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“ “ Wh ich of all my important noth ings 

shall I tell you first ? ' '

Letter, 1 8 0 8
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J A N E  A U S T E N  W A S  B O R N  O N 

D E C E M B E R  1 6 ,  1 7 7 5 ,  I N  S T E V E N TO N , 

H A M P S H I R E .  S H E  L I V E D  I N  T H E 

V I L L A G E  R E C TO R Y  W I T H  H E R  F A T H E R , 

G E O R G E ,  A N D  M O T H E R ,  C A S S A N D R A .
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T H E  R E C TO R Y  W A S  A L S O  A  

W O R K I N G  F A R M ,  C O M P L E T E  W I T H 

C O W S ,  C H I C K E N S ,  A N D  D U C K S ,  A S 

W E L L  A S  W H E A T ,  B A R L E Y ,  A N D  H O P S . 

J A N E  G R E W  U P  W I T H  S I X  B R O T H E R S 

A N D  O N E  S I S T E R .
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The A usten Family Tree

James 
Austen

George 
Austen

Edward 
Austen

Francis ““ Frank''
A usten

Jane
Austen

Cassandra
Austen

Henry 
Austen

Charles
Austen

Cassandra Le igh Rev. George Austen
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S O  J A N E  W A S  U S E D  TO  

B E I N G  A R O U N D  M A L E  C O M P A N Y  - 

A N D  L O T S  A N D  L O T S  O F  B O O K S .

J A N E ' S  F A T H E R  W A S  A  P A R S O N  A N D 

A  F A R M E R ,  B U T  TO  S U P P L E M E N T 

H I S  F A M I L Y ' S  I N C O M E ,  H E  A N D  M R S . 

A U S T E N  T U R N E D  T H E  R E C TO R Y  I N TO 

A  S M A L L  B O Y S '  B O A R D I N G  S C H O O L .
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A S  Y O U N G  C H I L D R E N ,  J A N E  A N D 

C A S S A N D R A  W E R E  I N S E P A R A B L E . 

T H E  S I S T E R S  W E N T  TO  B O A R D I N G 

S C H O O L  TO G E T H E R  W H E R E  T H E Y 

L E A R N E D  S P E L L I N G ,  F R E N C H ,  M A T H , 

N E E D L E W O R K ,  A N D  D A N C E .
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W H E N  J A N E  W A S  E L E V E N ,  H E R 

C O U S I N  E L I Z A  C A M E  TO  S P E N D 

C H R I S T M A S  A T  S T E V E N TO N .  E L I Z A 

W A S  M YS T E R I O U S  A N D  S T R I K I N G , 

A N D  H E R  L I F E  W A S  A S  F A N T A S T I C A L 

A S  F I C T I O N .  S H E  W A S  M A R R I E D  

TO  A  E U R O P E A N  C O U N T ,  S P O K E 

F L U E N T  F R E N C H ,  A N D  W O R E 

C O N T I N E N T A L  F A S H I O N S .

H E R  G L A M O U R  C A U S E D  A  S T I R :  T H E 

A U S T E N  B O Y S  F L I R T E D ,  A N D  J A N E 

F O U N D  A  L I F E L O N G  F R I E N D .
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T H E  A U S T E N S  L O V E D  TO  

P U T  O N  P L A Y S .

T H E Y  I N V I T E D  F R I E N D S  TO  T A K E  O N 

R O L E S  A N D  P A I N T E D  S E T S  A N D  P R O P S 

F O R  T H E I R  P R O D U C T I O N S .
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T H E Y  A L S O  L O V E D  TO  W R I T E .  

J A N E ' S  M O T H E R  W R O T E  V E R S E ,  

A N D  H E R  B R O T H E R  J A M E S  W A S  

A  S K I L L E D  P O E T .  J A N E  P R E F E R R E D 

P R O S E  A N D  F I L L E D  N O T E B O O K S  

W I T H  W I L D  A N D  W I T T Y  S TO R I E S .
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J A N E  H E A R D  H O W  C O U S I N  E L I Z A  

W A S  B O R N  I N  I N D I A  A F T E R  H E R 

M O T H E R  W E N T  T H E R E  D E T E R M I N E D 

TO  F I N D  A  H U S B A N D  A M O N G  

T H E  E N G L I S H  T R A D E R S .

A L L  A R O U N D  H E R ,  P E O P L E  W E R E 

G E T T I N G  M A R R I E D .  A N D  T H E  S U B J E C T 

O F  M O N E Y  W A S  N E V E R  F A R  A W A Y .
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