


In a Village by the Sea
By Muon Van

Illustrated by April Chu



Text copyright © 2015 Muon Van
Illustrations copyright © 2015 April Chu
Book design by Simon Stahl

All rights reserved. No part of  this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic 
or mechanical means including information storage and retrieval systems — except in case of  
brief  quotations embodied in critical articles or reviews — without permission in writing from 
its publisher, Creston Books, LLC.

The characters and events portrayed in this book are fictitious or are used fictitiously. Any 
similarity to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental and not intended by the author.
CIP data for this book is available from the Library of  Congress.

Published by Creston Books, LLC
www.crestonbooks.co

Source of  Production: Worzalla Books, Stevens Point, Wisconsin
Printed and bound in the United States of  America
1 2  3  4  5

For my father
– MV 

For Dan San Souci
– AC



In a fishing village by the sea
there is a small house.



In that house, 
high above the waves, 
is a kitchen. 



In that kitchen
is a bright,
glowing fire. 



Author’s Note:

In a Village by the Sea was inspired by my father and An Bằng, my ancestral village in 
Central Vietnam. For as long as anyone can remember, ancestors on both sides have 
lived and worked as fisherfolk in this small village near Huế. Typically, the men went to 
sea in small boats and caught fish and other edible sea creatures. When they returned 
to land, their wives and daughters carried the fish to the market and sold it, bargaining 
hard and fast. It was a village proverb that a rich man owed his success to his wife, and 
that a talented fisherman would stay poor as long as his wife was bad at business.

The Vietnamese-American war interrupted my father’s life as a fisherman but after he 
moved to the United States, he worked as a fisherman and shrimper again, first off the 
Gulf Coast of Texas, and later in the vast Pacific waters of the Hawaiian islands. With 
my father at sea most of the time, my mother bore the brunt of managing the house-
hold and rearing their nine children. Just like the family from In a Village by the Sea, 
we would often wonder where my father was, if he found the catch he was looking for, 
and when he would return home again, safe and sound.
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