Jane Austen is one of history’s greatest novelists. This
beautifully illustrated biography celebrates the woman
behind some of literature’s most beloved classics, including
Pride and Prejudice, Sense and Sensibility, and Emma.
Chock-full of delightful details—from Austen’s failed
romances, to how much her first novel sold for, to her love
of music and people watching—and featuring excerpts from
Austen’s personal letters and diaries, this intimate portrait
—chronicles the inspirations and experiences that influenced
her most celebrated works of fiction.

visit www.chroniclebooks.com.
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“Which of add my important nothings
shadd | tedd you Sirst?”

Letter, 1808



JANE ARSTEN WHAS BORN ON
DPECEWMBER 16, 1775, IN STEVENTON,
HAMPSHIRE. SHE LIVED (N THE
VILLAGE RECTORY WITH HER FATHER,
GEORGE, AND MOTHER, CASSANDRA.




THE RECTORY WHAS ALSO A
WORKING FARWM, COMPLETE WITH
COWS, CHICKENS, AND DUCKS, AS

WELL AS WHERAT, BARLEY, AND HOPS.
JANE GREW WP WITH SiX BROTHERS
AND ONE SISTER.
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JANE'S FATHER WAS A PARSON AND
A FARMER, BUT TO SWFPPLEMENT

HIS FAMILY'S INCOME, HE AND mMRS.

ALSTEN TURNED THE RECTORY INTO
A SmALL BOYS' BORRDING SCHOOL.
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SO0 JANE WRAS WSED TO

BEING AROUND WMALE COMPANY —

AND LOTS AND LOTS OF BOOKS.
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AS YOUNG CHILDREN, JANE AND
CASSANDRA WERE INSEPARABLE.
THE SISTERS WENT TO BORRDING
SCHOOL TOGETHER WHERE THEY
LEARNED SPELLING, FRENCH, MATH,
NEEDLEWORK, AND DANCE.




WHEN JANE WHAS ELEVEN, HER
COWSIN ELIZA CAME TO SFPEND
CHRISTMRAS AT STEVENTON. ELIZA
WAS MYSTERIOWS AND STRIKING,
AND HER LIFE WHAS AS FANTASTICAL
AS FICTION. SHE WRAS MARRIED
TO A EWROPEAN COWUNT, SPOKE
FLWENT FRENCH, AND WORE
CONTINENTAL FASHIONS.

HER GLAMOWR CAWSED A STIR: THE
ALSTEN BOYS FLIRTED, AND JANE
FOWUND A LIFELONG FRIEND.
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5 THEY INVITED FRIENDS TO TAKE ON
ROLES AND PAINTED SETS AND PROFS
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.' THE AWSTENS LOVED TO

"w LAYS.
PUT ON FLAYS FOR THEIR PRODUCTIONS. /
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THEY ALSO LOVED TO WRITE.

JANE'S MOTHER WROTE VERSE,
AND HER BROTHER JAMES WHAS
A SKILLED POET. JANE PREFERRED
PROSE AND FILLED NOTEBOOKS
WITH WILD AND WITTY STORIES.




O %L,
@O/’V(/)f/@
0/\/90’9,\
28 L0,
s
JANE HEARD HOW COWSIN ELizZA
ALL AROWUND HER, PEOPLE WERE WHS BORN (N INDih AFTER HER
GETTING MARRIED. AND THE SWBJECT MOTHER WENT THERE DETERMINED
OF MONEY WAS NEVER FAR AWAY. TO FIND A HUWSBAND AMONG

THE ENGLISH TRADERS.






