant squads of the period: The Hardy Brothers
and the Dudley Boys. They engaged in a “Tables, Ladders, and Chairs” contest against their two rivals at
WrestleMania on April 2, 2000 in Anaheim and won the lively match to capture the WWF World Tag Team
Title for the first time. Over the next year, Edge and his partner won the championship five more times,
and captured their seventh tag team title at WrestleMania X-Seven in Houston, once again defeating the
Hardys and Dudleys in a dangerous, but exciting TLC bout. The adjustment to singles competition was easy
for Edge and he won the King of the Ring tournament in 2001, as well as feuding with his former partner,
Christian. He captured the U.S. Heavyweight Title from Kurt Angle, and unified it with the Intercontinental
championship at the Survivor Series on November 18, 2001.

In 2002, he formed successtful tag teams with Hulk Hogan and Rey Mysterio Jr., winning the WWE Tag
Team Title with both partners, and a neck injury forced him from the ring in early 2003. At WrestleMania
XXI, he won the initial Money in the Bank match, guaranteeing him a future World Title shot. That contract
was cashed in on January 8, 2006 in Albany following champion John Cena’s successful title defense in an
Elimination Chamber bout. Edge capitalized on Cena’s condition, and scored the pinfall for his first WWE
championship. He'd end up losing it back to Cena at the Royal Rumble, but would regain it later in the year
from Rob Van Dam. In 2007, he won the World Heavyweight Title after cashing in his second Money in the
Bank contract and beating The Undertaker. That time around, he had to vacate the title because of another
injury. He formed an on-screen relationship with Vickie Guerrero, the Smackdown General Manager, and
benefited from her influence over the brand.

Edge was a five-time World Heavyweight Champion by the end of April 2009, having won the belt from
Batista, Undertaker, Jeff Hardy, and John Cena. His relationship with Guerrero finally soured, but a legitimate
injury forced him out of action yet again during the middle of 2009. When he returned in January of 2010, he
came back with a vengeance, and won the Royal Rumble. It took him until December to win his sixth World
Title in a TLC match over champion Kane, Alberto Del Rio, and Rey Mysterio. Guerrero stripped away his
belt, but Edge regained it later in the same night from Guerrero’s new cohort, Dolph Ziggler, capturing his
record seventh World Title on February 15, 2011. He survived the Elimination Chamber, and then beat Del
Rio at WrestleMania, all leading up to an unexpected announcement. Edge was suffering from spinal stenosis

and, to prevent further injury, retired from the business as the reigning world champion.
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Foley, Mick

PPV Record:

Photo Courtesy of Pete Lederberg—plmathfoto@hotmail.com

Born: June 7, 1965

Height: 6'3"

Weight: 270-290

Real Name: Michael Francis Foley

Parents: John and Beverly Foley

Wife: Colette Foley

High School: Ward Melville High Scholl (NY)

College: State University of New York
College at Cortland

Identities: Jack Foley, Jack Manson, Dude
Love

Finisher: Double-arm DDT, Mandible Claw

Groups: Sullivan’s Slaughterhouse (1990),
The Corporation (1999), EV 2.0
(2010)

Tag Team: The Rock and Sock Connection
w/ The Rock

Career Span: 1986-Present

28-56, 1 Draw, 1 DCO, 1
DDQ, 1 NC

WrestleMania Record: 2-3,1 DCO
WWE Raw TV Record: 23-17,1 DCO, 7 NC
WWE Smackdown TV Record: 9-6,5 NC

Titles Won:

28

Days as World Champion: 110
Age at first World Title Win: 33

Best Opponents: The Undertaker, The Rock,
Shawn Michaels

Halls of Fame: 1

TV Appearances: Over 25

Movies: 3

Published Books: 9

Mick Foley took a unique route to becoming an international wrestling celebrity, a path that he forged
through years of hard work. He overcame unfavorable odds, including promoters who didn’t see the
marketability in his ring persona, and set himself apart by always giving 100 percent of his body to a match.
The reckless character that he turned into inside the ring never held back. His bumps were outrageously
solid every time, and fans could see the legitimacy of his passion for the business. While other wrestlers have

longevity on Foley, few could say that they gave as much as he did across the length of his career. Foley’s
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matches were more like wrestling stunt shows with no regulator to limit the risks. He was a brawler on par
with the “Hardcore Legend,” Terry Funk, and adept to the psychological side of wrestling, getting feuds and
angles over by talking on the microphone. Foley had a continued presence in TNA and the WWE in 2011,
and his ability to sell major storylines is still very strong.

Trained by Dominic DeNucci, Foley wrestled in the USWA and WCW early in his career, and received
his most significant push in 1992-1993 when he feuded with Ron Simmons, Sting, and Vader. During one
Atlanta show in April of 1993, Foley was powerbombed on the floor of the arena and knocked out, setting up
a long-running amnesia skit that saw him wandering aimlessly around Cleveland, lost. The angle displayed
more of his personality and exhibited another dimension of his character. His mystique grew further when
he lost part of his right ear during a bout in Germany against Vader on March 16, 1994—but yet continued
to wrestle. He appeared in ECW later that year, and electrified the not-so-easily impressed Philadelphia
audience in battles with The Sandman and Terry Funk, and took his rivalry with Funk to Japan, where
he met the “Funker” in the finals of the IWA King of the Death Match tournament. Foley won that wild
exploding barbed-wire bout. In early 1996, he began a new phase in the WWTF as “Mankind.”

Entering into a lengthy war with The Undertaker, Foley gave forth a monumental effort during their
June 28, 1998 Hell in a Cell match, and his actions defied believability. He took two huge falls from the top of
the 16-foot cage, and continued to fight until being chokeslammed on tacks, and finally tombstoned. Foley’s
ungodly commitment to the sport was evident, and made him an enormous superstar. From there, he won the
WWTF World Heavyweight Title three times and released his autobiography, which not only became a New
York Times best-seller, but revolutionized the wrestling book business. He stepped away from the mat in 2000,
but returned often to perform roles in both the WWE, and later TNA. Throughout this time, he’s penned
two additional autobiographies, three children’s books, and two novels. On April 19, 2009, he returned to
the ring to beat Sting for the TNA World Title and was positioned as the “network consultant” in 2011,
but left the promotion before the angle got off the ground. He soon rejoined the WWE, and still makes the

occasional appearance.
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